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TO THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

1. On 5 January 1996,

the Director General received a communication dated

4 January 1996 from the Permanent Mission of Australia transmitting a Statement of 28
December 1995 by the Acting Prime Minister of Australia on "The Fifth French Nuclear

Test".

2. As requested by the Permanent Mission of Australia, the text of the Statement is being
circulated for the information of Member States of the Agency.
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INFCIRC/497
Attachment

STATEMENT BY THE ACTING PRIME MINISTER, THE HON KIM BEAZLEY MP

THE FIFTH FRENCH NUCLEAR TEST

I STRONGLY CONDEMN THE LATEST FRENCH NUCLEAR TEST AT MURUROA
ATOLL WHICH SENDS THE WORST POSSIBLE MESSAGE FOR THE NEW YEAR TO
THE PEOPLE OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC.

THE FIFTH TEST IS A RECKLESS ACTION BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT WHICH
IGNORES THE WISHES OF THE PEOPLE OF THE REGION AND DEMONSTRATES AN
ARROGANT DISREGARD FOR THE RECENT RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE
UNITED NATIONS CALLING FOR AN IMMEDIATE END TO NUCLEAR TESTING.

IT ALSO PLACES UNNECESSARY STRAIN ON NEGOTIATIONS FOR A
COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN TREATY (CTBT).

CONDUCTING FIVE TESTS IN LESS THAN FOUR MONTHS IS COMPLETELY
CONTRARY TO THE UNDERTAKING THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT GAVE AT THE
NUCLEAR NON- PROLIFERATION TREATY REVIEW AND EXTENSION CONFERENCE
IN MAY THIS YEAR TO EXERCISE "UTMOST RESTRAINT" IN NUCLEAR TESTING.

THIS SITUATION REINFORCES THE NEED TO CONSIDER PRACTICAL MEASURES
FOR ELIMINATING NUCLEAR WEAPONS.

THE CANBERRA COMMISSION ON THE ELIMINATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS
WILL BEGIN ITS DELIBERATIONS IN CANBERRA FROM 23 TO 25 JANUARY 1996 TO
ADVANCE THIS GOAL.

THIS WILL BE THE FIRST IN A SERIES OF MEETINGS BY THE COMMISSION TO
PROMOTE FRESH THINKING ON STEPS NECESSARY FOR A NUCLEAR
WEAPON-FREE WORLD.

I CALL ON THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT TO MAKE A FRESH START TO 1996 BY
IMMEDIATELY ENDING ITS NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTS.

THIS WOULD BE AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE FINAL ROUND OF
NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CTBT AND WOULD HELP RESTORE FRANCE'S TARNISHED
INTERNATIONAL CREDENTIALS.

CANBERRA
28 DECEMBER 1995





