To mark the 60th anniversary of the IAEA technical cooperation
(TC) programme, the International Conference on the IAEA
Technical Cooperation Programme: Sixty Years and Beyond
— Contributing to Development took place in Vienna from 30
May to 1 June 2017. The conference brought together high-level
decision makers and policy formulators, technical experts at the
senior management level, and partners from the United Nations
system and other multilateral entities.
The conference aimed to highlight the role of the IAEA TC
programme in helping Member States achieve their national
development strategies or plans, and to outline its potential
contribution to the attainment of the Sustainable Development
Goals. It also aimed to strengthen partnerships with a wide
range of TC stakeholders and partners, and to examine
innovative approaches for the way forward for the TC
programme.
The conference oﬀered an opportunity for Member States,
United Nations agencies and other partners to explore ways of
working together to make the benefits of nuclear science and
technology more widely accessible.
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Increased visibility of the TC programme:
Many detailed success stories were showcased, demonstrating how the TC
programme, as the IAEA’s main mechanism for providing services to Member
States, has transferred technology, supported capacity building and facilitated
international cooperation. These stories greatly enhanced programme
visibility, increasing awareness of the contribution made by the programme to
socioeconomic development at the national and regional levels.
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Improved partnerships:
Many partner organizations shared their experiences of working with the
IAEA, and explored enhanced opportunities for future activities under the TC
programme.
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Discussions on contributing to SDGs:
The conference helped stakeholders in the TC programme, partner agencies
and potential collaborators to develop a solid understanding of the
contribution that the TC programme can make to Member States’ eﬀorts to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.

Conference Sessions
The conference comprised a high-level opening session, five panel sessions and the closing
session. In the first session, representatives of five Member States highlighted the impact of the
technical cooperation programme on their national socioeconomic situation and the results they
had achieved with its support, and reviewed the programme’s contribution to establishing
national nuclear infrastructure and capabilities in support of development priorities.
This was followed by a deeper analysis of individual projects in the second session, where
participants gave examples of the ways nuclear technology has contributed to development in
health and nutrition, food security, clean water and environment and innovative solutions in
industry in their countries. They also shared their experiences in the fields of energy planning and
nuclear power infrastructure development and radiation and nuclear safety.

In the third session, speakers and panellists described how regional approaches and diﬀerent
modalities of regional cooperation have addressed common needs and resolved issues on a
regional or global scale and how the sharing of experiences and knowledge has strengthened
international cooperation.

Speakers in the fourth session examined global partnership opportunities across countries and
development organizations. Panellists presented their experiences in leveraging the support of
the IAEA technical cooperation programme.

The fifth session brought together high-level speakers to examine appropriate approaches
and measures to help countries to maximize their use of nuclear science and technology in
pursuit of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Following a high-level address by Her Royal Highness Princess Sumaya bint El Hassan, President of the Royal Scientific
Society of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, on ‘Science for peace: borderless innovation for creative change’, the closing
remarks were delivered, summarizing the discussions and presenting the conclusions of the conference.
On the sidelines of the conference, participants in the roundtable discussion ‘The Role of the
Private Sector: Partnerships for Development’, organized by the IAEA, explored ways in which
collaboration with private-sector partners through the technical cooperation programme and
other IAEA initiatives can be expanded to increase access to nuclear science and technology.
Several Member States also showcased their stories through exhibitions and side events.

Transferring nuclear technology to developing countries is core IAEA business

“The technical cooperation programme has improved the health and prosperity of
millions of people [...] I have seen for myself in visits to developing countries all
over the world that technical cooperation projects deliver huge benefits to individuals, families and entire communities.”
Mr Yukiya Amano, IAEA Director General

To put nuclear science and technology to the service of humanity’s progress, all citizens of the
world need to work together

“Such a task is not easy, but it is not impossible either. As it also requires
collective commitments and eﬀorts, none of those present here can
remain unaware of it.”
Mr Tabaré Vázquez, President of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay

Strengthening linkages between innovation and the private and public sectors

“Regional and local partnerships are a rich source of knowledge that can help
build the scientific capabilities of African institutions […] Only through
scientific development will Africa be able to create a pool of human capital
capable of achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.”
Ms Ameenah Gurib-Fakim, President of the Republic of Mauritius

The importance of science and technology for development

“Science, technology and innovation helped us bring development to the
doorsteps of rural people in Bangladesh […] The IAEA holds a special place in
our country’s development. I call upon developing countries to draw maximum
benefits from the peaceful uses of nuclear science.”
Sheikh Hasina, Honourable Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Partnerships for development

“Technical cooperation is a manifestation of how we can collaborate in
a mutually beneficial relationship.”
Mr Tebogo Joseph Seokolo, Permanent Representative of South Africa to the IAEA,
Chairman of the IAEA Board of Governors

Ensuring eﬀective partnerships

"Key elements of eﬀective partnerships include a stronger recognition of the diﬀerent
assets that governments, the private sector and civil society bring to the table."
Mr Paul Ladd, Director, United Nations Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD)

The peaceful applications of nuclear technology

“The variety of applications for the skills and expertise of the IAEA is truly inspiring.
The breath of disciplines that you impact on is indeed impressive. You are an
inspiration to all of your aﬃliates who share your commitment to building a
society of equal partners in progress, where individuals, regardless of their
backgrounds or occupations, may feel allied in some way to the potential and
promise of science and innovation.”
HRH Princess Sumaya bint El Hassan, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

The IAEA technical cooperation programme

“The IAEA technical cooperation programme, as the major mechanism for the Agency
to provide development services to its Member States, has transferred nuclear
technology, supported human and institutional capacity building, shared knowledge and expertise, and facilitated regional and international cooperation. It has
decades of experience in working in partnership to achieve a common goal, which
will serve it well in the era of the Sustainable Development Goals”
Mr Dazhu Yang, Deputy Director General, Head of the Department of Technical Cooperation, IAEA

60 years of IAEA capacity building

Partnerships & agreements concluded during the conference
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*The proceedings of the International Conference on the IAEA Technical Cooperation Programme: Sixty Years and
Beyond — Contributing to Development will be available at www.iaea.org/publications as of early 2018

