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Statenment by the Iragi Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
on the twentieth anniversary of Irag's ratification
of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons (NPT)

Iraq is celebrating the twentieth anniversary of its
ratification of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Veapons
(NPT) - of which Iraq was anong the first signatories, thus expressing
its profound belief in the Treaty's objectives and its principles in
the field of international relations through sincere and serious
participation in the efforts of the international comunity to
establish a new world free fromneans of destruction and anni hilation
and to strengthen the foundations of peace and security for mankind.

As a devel oping country, lraq realized early that atom c energy
can play a significant role in the scientific and devel opnent al
progranmes of various social and econom ¢ sectors, serving the
interests of all States and in particular those of the devel opi ng
countries. In 1987, in his nessage to the United Nations Conference
for the Pronotion of International Go-operation in the Peaceful Uses
of Nucl ear Energy, President Saddam Hussei n enphasi zed the right of
all States "to acquire and use nucl ear technol ogy for such purposes
according to their priorities, interests and needs under appropriate,
agreed international safeguards to prevent all kinds of nuclear
proliferation, w thout any discrimnation" and urged t he Conference
participants "to create a positive atnosphere for the pronotion and
devel opnent of international co-operation, eschewing attenpts to
hi nder the transfer of peaceful nuclear technology and to apply
pressure on devel opi ng countries to prevent them from proceeding with
their peaceful nucl ear progranmes”.

In celebrating this anniversary, lraq recalls that on 7 June 1981
its nuclear research centre was subjected to heinous arned aggression
carried out by Israeli fighter aircraft. This aggression constituted
a dangerous precedent and was consi dered by the Security Council, in
resolution 487(1981), to be "a serious threat to the entire | AEA
saf eguards regi ne which is the foundation of the non-proliferation
Treaty". Moreover, the Agency, in many resol utions, described this
aggression as an attack on the Agency itself and its safeguards system

NPT, in letter and spirit, reflects the belief of the States
party to it that the destruction caused by nucl ear war nust be
avoi ded and that nuclear proliferation would lead to a serious
increase in the danger of nuclear war and weaken the security of al
States; thus, the question of the proliferation of nuclear weapons
shoul d be taken seriously by all States, The introduction of nuclear
weapons into the Mddle East by Israel is not only a severe blowto
the international non-proliferation efforts being nade since the
i nception of NPT - it also reflects an irresponsible policy harnfu
to the continuing efforts to protect the region fromthe dangers of
the arns race in
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all its forms and to make it a nuclear-free zone. This policy
i's exposing the region to serious devel opments whose
consequences for international peace and security are unknown.

The col | aborati on between Israel and the racist regi ne of
South Africa confirnms Israel's constant endeavour to frustrate
the non-proliferation efforts and aspirations of the
international comunity and is contributing seriously to the
ri sk of nuclear weapons proliferation to other regions of the
wor |l d, thereby increasing tension and instability.

Now, over twenty years after NPT was opened for signature,
Irag nore than ever is convinced of the need for international
pressure, exerted especially by the depository States, on
Israel in order to force it forthwith to discard its nuclear
weapons, renounce the possession of such weapons, subject al
its nuclear activities to full-scope safeguards, help in
maki ng the M ddl e East a nuclear-free zone and abide by all
rel evant resol utions adopted by the international community -
especially Security Council resolution 487(1981). These are
matters to which the Fourth NPT Revi ew Conference, to be held
this year, should give serious consideration, with a viewto
adopting neasures that ensure the inplenentation of the
Treaty.

Iraq, which welconmes the detente in international
relati ons and the ongoi ng serious negotiations anong States on
the control of all types of weapons, believes that the nopst
ef fective guarantee agai nst the possi ble use of nucl ear
weapons and the danger of nuclear war is nuclear disarmanment
and the total elimnation of nuclear weapons.



