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1. On 3 July 1995, the Director General received a communication dated 30 June 1995
transmitting a Statement of 23 June 1995 by the Prime Minister of Australia concerning
the resumption of nuclear testing by France.

2. Asrequested by the Permanent Mission of Australia, the text of the Statement is
being circulated for the information of Member States of the Agency.
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STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER, THE HON P J KEATING MP

FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING

CABINET MET LAST NIGHT TO CONSIDER FURTHER AUSTRALIA’S RESPONSE TO
PRESIDENT CHIRAC'S ANNOUNCEMENT ON 13 JUNE THAT FRANCE WOULD RESUME
NUCLEAR TESTING IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC.

CABINET'S DELIBERATIONS WERE AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF THE FRENCH
REJECTION OF THE EFFORS OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM DELEGATION, LED BY
SENATOR EVANS TO PERSUADE FRANCE NOT TO PROCEED WITH THE TESTS.

AUSTRALIA’S RESPONSE TO THE FRENCH DECISION HAS BEEN STRONG.
UNEQUIVOCAL AND CONCRETE.

THE GOVERNMENT HAS ATTACKED THE DECISION IN VERY STRONG TERMS - FIRST IN
A STATEMENT | ISSUED ON 14 JUNE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING ON PRESIDENT
CHIRAC'S ANNOUNCEMENT DEPOLORING THE DECISION. | ANNOUNCED IN THAT
STATEMENT THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD FROZEN COOPERATION WITH FRANCE IN
THE DEFENCE FIELD. THE LANGUAGE OF THAT STATEMENT WAS REPEATED BY THE
FOREIGN MINISTER, IN JAPAN AT THE TIME, IN A SERIES OF PRESS CONFERENCES,
AND IN A DIRECT TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH THE FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER,
MR HERVE DE CHARETTE. THE ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER CALLED IN THE FRENCH
AMBASSADOR AND ISSUED A FORMAL PROTEST AND OUR AMBASSADOR DID
LIKEWISE IN PARIS.

THE GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO TAKEN THE LEAD IN PROMOTING A STRONG SOUTH
PACIFIC REGIONAL ACTION. ON 15 JUNE, | ISSUED A STATEMENT AS CHAIR OF THE
FORUM CONDEMNING THE FRENCH DECISION, AFTER CONSULTATIONS WITH MY
FELLOW SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM HEADS OF GOVERNMENT. ON 19 JUNE SENATOR
EVANS LED A DELEGATION OF FORUM REPRESENTATIVES WHICH CONVEYED DIRECT
TO THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT THE REGION’S CONDEMNATION OF THE DECISION AND
THE DEEP RESENTMENT IT HAS AROUSED IN THE WHOLE REGION.

THE GOVERNMENT GAVE INSTRUCTIONS TO ITS EMBASSIES ABROAD TO MAKE OUR
POSITION KNOWN ON THE FRENCH DECISION. MANY COUNTRIES HAVE EXPRESSED
THEIR OPPOSITION TO THE TESTS, INCLUDING A NUMBER OF OUR CLOSEST
NEIGHBOOURS.

AUSTRALIA HAS ALSO MADE ACTIVE USE OF MULTILATERAL FORUMS TO LEAVE NO
DOUBT AS TO WHERE WE STAND ON THISISSUE. WE HAVE EXPRESSED OUR OUTRAGE
AT THE FRENCH DECISION IN THE UNITED NATIONS IN NEW YORK, AS WELL AS THE
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY IN VIENNA AND THE CONFERENCE ON
DISARMAMENT IN GENEVA.



INFCIRC/479
Attachment

page 2

ON 19 JUNE | MADE A SPEECH IN PARLIAMENT SETTING OUT THE GOVERNMENT’S
VIEWS ON THE DECISION AND AUSTRALIA’S RELATIONSHIP WITH FRANCE.

CONCERNED ABOUT FLOW-ON CONSEQUENCES OF THE FRENCH DECISION, | HAVE
INSTRUCTED OUR AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON TO WELCOME THE CONTINUED US
COMMITMENT TO ITSMORATORIUM AND URGE THE UNITED STATES TO MAINTAIN ITS
LEADERSHIP IN NEGOTIATING A COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN TREATY (CTBT) IN TERMS
ACCEPTABLE NOT ONLY TO THE NUCLEAR WEAPON STATES BUT THE WIDER
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. OUR AMBASSADORS IN BEIJNG, LONDON AND
MOSCOW WILL ALSO BE MAKING REPRESENTATIONS TO THE OTHER NUCLEAR
WEAPON STATES IN FAVOUR OF THE MORATORIUM ON TESTING AND EARLY
CONCLUSION OF THE CTBT.

BY ANY MEASURE THIS AMOUNTS TO AN UNEQUIVOCAL RESPONSE. | AM IN NO
DOUBT THAT THE FRENCH ARE CLEAR ABOUT OUR VIEWS.

LAST NIGHT, CABINET — AFTER HEARING A REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM
SENATOR EVANS — DECIDED UPON A SERIES OF FURTHER MEASURES NOW TO BE
TAKEN AND IN THE LIGHT OF THE OUTCOME OF THE FORUM DELEGATION'S VISIT TO
FRANCE. COVERING ACTIONS AT THE BILATERAL, REGIONAL AND GLOBAL LEVEL.
THESE MEASURES ARE IN LINE WITH THE GOVERNMENT’'S CONSISTENT POLICY ON
THIS ISSUE WHICH AS BEEN TO RESPOND IN A MEASURED, GRADUATED WAY,
LEAVING OPEN EVERY AVENUE FOR FRANCE TO RESPOND TO SOUTH PACIFIC
CONCERNS.

THE FULL DETAILS OF THE PROPOSED MEASURES ARE SET OUT BELOW. IN BROAD
OUTLINE, THEY ARE ASFOLLOWS:

» THE GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED THAT AUSTRALIA’S AMBASSADOR IN PARISISTO
BE RECALED FOR URGENT CONSULTATIONS AND BRIEFING ON HOW AUSTRALIA CAN
BEST CONTINUE TO REACT OT THE FRENCH DECISION.

« THE GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO EXTEND THE CURTAILMENT OF DEFENCE
CONTACTS WITH FRANCE IN THE AREAS OF SHIP AND AIRCRAFT VISITS, TRAINING,
SENIOR OFFICER VISITS, MATERIAL ACQUISITION, AND DEFENCE-RELATED
AGREEMENTS AND ARRANGEMENTS. THE SENIOR ADF REPRESENTATIVE IN PARIS
WILL BE RECALLED. (IN RELATION TO THE CURTAILMENT OF AIRCRAFT VISITS,
DEFENCE WILL TAKE THE OPERATIONAL STEPS REQUIRED TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE
THE SAME LEVEL OF MARITIME SURVEILLANCE TO THE PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES.)

+ THE GOVERNMENT WILL CONVENE A SPECIAL MEETING OF SOUTH PACIFIC
ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS TO DISCUSS THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF TESTING.

« THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE CONSULTING WITH FORUM COUNTRIES ON POSSIBLE
REGIONAL MEASURES INCLUDING THE SUSPENSION OF FRANCE'S STATUSASA SOUTH
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PACIFIC FORUM DIALOGUE PARTNER FOR THE DURATION OF TESTING, A POSSIBLE
BOYCOTT BY INDIVIDUAL FORUM COUNTRIES OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC GAMES TO BE
HELD IN FRENCH POLYNESIA IN AUGUST, AND THE FORMATION OF A FORUM
REGIONAL ACTION COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE RESPONSES TO FRANCE'S DECISION,
MOBILISE AND SUPPORT COMMUNITY CAMPAIGNS IN FORUM COUNTRIES, AND
REPORT TO THE MADANG FORUM IN SEPTEMBER.

+ THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE CONSULTING WITH FORUM COUNTRIES ON THE
DESIRABILITY OF A PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN BEING MOBILISED IN FRANCE
TO SENSITISE PUBLIC OPINION TO THE STRENGTH OF REGIONAL OPPOSITION TO
FRENCH TESTING AND THE REASONS FORIIT.

« AT A WIDER INTERNATIONAL LEVEL, AUSTRALIAN DELEGATIONS AND
REPRESENTATIVES WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ALL AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITIES TO
REGISTER AUSTRALIAN AND REGIONAL OPPOSITION TO FRENCH TESTING IN THE UN
AND ALL OTHER APPROPRIATE MULTILATERAL BODIES, INCLUDING WHERE
APPRPRIATE THROUGH THE INITIATION OF RESOLUTIONS.

* A HIGH-LEVEL OFFICIALS MISSION WILL BE SENT TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS STATES
TO ARGUE THE CASE FOR AN ACCEPTABLY DRAFTED AND QUICKLY NEGOTIATED
CTBT.

WHILE IT IS NOT PROPOSED TO EMBARK UPON ANY TRADE OR OTHER DIRECT
ECONOMIC RESTRICTIONS, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE EXISTING POLICY OF
ENTERING INTO NO NEW CONTRACTS FOR THE SALE OF URANIUM TO FRANCE UNTIL
FRANCE ENTERSINTO A COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN TREATY WILL REMAIN IN FORCE.

THE GOVERNMENT WILL KEEP THE IMPLEMENTATION AND IMPACT OF THE ABOVE
MEASURES UNDER CLOSE REVIEW IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. WE ARE DETERMINED TO
DO EVERYTHING WE POSSIBLY AND REASONABLY CAN TO ENSURE THAT FRANCE
UNDERSTANDS THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF AUSTRALIAN AND SOUTH PACIFIC
OPPOSITION TO ITSTEST RESUMPTION DECISION, AND ACTSACCORDINGLY.

CANBERRA 23 JUNE 1005

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO FRENCH RESUMPTION OF NUCLEAR TESTS:
ADDITONAL MEASURES

A. BILATERAL
DIPLOMATIC



INFCIRC/479
Attachment

page 4

(1) RECALL AMBASSADOR BROWN FROM PARIS FOR URGENT CONSULTATIONS AND
BRIEFING ON THE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE TO DATE TO FRANCE'S DECISION.

DEFENCE
(2) RECALL THE SENIOR ADF REPRESENTATIVE IN PARIS.

(3) RESTRICT AUSTRALIAN BILATERAL DEFENCE CONTACTS WITH FRANCE IN THE
FOLLOWING MANNER:

)] SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT VISITS

- SUSPEND SHIP AND AIRCRAFT VISITS TO FRANCE AND FRENCH PACIFIC
TERRITORIES EXCEPT WHERE SUCH VISITS ARE RELATED TO HUMANITARIAN AND
DISASTER RELIEF ACTIVITIES. THE SUSPENSION WIL REMAIN IN FORCE UNTIL FRANCE
CEASES NUCLEAR TESTING IN THE PACIFIC. THISWILL INCLUDE THE CANCELLATION
OF:

: A PLANNED VISIT TO NOUMEA BY HMAS NEWCASTLE IN SEPTEMBER TO
PARTICIPATE IN NEW CALEDONAI VP CELEBRATIONS,

: TWO MARITIME SURVEILLANCE FREMANTLE CLASS PATROL BOAT VISITS
PLANNED FOR LATER THISYEAR; AND

MARITIME PATROL AIRCRAFT VISITS TO NOUMEA.

- FRENCH MILITARY SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO
VISIT AUSTRALIA WHILE THE FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING PROGRAM CONTINUES
EXCEPT WHERE SUCH VISITS ARE RELATED TO HUMANITARIAN OR DISASTER RELIEF
ACTIVITIES.

(1)  TRAINING

- SUSPEND THE FOLLOWING TRAINING ACTIVITIES UNTIL FRANCE CEASES
NUCLEAR TESTING:

ATTENDANCE BY FRENCH STUDENTS AT THE JOINT SERVICES STAFF
COLLEGE IN CANBERRA;

ATTENDANCE BY AN AUSTRALIAN OFFICER AT A FRENCH MILITARY
STAFF COURSE IN PARIS;

: ADF FRECH LANGUAGE STUDENTS VISITING NEW CALEDONIA FOR
LANGUAGE TRAINING, AND THE VISIT BY THE ARMY TECHNICAL STAFF OFFICERS
COURSE TO FRENCH COMPANIES LATER THIS YEAR.
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(1) SENIOR OFFICER VISITS

- SUSPEND VISITS BY SENIOR DEFENCE ORGANISATION OFFICERS (ONE
STAR AND ABOVE) TO FRANCE AND BY FRENCH SENIOR OFFICERS TO AUSTRALIA.

(IV) MATERIEL ACQUISITION

- APPLY FOR THE DURATION OF FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING THE
FOLLOWING RESTRICTIONS TO THE DEFENCE MAJOR CAPTIAL EQUIPMENT
PROCUREMENT PROGRAM:

: NO NEW PROCUREMENT ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE ENTERED INTO WITH
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT,;

: PROPOSALS BY FRENCH COMPANIES TO BID AS PRIME CONTRACTORS
WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR APPROVAL CASE BY CASE BY THE MINISTER FOR DEFENCE.

(V) DEFENCE RELATED AGREEMENTS AND ARRANGEMENTS

- NOT PROGRESS PROPOSED AGREEMENTS IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS
WHILE THE FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING PROGRAM CONTINUES:

FRENCH-AUSTRALIAN COLLABORATION ON NAVAL EQUIPMENT;
A COOPERATIVE DEFENCE LOGISTICS SUPPORT AGREEMENT;

: AN MOU ON THE IMPLEMENTAITON OF THE EXISTING AGREEMENT ON
COLLABORATION ON DEFENCE RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY;

AN ARRANGEMENT FOR THE EXCHANGE OF CLASSIFIED MARITIME
INFORMATION.

B. REGIONAL

(4) CONSULT WITH SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM COUNTRIES ON SUSPENSION OF
FRANCE AS A SOUTH PACIFIC DIALOGUE PARTNER FOR THE DURATION OF FRENCH
TESTING.

(5) CONSULT WITH THE SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM COUNTRIES ON THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGIONAL ACTION COMMITTEE TO:

)] COORDINATE FORUM FOLLOW-UP TO THE FORUM MISSION’S TALKS WITH
FRANCE,
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(1) DEVELOP A FORUM CAMPAIGN ON NUCLEAR TESTING ON THE SOUTH
PACIFICTO

- MAINTAIN A FLOW OF INFORMATION TO REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS AND
GROUPS;

- ASSIST IN CHANNELLING COMMUNITY VIEWS TO APPROPRIATE UN AND
OTHER INTERNATIONAL BODIES; AND

- ASSIST IN CHANNELLING COMMUNITY VIEWS TO TARGET FRENCH
COMMUNITY GROUPS SUCH ASNGOS, POLITICAL PARTIES AND SCHOOLS.

(1) REPORT ON THE COMMITTEE'S ACTIVITIES TO THE LEADERS AT THE
MADANG FORUM MEETING IN SEPTEMBER.

(6) CONVENE A SPECIAL MEETING OF SOUTH PACIFIC ENVIRONMENT
MINISTERS TO DISCUSS THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF-TESTING AND THE
POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MONITORING PROGRAM.

(7) CONSULT WITH SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM COUNTRIES ON THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN — INCLUDING, FOR EXAMPLE,
EXHIBITIONS, NEWSPAPER ARTICLES, TELEVISION AND CINEMA ADVERTISEMENTS —
TO BE UNDERTAKEN IN FRANCE TO SENSITISE FRENCH PUBLIC OPINION TO THE
STRENGTH OF REGIONAL OPPOSITION TO FRENCH TESTING AND THE REASONS FORIT.

(80 CONSULT WITH SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM COUNTRIES ON THE POSSIBLE
BOYCOTT OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC GAMES TO BE HELD IN FRENCH POLYNESIA IN
AUGUST THISYEAR.

C. GLOBAL

(99 SEND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE A HIGH-LEVEL OFFICIALS MISSION TO THE
NUCLEAR WEAPON STATES TO ARGUE THE CASE FOR A STRONG AND EFFECTIVE
COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN TREATY AND ACCELERATE THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS
FORIT.

(10) TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ALL AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITIES, INCLUDING
WHERE APPROPRIATE THROUGH THE INITIATION OF RESOLUTIONS, TO REGISTER
AUSTRALIAN OPPOSITION TO FRENCH TESTING IN UN AND OTHER APPROPRIATE
MULTILATERAL FORUMS. PARTICULARLY:

THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT;

: THE COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING IN AUCKLAND
IN NOVEMBER;

THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY;

: THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, OF WHICH AUSTRALIA IS
CURRENTLY AN EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER.
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THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY
THE UN SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION;
THE UN 50™ ANNIVERSARY SUMMIT IN OCTOBER;
THE HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT OF ECOSOC. 4-6 JULY;

: THE INTERNATIONAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION WHICH IS
CURRENTLY MEETING IN PARIS FROM 13-27 JUNE;

: THE UNESCO EXECUTIVE BOARD AND GENERAL CONFERENCE TO BE HELD
IN PARISIN OCTOBER.



