
the 
holy see 
accedes 
On 25 February the Holy See 
became the sixty-third 
non-nuclear weapon State 
to accede to or ratify the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons, 
when its representatives deposited 
instruments of accession in Moscow, 
London and Washington, 
the capitals of the three 
Depositary Governments 
for the Treaty. 

A declaration read at each ceremony noted that "the Holy See judges 
. . . that the aims of disarmament and easing of international tension by 
which the Treaty is inspired correspond with its own mission of peace, 
and that the Treaty, although it has its intrinsic limitations, constitutes 
a noteworthy step forward on the road to disarmament. In fact, insofar 
as the Treaty proposes to stop the dissemination of nuclear weapons 
— while awaiting the achievement of the cessation of the nuclear arms 
race and the undertaking of effective measures in the direction of com
plete nuclear disarmament — it has the aim of lessening the danger of 
terrible and total devastation which threatens all mankind, and it wishes 
to constitute a premise for wider agreements in the future for the 
promotion of a system of general and complete disarmament under 
effective international control". 

The accession by the Holy See was "inspired by its constant desire.. . 
to make its contribution to undertakings which, through disarmament as 
well as by other means, promote security, mutual trust and peaceful 
co-operation in relations between peoples". 

8 




