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ARRANGEMENTS POR THE CONFERENCE 

( a ) ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ALLOCATION OF ITEMS POR INITIAL DISCUSSION 

1 . The PRESIDENT informed "the Conference t h a t t h e General Committee, 

a t i t s meeting t he previous day, had authorized him t o repor t on the r e s u l t s 

of i t s cons idera t ion of t he agenda and the a l l oca t ion of items for i n i t i a l 

d i scuss ion . The General Committee recommended t h a t t he agenda should con

s i s t of a l l the items contained in the provis ional agenda, as s e t out in 

dooument GC(xXIV)/626, and t h a t the items should he a l l o c a t e d for i n i t i a l 

d iscuss ion as ind ica ted i n t h a t document. 

2 . The General Committee's recommendations were accepted. 

( b ) CLOSING DATE OF THE SESSION AND OPENING DATE OF THE NEXT SESSION 

3 . The PRESIDENT fu r the r informed the Conference t h a t the General 

Committee had authorized him t o repor t t h a t i t recommended f ix ing Friday, 

26 September 1980, as the c los ing date of the twenty-fourth regu la r 

sess ion and Monday, 21 September 1981, as the opening date of the twenty-

f i f t h regu la r sess ion of t h e General Conference. 

4 . The recommendations of t h e General Committee were accepted. 

Mr. Rossi Guerrero (Venezuela) took the Chair . 

GENERAL DEBATE AND ANNUAL REPORT POR 1979 (resumed) 

5 . Mr. HOSSAIN (Bangladesh) sa id tha t Bangladesh bel ieved in the 

peaceful uses of atomic energy for t h e benefi t of mankind and had signed the 

Treaty on the Non-pro l i fe ra t ion of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in 1979. I t had 

thereby f u l f i l l e d i t s ob l iga t ions t o the i n t e rna t i on a l community t o ensure 

peace and f r iendship by l i m i t i n g a l l sources of d e s t r u c t i o n and us ing nuclear 

energy exc lus ive ly for the p r o s p e r i t y of mankind. A p o s i t i v e s tep towards 

l i m i t i n g nuc lear armaments and other weapons of mass a n n i h i l a t i o n was the 

paramount need of the present day i f an atmosphere of t r u s t and amity was 

t o be crea ted , p a r t i c u l a r l y among the l e s s developed n a t i o n s . Although, 

toge ther with many other c o u n t r i e s , Bangladesh had demonstrated i t s firm 

•belief i n disarmament by s igning NPT, i f t he major Powers did not s incere ly 

in tend t o apply t he Treaty i t would be t o t a l l y i n e f f e c t i v e . The major 

Powers would have t o take p o s i t i v e s teps to gradual ly reduce t h e i r production 
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of nuc lea r weapons u n t i l i t s topped a l toge the r ; then the aim must be t o 

des t roy the e x i s t i n g nuclear a r s e n a l s . He a l so firmly be l ieved t h a t , to 

ensure peace, conventional arms should a l so be s u b s t a n t i a l l y reduced in 

a gradual , systematic way. He was disappointed a t the unsuccessful ending 

of t he Second NPT Review Conference and agreed with Dr. Eklund ' s suggestion 

t h a t a comprehensive t e s t ban t r e a t y would help crea te confidence among 

non-nuclear count r ies by e l imina t ing discr iminatory elements i n NPT. 

6. While apprec ia t ing the e f f o r t s of the Sec re t a r i a t i n prepar ing the 

Agency's programme for 198I-86 and the budget for 1981, he was concerned 

about the s h o r t f a l l in the Technical Assis tance Fund, de sp i t e the Board's 

t a r g e t of $13 mi l l ion for 1981. He the re fore repeated Bangladesh's reques t 

t o t he Agency to take every measure t o increase the amount of t echn ica l 

a s s i s t an ce for developing c o u n t r i e s , so as not only to balance the increas ing 

cost of safeguards but a lso t o meet the r e a l needs of those c o u n t r i e s . The 

following poin ts deserved emphasis: 

( i ) The IAEA should approach UNDP, the UNCSTD Inter im Fund, CIDA 

and other funding bodies for research and development i n order 

t o increase the sums a v a i l a b l e for t echnica l a s s i s t a n c e ; 

( i i ) A revolving fund might be provided by the Agency for developing 

count r ies t o use for emergency purposes; 

( i i i ) Seminars and symposia should be organized in developing countr ies 

t o ensure a g rea te r number of l o c a l p a r t i c i p a n t s ; and 

( i v ) Technical manpower and funds within the developing count r ies 

should be b e t t e r u t i l i z e d , i n accordance with t he TCDC concept, 

by e s t a b l i s h i n g appropr ia te r e l a t i o n s h i p s between them. 

7 . According t o expert opinion, t h e cost of nuclear power was becoming 

inc reas ing ly competitive with conventional energy sources , as o i l and other 

f o s s i l fue l s had gradual ly r i s e n i n p r i ce while the p r i c e of uranium and enr ich

ment s e rv i ce s had remained f a i r l y s t a b l e . His country was accordingly i n t e r e s t ed 

in having a nuclear power programme which might e l iminate t he shortage of e l e c 

t r i c i t y i n Bangladesh, and thus p ro tec t i t s i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n p l ans . I t was a lso 

mindful of the b e n e f i t s t ha t would y i e l d i n science and technology. The main 

problems facing Bangladesh and o t h e r developing count r ies were t h a t ( i ) they 

needed small and medium-sized r e a c t o r s , the manufacture of which was gradual ly 
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decreasing, and ( i i ) the i n i t i a l investment cost of nuclear power p l a n t s 

was very high and inc reas ing annual ly. His delegat ion appreciated the Agency's 

concern about those problems and urged i t t o seek a so lu t ion , poss ib ly by 

encouraging manufacturers t o supply small and medium-size reac to rs t o the 

developing count r ies and convincing OPEC coun t r i e s and the World Bank and o ther 

f inancing agencies , such as the Asian Development Bank, to provide spec i a l 

c r e d i t s for the developing count r ies , thus enabl ing them to procure such 

r e a c t o r s . 

8. Bangladesh was nego t i a t i ng the purchase of a small but commercial power 

r eac to r and was g ra t e fu l t o the Agency for he lp ing i t t o evaluate the t echn ica l 

b i d s . I t hoped t h a t the Agency would continue t o support i t and to he lp i n 

many ways, such as by t r a i n i n g s ta f f for t he power r e a c t o r . 

9 . In order t o embark upon nuclear power programmes, the developing countr ies 

would require he lp with respec t t o the e n t i r e nuclear fuel cycle . While con

g r a t u l a t i n g the Agency on the successful conclusion of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Nuclear 

Fuel Cycle Evaluation (INFCE), he urged t h a t t he var ious repor t s should 

be made ava i lab le as ea r ly as possibles they would r e f l e c t the developing 

countr ies* needs and show them how to obta in the r e q u i s i t e nuclear fuel cycle 

s e r v i c e s . He expressed s t rong support for t he establishment of r eg iona l fuel 

cycle centres under i n t e r n a t i o n a l control and management. Bangladesh would 

support the Committee on Assurances of Supply (CAS), which was perhaps one 

of the f i r s t p r a c t i c a l r e s u l t s of INFCE. 

10. I t was g r a t i f y i n g t o note the Agency's work t o s trengthen i t s reg iona l 

research a c t i v i t i e s under the RCA. Bangladesh had been ac t ive ly p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

in a l l RCA p r o j e c t s since i t s inception i n 1972. I t had a lso agreed t o take 

par t in the RCA programme on appl ica t ions of isotope and r ad i a t i on technology 
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under the UNDP f ive -yea r i n d u s t r i a l p r o j e c t . I t s t rongly supported 

the cont inuat ion of such p ro j ec t s with enhanced f i n a n c i a l con t r ibu t ions by the 

IAEA and developed c o u n t r i e s . He welcomed the recent accession of Japan and 

Aus t ra l i a to the Regional Co-operative Agreement (RCA). I t was to be hoped 

tha t through g r e a t e r co-operat ion within the framework of the RCA i t would soon 

be poss ib le to open an IAEA Asian Regional Cent re . 

1 1 . Bangladesh was committed t o the peaceful u t i l i z a t i o n of atomic energy 

in the economic development of the country. In add i t ion t o research and 

development a c t i v i t i e s i n d i f fe ren t branches of atomic energy, important 

developments had taken place during the past y e a r . The Atomic Energy 

Research Establishment a t Savar was t o be Bangladesh 's main nuclear 

research es tabl ishment . The work a t d i f fe ren t i n s t i t u t e s had 

been progressing according to schedule. The b u i l d i n g for the I r r a d i a t i o n 

and Pest Control Research I n s t i t u t e (IPCORI) had been completed and a 

Co r a d i a t i o n source i n s t a l l e d for p i l o t s t u d i e s . The labora tory was 

now f u l l y opera t iona l i n the new campus. An IBM f a s t computer (4OOO s e r i e s ) 

was scheduled to be i n s t a l l e d at Savar by t he end of 1980. Building work 

for the i n s t a l l a t i o n of a 3-MW Triga Mark-II r e sea rch r e a c t o r a t the I n s t i t u t e 

of Nuclear Technology was t o s t a r t in two or t h r e e months' t ime. Two new 

nuclear medicine c e n t r e s , one a t Sylhet and one a t Dinajpur, were under con

s t r u c t i o n and would be opera t iona l by the end of 1980. F ina l l y , exp lo ra t ion 

for uranium and o ther heavy minerals along the coun t ry ' s shorel ine was i n 

progress ; the necessary t e s t d r i l l i n g and p i l o t p lant work had s t a r t e d . He 

was g ra t e fu l to the IAEA and UNDP for t h e i r he lp i n t h a t r e spec t . 



GC(XXIV)/OR.223 
page 6 

12. His de legat ion hoped tha t t he Agency would be w i l l i n g t o increase i t s 

t echn ica l a s s i s t ance t o Bangladesh, in keeping with the coun t ry ' s needs. 

Bangladesh, for i t s p a r t , was prepared t o renew i t s pledge t o co-operate in a l l 

aspects of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. He f e l t confident t h a t , under 

the able guidance of the Director General, t he Agency would continue successful ly 

to promote the peaceful uses of atomic energy in the i n t e r e s t s of peace and 

p rospe r i t y throughout the world. 

13. Mr. COSTA-ALONSO (Mexico) said t h a t h i s country, which throughout i t s 

contemporary h i s t o r y had adopted a humanistic and ant i-war approach, des i red t o 

co-operate in a l l a c t i v i t i e s promoting hea l thy i n t e rna t i ona l co-existence and 

eagerly p a r t i c i p a t e d in a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l forums which pursued tha t noble aim. 

I t had therefore f i rmly supported t he p r i n c i p l e s of non- in tervent ion in the 

a f f a i r s of other na t i ons , of free se l f -de terminat ion of peoples , of peaceful 

so lu t ion of c o n f l i c t s and of observance of in t e rna t iona l t r e a t i e s . 

14. The present time was charac te r ized by in secu r i t y and d i s t r u s t . I t was 

no wonder tha t much of the e f for t t o d ispel them ran up aga ins t despa i r and 

cynicism, for war had h i t h e r t o been an incurable disease and the p r eva i l i ng 

peace was nothing but an armed t r u c e during which raged numerous c i v i l wars and 

loca l c o n f l i c t s . 

15. Mexico was f igh t ing for t he freedom and d igni ty of man and for soc ia l 

j u s t i c e , because war was not caused exc lus ive ly by p o l i t i c a l d i f ferences or 

confrontat ion of economic i n t e r e s t s but was a l so due t o pover ty , misery, fear 

and soc ia l i n j u s t i c e . 

16. In s p i t e of the considerable e f f o r t s made by many na t i ons t o remove suspicion, 

fear and mutual d i s t r u s t as f a c t o r s con t r ibu t ing t o war, comprehensive development 

must be promoted so as t o e l iminate t he cl imate which engendered violence - only 

such development would remove the sharp c o n t r a s t s between wealth and misery 
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ex i s t ing among na t ions and socia l c l a s s e s . The pursu i t of un ive r sa l peace should 

go hand i n hand with comprehensive development, making a r e a l i t y of the principles 

embodied i n the Universal Declarat ion of Human Rights . Since peace meant 

comprehensive development and development meant peace, such development had t o 

be the goal of human soc ie ty and should take t he form of achieving fu l l freedom 

and d ign i ty of man where socia l j u s t i c e was concerned. In the context of the 

In t e rna t iona l Atomic Energy Agency, development re fe r red s p e c i f i c a l l y t o the 

capacity t o benef i t from the peaceful uses of nuclear energy i n economic 

development which would promote comprehensive development. 

17. Pres ident Lopez P o r t i l l o of Mexico had pointed out t h a t , i f more rational and 

f a i r e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic r e l a t i o n s could not be e s t a b l i s h e d , the present 

peace was bound to end in war, which would probably be the l a s t for mankind; 

addressing t h e United Nations General Assembly, he had ca l l ed for a world energy 

plan t o achieve more rational energy consumption and to ensure trans i t ion and 

access t o new non-hydrocarbon sources . That implied c rea t ing an environment in 

which i n t e r e s t e d na t ions could without delay embark on developing nuclear power 

so as t o reap i t s bene f i t s in t he p o s t - o i l e r a . His country would be s t r i v i n g • 

for such a plan involving the development and use of a l t e r n a t i v e sources of 

energy. 

18. I t was worth mentioning tha t Mexico and Venezuela had prepared a regional 

co-operat ion pro jec t on energy in Central America, under which count r ies with 

abundant energy resources would share them under c e r t a i n condi t ions with those 

lacking such resources . 

19. Comprehensive development must be based on un ive r sa l , r a t i o n a l and 

equi table use of the bas ic energy r e sources . Without the d i s t r i b u t i o n of 

technology, ma te r i a l and equipment e s s e n t i a l for such development, war in some 

form would be i n e v i t a b l e . 
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20. Mexico viewed with deep concern the growing d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

co-operat ion, as evidenced by the f a i l u r e of t he Second Conference t o Review 

the Treaty on the Non-Pro l i fe ra t ion of Nuclear Weapons (NFT), held a t Geneva. 

I t was indeed to be r e g r e t t e d t h a t , during review of the operat ion of t he only 

in t e rna t iona l instrument designed to prevent t he m i l i t a r y uses and t o guarantee 

the peaceful u t i l i z a t i o n of nuclear energy, the p a r t i c i p a t i n g count r ies had been 

unable t o agree on a so lu t ion reconci l ing t he a p p l i c a t i o n of safeguards with 

assurances of nuclear supply for developing c o u n t r i e s . 

2 1 . Developing coun t r i e s had not been compensated for t h e i r u n i l a t e r a l and 

free renunciat ion of nuc lea r weapons, and wondered whether HPT had not become 

an obstacle t o the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, e spec ia l ly as coun t r i e s 

not pa r t y t o the Trea ty had ample access t o nuc lea r technology. I t was indeed 

an i r r i t a t i n g paradox t h a t a f t e r being in ex i s tence for a decade the Treaty was 

unable t o ha l t t h e nuc lea r arms race and t o r e s u l t in the des t ruc t ion of t he 

ex i s t i ng nuclear a r sena l but had proved e f f ec t ive in hindering the peaceful 

uses of nuclear energy. He emphatically po in ted t o the f a i l u r e t o f u l f i l t he 

two main ob l iga t ions under the Treaty , namely t he ob l iga t ion t o i n i t i a t e 

disarmament and the ob l iga t i on t o supply peaceful nuclear technology t o 

non-nuclear-weapon S t a t e s , 

22. As had been recognized a t the Second HPT Review Conference, progress had 

been achieved in severa l a r eas ; for example the Agency's safeguards a c t i v i t i e s 

under A r t i c l e I I I of HPT had developed s a t i s f a c t o r i l y , the number of safeguards 

agreements concluded with the Agency had increased and no divers ions or 

anomalies had been discovered through the a p p l i c a t i o n of safeguards i n t h e 

preceding f ive y e a r s . The progress in na t i ona l systems of accounting and 

con t ro l , i n safeguards techniques , ins t rumenta t ion and da t a process ing, and 

i n t he r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of Agency inspect ions was commendable. 

23. However, the developing countr ies had expressed t h e i r unanimous opposi t ion 

t o the u n i l a t e r a l imposi t ion of addi t iona l condi t ions of supervision and 

con t ro l , which were beyond the safeguards requirements under A r t i c l e I I I of MPT 

and l ay outside t he scope of the Agency's safeguards system. 
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24. Mexico considered such measures to be unacceptable because, f i r s t , they 

were contrary t o the p r i n c i p l e of se l f -de te rmina t ion i n the mat ter of the 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy under A r t i c l e IV of NPT; second, they cast 

doubts on the eff icacy and suff ic iency of the Agency's safeguards system and 

undermined i t s app l i ca t ion ; t h i r d , they had been introduced without consul t ing 

o r informing the o the r S t a t e s pa r ty to HPT; and l a s t l y , they assumed t h a t addi^-

t i o n a l r e s t r i c t i o n s were needed to ensure t h a t import ing S t a t e s complied wi th 

t h e i r undertakings, in s p i t e of the h i t h e r t o scrupulous observance of those 

undertakings by the S t a t e s concerned; bes ides , those r e s t r i c t i o n s were 

incompatible with t he sovereign r i g h t s of S ta t e s and t h e i r independence. 

25. His country wished to r e i t e r a t e i t s fu l l adherence t o t he Agency's 

safeguards system, which was m u l t i l a t e r a l and non-discr iminatory , and regarded 

as incons is ten t with NFT any measure which,under t h e p re tex t of prevent ing 

hor i zon ta l p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons,placed r e s t r i c t i o n s in addi t ion t o 

those accepted by S ta te s under HPT. 

26. The lack of a consensus concerning the opera t ion of MPT was not something 

unique , and i t was c lo se ly r e l a t e d to the d i f f i c u l t nego t i a t i ons and slow progress 

observed a t the Agency i n connection with the expansion and f inancing of t e c h n i c a l 

a s s i s t a n c e . The debate on the l a t t e r subject i nd i ca t ed the obs tac les in t h e way 

of fulfi lment of the o b l i g a t i o n s under A r t i c l e IV of HPT. 

27. I t must be pointed out t ha t the " ina l i enab le r i g h t of a l l the P a r t i e s t o t he 

Treaty t o develop resea rch , production and use of nuc lea r energy for peaceful 

purposes", under A r t i c l e IV. l of NPT, could not be respec ted i f the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

for the exchange of m a t e r i a l , equipment and information with t he l e s s advanced 

count r ies was evaded. 

2 8 . His de lega t ion hoped t h a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l mechanisms crea ted by the world 

community t o promote c o l l a b o r a t i o n i n development would not f a i l and t h a t t h e 

Agency would play i t s p a r t i n revers ing the t r e n d , no t i ceab le i n c e r t a i n even t s , 

which was discouraging developing coun t r i e s . 

29. The Agency should not be reduced to a s t a t u s where i t sent experts t o inspect 

rudimentary f a c i l i t i e s , granted fel lowships t o t r a i n s c i e n t i s t s from coun t r i e s 

l ack ing nuclear f a c i l i t i e s and got involved i n t r i a n g u l a r a s s i s t ance in t he use 

of r ad io i so topes . I f the aforementioned adverse condi t ions were not remedied, 

the Agency would lose i t s c r e d i b i l i t y , s o tha t i t s v i a b i l i t y as the supreme body 

for m u l t i l a t e r a l co-opera t ion in the nuclear f i e l d would be ca l l ed in to ques t ion . 
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30. Although h i s country continued t o hope t h a t h i s t o r i c a l v i s i o n and p o l i t i c a l 

wi l l would be shown in s t rengthening those areas of a c t i v i t y where the developing 

countr ies needed subs t an t i a l impetus for t h e i r nuclear programmes, i t feared that 

ac t ion could not tie expected in the near future and r eg re t t ed t h a t the r a r e 

oppor tun i t i e s for t he Agency's f u l l y carrying out i t s functions were being l o s t . 

31• Reca l l ing , in p a r t i c u l a r , the terms of reference of the committee es tab l i shed 

by the Board in June 1980 to consider and advise on assurances of nuclear supply, 

he wondered why such a body was requi red i f what the developing count r ies needed 

was a t r u e forum to negot ia te agreements involving the p a r t i e s and not learned 

analyses of the s t a t e of the nuc lear fuel cycle in the world. Adoption of jo in t 

dec la ra t ions and codes of conduct were not l i k e l y t o lead t o more e f fec t ive and 

l e s s d iscr iminatory co-operat ion, for the impediments t o the t r a n s f e r of nuclear 

technology and the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons were p o l i t i c a l ma t t e r s . 

32. The establishment of tha t committee ought t o lead t o a new stage in the 

Agency's l i fe ,where countr ies could obta in pledges of suppl ies on a r e l i a b l e 

and long-term b a s i s , and thus t o pave the way for nego t i a t i ons . Otherwise, he 

feared t h a t i t would only help in maintaining the s t a tus quo and not be a 

challenge t o the p o l i t i c a l w i l l of t he p a r t i e s in the p r eva i l i ng atmosphere of 

d i s t r u s t and t ens ion . 

33. Mr. WYRZYKOWSKI (Poland) r e c a l l e d t h a t at the twen ty- th i rd sess ion of 

the General Conference, in New Delhi , t he Pol ish delegat ion had emphasized the 

importance of the urgent entry in to force of SALT I I . I t was t o be r e g r e t t e d tha t 

no progress had been made since t h a t time towards r a t i f i c a t i o n of the Treaty, 

though Poland s t i l l hoped i t would come in to force in the near fu tu re . 

34. Another event which had caused deep concern t o the Pol i sh na t ion was the 

HATO decis ion in December 1979 t o deploy new types of nuclear mi s s i l e s in 

western Europe. Such a c t s did not serve to s t rengthen the po l i cy of detente and 

disarmament. 
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35« One of t he main t a s k s cur ren t ly fac ing mankind was t o p ro tec t t he world 

from the dangers of t he arms r a c e . I n t h a t connection, NPT played an important 

r o l e by he lp ing to l i m i t t he t e r r i t o r i a l extent of t he problem. Such a s t a b i 

l i z i n g effect was p a r t i c u l a r l y important a t a time when numerous d e s t r u c t i v e 

fac tors were tending to increase i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e n s i o n s . Poland appealed t o 

the Governments of other countr ies t o j o in i n the e f fo r t s to s top t h e arms race -

a race which was encouraging various Powers to acquire nuclear weapons. 

36. The recent Review Conference i n Geneva had reconfirmed the importance of 

the KPT and had s t r e s s e d the necess i ty of achieving r e a l progress i n t he f i e l d s 

of arms l i m i t a t i o n and disarmament, of developing i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion 

i n t he peaceful uses of nuclear energy and of s t rengthening the Agency's s a f e 

guards a c t i v i t i e s . 

37« After long s c i e n t i f i c and t echn ica l s t u d i e s , Poland had s t a r t e d const ruct ion 

work on i t s f i r s t nuclear power plant , of 880 MH capaci ty ( l a t e r t o be increased 

to 1000 MW)» The country was r e l a t i v e l y r i c h i n coa l , producing more than 

200 mi l l ion tons of hard coal and 50 m i l l i o n tons of l i g n i t e a y e a r . However, 

the Pol ish Government bel ieved t h a t coal was a valuable resource and should not 

simply be burnt for power and heat genera t ion purposes . I t t h e r e f o r e planned 

fur ther rap id development of nuclear power s t a t i o n s and also t he cons t ruc t ion 

of nuclear genera t ing p lan t s for d i s t r i c t hea t ing purposes. I t was important 

t o emphasize t h e fact t h a t t he r ap id ly growing demand for energy could not be 

met with coal only: a balanced development of d i f f e ren t energy sources , and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y nuc lear energy, had become economically and t e c h n i c a l l y e s s e n t i a l . 

38o Poland was i n favour of i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c i e n t i f i c and t echn ica l co-operat ion 

between coun t r i e s i n t e r e s t e d i n t he peaceful use of nuclear energy. Hon-nuclear-

weapon S ta te s should have guaranteed access to s c i e n t i f i c and t echn ica l achieve

ments and the p r a c t i c a l app l ica t ions of nuclear mate r ia l s for peaceful purposes . 

The Pol ish de lega t ion wished to emphasize t he d i r e c t connection t h a t ex is ted 

between the c r e a t i o n of p o s s i b i l i t i e s for t he peaceful use of nuc lear energy and 

the s t r i c t observa t ion of ob l iga t ions concerning n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n . The Agency 

had an important r o l e t o play i n t h a t connect ion. 

39. The Po l i sh de lega t ion supported t h e idea of e labora t ing , under t he aegis of 

t he IAEA, p r i n c i p l e s for i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-opera t ion i n t he peaceful use of nuclear 

energy and i t welcomed the s e t t i n g up by t h e Board of Governors of t h e Committee 

on Assurances of Supply. 
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4 0 . The fur ther development of -the Agency's safeguards system was a ve iy impor

t a n t t a s k . The work a l ready s t a r t e d on improving t h e ef fec t iveness of safeguards 

da t a v e r i f i c a t i o n should be cont inued. As a token of i t s high regard for t h e 

Agency's safeguards a c t i v i t i e s , Poland was supplying highly qua l i f i ed s p e c i a l i s t s 

t o work as i n s p e c t o r s . 

4 1 . As a country with a r i c h t r a d i t i o n and widely recognized s c i e n t i f i c a c h i e v e 

ments i n fundamental and appl ied atomic research , and a country which was jus t 

s t a r t i n g t o implement i t s own nuclear power programme, Poland appreciated t h e 

importance of t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e . I t had sought and would continue t o seek 

Agency help i n t r a i n i n g i t s s c i e n t i f i c personne l . I t intended to sha re , t o an 

inc reas ing degree, i t s own experience with i n t e r e s t e d countr ies wi th in t h e frame

work of t he technica l a s s i s t a n c e programme. 

4 2 . Poland approved t h e f igure of 413 mi l l ion agreed for t echnica l a s s i s t a n c e and 

was ready to cont r ibu te i t s assessed amount. I t be l ieved t h a t con t r ibu t ions t o 

t h e Fund should continue t o be voluntary and to be paid i n loca l c u r r e n c i e s . 

4 3 . The Agency could not avoid the economic problems a f fec t ing the r e s t of t h e 

world. For the f i r s t t ime i n t he Agency's h i s t o r y , t h e budget showed zero growth 

i n r e a l t e rms . The D i r e c t o r General was t o be congratula ted for t a i l o r i n g t h e 

budget t o t h e economic s i t u a t i o n of t h e Member S t a t e s . I t was un l ike ly t h a t t h e 

d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n would improve i n t h e near f u t u r e , so t h e present f i n a n c i a l 

po l i cy should be cont inued. That would requ i re from the Direc tor General and t h e 

S e c r e t a r i a t a more r igorous s e l e c t i o n of those programmes which would enable t h e 

Agency t o carry on i t s s t a t u t o r y t a s k s , e spec ia l ly t h e development of t h e s a f e 

guards system, and nuc lear safe ty and technica l a s s i s t ance a c t i v i t i e s , without a 

s i gn i f i c an t increase i n t h e budget . The phasing out of c e r t a i n programmes would 

enable s t a f f t o be r e d i r e c t e d t o new t a s k s . A c r i t i c a l ana lys i s should be made 

i n order to el iminate programmes which, as a r e s u l t of developments i n atomic 

sc i ence , had become of secondary importance. The S c i e n t i f i c Advisory Committee 

should extend i t s a c t i v i t y i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . However, t h e Pol ish de lega t ion 

wished to s t a t e tha t i t considered t h e proposed programme of Agency a c t i v i t i e s t o 

be cons t ruc t ive and j u s t i f i e d and t h e draf t budget t o be accep tab le . 
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4 4 . Mr. PERBSSIN (Holy See) , a f t e r congra tu la t ing the Pres ident on h i s 

e l e c t i o n , sa id t h a t the s ta tement he wished t o make r e l a t e d t o the work of t he 

Agency but was based on the anthropological and s o c i a l p r i n c i p l e s which were 

i n s p i r e d by f a i t h and which had been s t r e s s e d by His Holiness Pope John Paul I I 

i n h i s addresses t o the United Nations on 2 October 1979 and to UNESCO on 

2 June 1980. 

45. In an increasingly complex world that demanded scientific and technical 

expertise which staggered the minds and imaginations of most persons, men and 

women of science and those who held political positions of responsibility must 

be ever more sensitive to the impact which scientific advance and political 

decisions had on the lives of citizens. There were many forces that could be 

used, and at times had been used, to reduce the human personality, to control 

whole peoples and to bring about in man a sense of alienation from his true 

destiny. That possibility should not be forgotten at the Agency's General 

Conference. It was, therefore, incumbent upon all who shared such responsi

bility or who had such expertise to be conscious of the roles they played and 

of the goals to be set for that important aspect of human life. Pope John Paul 

had made that very point in his address to UNESCO. 

46. The spectre of past abuses of science still haunted people today, and 

the potential for misuse of scientific advances for the production of nuclear 

weapons or to render them more sophisticated added to the apprehension of 

many people. Conscious of that, all Member States had the task of guaranteeing, 

first of all, that the nuclear material under their jurisdiction was employed 

exclusively for the benefit of mankind. Member States also needed to inform 

people truthfully and honestly of the meaning, purpose and implications of 

the options which stemmed from an assembly such as the Agency's General 

Conference. 

47. The threat of destruction through the use of nuclear warheads had brought 

about a grave situation that was contrary to the Well-being of humanity. It 

was necessary to ask whether it was certain that the upsetting of the delicate 

balance upon which international relationships rested would not lead to a war 

in which recourse would be had to nuclear arms without hesitation. Nuclear 

arms, of whatever power or type, were becoming more and more effective every 

year, and they were becoming a part of the arsenals of a growing number of 
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coun t r i e s . I t was necessary to consider whether the use of nuc lea r arms, even for 

purposes of na t iona l defence or in l im i t ed c o n f l i c t s , might not i n e v i t a b l y lead t o 

e sca l a t i on , r e s u l t i n g i n a des t ruc t ion t h a t mankind could never envisage or accept . 

48 . Unfortunately, the current p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n did not give reassurance where 

progress towards nuclear disarmament was concerned, and the p l e a made by the Pope 

for a systematic and mutual reduction i n armaments had not a l e r t e d those responsible 

t o a degree su f f i c ien t t o reassure a world tha t had j u s t i f i e d r e se rva t ions about the 

s i t u a t i o n . 

49. The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the General Conference was thus a grave one. The peaceful 

uses of nuc lear energy must c l ea r ly be separa te from the use of nuc lear ma te r i a l s for 

des t ruc t ion . The a t t i t u d e of everyone involved must be that of s c i e n t i s t s or 

statesmen dedicated t o a t ask in the se rv ice of man's l i f e . To t h a t end, a change in 

outlook and menta l i ty was required i n order t o pursue uni ted e f f o r t s t o secure the 

common good through mutual co-operat ion. Peoples and nat ions must share a common 

outlook and a t t i t u d e t h a t looked t o t h e defence of humanity, t h a t sought to bu i ld 

the necessary s t r u c t u r e s , and tha t went hand i n hand with a wi l l ingness t o work 

toge the r for t he common good of a l l , while giving up the s e l f i s h shor t - term i n t e r e s t 

of a few. 

50. With t h a t p o s i t i v e v i s ion of hope for the common good must be l inked a 

p o l i t i c a l w i l l , which was the key t o i t s achievement, and only those responsible i n 

t h e i r respec t ive na t ions could br ing i t about. 

51 . His de legat ion considered tha t t he i n i t i a t i v e s of the Agency meri ted encourage

ment, and t h a t the more the Agency added t o knowledge of how nuc lea r ma te r i a l s could 

be applied for the good of humanity, t he more i t would make bene f i c i a l options 

ava i lab le t o those who needed and wanted them and the more i t would contr ibute t o 

the s t rengthening of the forces of l i f e for the wel l -being of a l l . The world could 

not renounce the atom. But i t must ensure tha t i t be used for t h e good of a l l . 

His delegat ion wished to commend those programmes of the Agency t h a t did t h a t . The 

p o s s i b i l i t y of food conservation by i r r a d i a t i o n , the various breakthroughs i n 

medicine and gene t ic research , the programme on marine biology, those and many 

o thers should be the source of a sense of pr ide and accomplishment on the par t of 

t h i s Agency. 

52. All those programmes, however, must always be ca r r i ed out i n accordance with the 

needs of a l l Member S t a t e s and not merely as a function of t h e i r power and inf luence. 
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The Agency and i t s Member S t a t e s were committed t o the p r i nc ip l e of equ i ty by the 

S ta tu te of the IAEA. The wel l -being of present and future genera t ions i n 

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d count r ies could not be achieved at the cost of the wel l -be ing of 

present and future genera t ions i n the developing coun t r i e s . The Agency could do 

much i n that respect by keeping those respons ib le informed of what was ava i l ab le and 

by a s s i s t i n g those with fewer resources t o use such information for p lanning t h e i r 

own futures i n an appropr ia te way. 

53. I n 1980 the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluation (iNFCE) had completed 

i t s th ree years of work. The Agency had played an indispensable p a r t i n a l l the 

s tud ies tha t had culminated i n INFCE's r e p o r t s . For exper ts and for p o l i t i c a l 

l eaders those r e p o r t s would, i t was hoped, show means of improving the assurance of 

nuclear supply while minimizing the r i s k of t he p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuc lea r weapons. 

I t might, however, be poss ib le for the Agency to simplify some of t h a t and s i m i l a r 

mater ia l and to begin a programme tha t would make e s s e n t i a l information more r e a d i l y 

avai lable to the p u b l i c , which needed i t . The Agency had prepared a number of fine 

documents about sa fe ty and about preparedness i n case of emergencies or acc iden ts , 

which might be he lp fu l as a means of deepening the understanding of t h e p u b l i c . 

A well-informed p u b l i c was a necess i ty and t h e Agency had an o b l i g a t i o n t o cont r ibute 

t o sound, wel l -presented and comprehensible information at the proper l e v e l s for 

people everywhere. 

54. Two years e a r l i e r , i n a message t o t he United Nations Special Sess ion on 

Disarmament, Pope Paul VI had sa id tha t disarmament, a new world o rde r , and development 

were three ob l iga t i ons tha t were inseparably bound toge ther and which, by t h e i r very 

na tu re , presupposed a renewal i n publ ic out look. All th ree of those concerns 

demanded renewed e f fo r t on the par t of t he Agency, which must fu r the r 

disarmament and co-operate i n every ef for t t o end the t h r e a t of nuc lear warfare . 

The Agency must co l labora te with others towards a new world order by ensuring t h a t 

advances in nuc lear science and technology were made avai lab le i n appropr ia te ways, 

on an equi tab le b a s i s and without s e l f - i n t e r e s t , t o a l l peoples and na t ions 

according to t h e i r needs. I n tha t way, t he Agency would f ind i t s e l f committed t o 

the development of a l l peoples, whereby i t would be poss ib le t o b u i l d t he common 

future of the human race and construct a grea t and l a s t i n g house of peace . 
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55 . Mr. OSZTROVSZKI (Hungary), a f t e r congra tu la t ing the President on h i s 

e l e c t i o n , observed t h a t t h e development of nuclear power was p laying a major p a r t in 

t he economic l i f e , and even i n the everyday p o l i t i c a l l i f e , of many coun t r i e s . 

Unfor tunately , mankind had f i r s t become aware of t he tremendous energy ava i l ab le 

from the atomic nucleus through i t s des t ruc t ive power. The examples of Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki served t o demonstrate t h a t everything should be done t o prevent 

nuc lear power from being used for m i l i t a r y purposes and to ha l t the nuclear and 

s t r a t e g i c arms race . At t he same t ime, a l l s teps should be taken to hasten t he 

cont inuat ion of disarmament t a l k s since a peaceful atmosphere was a p recondi t ion 

fo r t he peaceful u t i l i z a t i o n of atomic energy. 

56. Hungary had concluded a safeguards agreement with the IAEA and was f u l l y 

s a t i s f y i n g the condit ions a t tached t h e r e t o . His country was deeply apprec ia t ive of 

t he Agency's work in connection with SPT. Although t h e number of S ta t e s p a r t y 

t o KPT now exceeded 110, some 40 count r ies had yet t o s ign the Treaty , t he importance 

of which had been endorsed by the Second Review Conference held recen t ly i n Geneva. 

57 • No sa t i s f ac to ry response had yet been made to the j u s t demands of non-

nuclear-weapon S ta tes for firm and r e l i a b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l assurances t h a t they 

would not be threatened with t h e use of nuclear weapons. Disarmament was such 

an important i ssue t h a t every poss ib le opportunity should be taken to advance 

t a l k s on t h a t subjec t . He hoped t h a t the SAI/T-II Treaty would be r a t i f i e d i n 

t he near future and t h a t t he t h i r d s tage of the SAU nego t ia t ions could then 

commence. He also hoped t h a t the Madrid conference on secur i ty and co-opera t ion 

would give fresh impetus t o European and i n t e rna t i ona l de'tente and tha t a dec i s i on 

would be taken to convene a conference on m i l i t a r y de'tente and disarmament. His 

Government was firmly convinced tha t the most complex and d e l i c a t e i ssues could 

be resolved i n a peaceful and mutually acceptable manner by nego t ia t ion . 

58. The peaceful app l i ca t ions of nuclear power were p laying a g r e a t e r and g r e a t e r 

pa r t i n the economic development of Hungary. According to the s t a t i s t i c s fo r t he 

previous yea r , approximately $00 l abo ra to r i e s and o the r f a c i l i t i e s were us ing 

rad io i so topes and nuc lear techniques* of those u s e r s , about one t h i r d were i n t he 

h e a l t h care sec tor , s l i g h t l y more than one t h i r d i n t he i n d u s t r i a l sec to r and the 

remainder i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l s ec to r . Energy supply was a major i ssue i n Hungary. 

I n t he years t o come, nuc lea r power s t a t i o n s would become an increas ing ly important 

source of energy alongside coa l - f i r ed power s t a t i o n s . The construct ion of t he 

f i r s t nuclear power p l a n t , near Paks, was proceeding apace with the ass i s t ance of 
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Member S t a t e s of the Council for Mutual Economic Assis tance (CMEA), The pressure 

v e s s e l of the f i r s t WWR 44O-MW r e a c t o r had been de l ive red t o the s i t e , and i n s t a l 

l a t i o n work had begun. The fue l for t h a t r eac to r was scheduled for de l ivery by 

the end of 1980 and would n a t u r a l l y be subject to Agency safeguards . The con

s t r u c t i o n and operat ion of nuc lear power p lan t s in Hungary would r e f l e c t the 

Agency's safe ty standards and recommendations, to be t r a n s l a t e d in to Hungarian 

for t he benef i t of the personnel concerned. 

59. Under a long-term programme of co-operat ion and s p e c i a l i z a t i o n i n nuclear 

engineer ing wi thin CMEA, Hungary had undertaken to organize the manufacture and 

f u r t h e r development of equipment for t he steam supply system of nuclear power p l a n t s , 

systems for handling fuel elements and r eac to r r e p a i r and maintenance equipment. 

60. I n 1980 the Hungarian S t a t e Assembly had adopted a law governing the u t i l i z a t i o n 

of atomic energy and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , banning i t s use for t h e purposes of producing 

nuc lea r weapons or o ther means of mass des t ruc t ion . The law s t i p u l a t e d tha t 

nuc lea r power and r e l a t e d s c i e n t i f i c research and development should be d i r ec t ed 

towards the benef i t of soc ie ty as a whole. Under the p rov i s ions of t h a t law, 

m a t e r i a l s , devices , equipment and systems r e l a t i n g t o t h e app l i ca t ion of nuc lear 

power were c l a s s i f i e d as S t a t e p roper ty . The law a l so s t a t e d tha t nuclear power 

should not be used to the detriment of human l i f e or h e a l t h , nor should i t a f fect 

t he l i v i n g condit ions of present and future genera t ions or harm the environment, 

61 . Under the expert guidance of i t s Di rec to r General, t he Agency was playing a 

l ead ing ro le i n the f i e l d of i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion i n the peaceful uses of 

atomic energy. At i t s p resent stage of development, h i s country enjoyed a two-way 

l i n k wi th t he Agency and p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the work of t h e Agency's governing bodies 

as wel l as i n var ious t e chn i ca l committees and expert groups . 

62. His country was p leased t o note t h a t the voluntary con t r ibu t ions t o the 

Technical Assistance Fund in 1979 had been put t o e f f e c t i v e use and tha t the Agency 

was r e p o r t i n g s t i l l g r ea t e r success in the u t i l i z a t i o n of non-convert ible cu r r enc i e s . 

Effect ive use of the Technical Assistance Fund was of t h e g r e a t e s t value i n the 

case of l a rge - sca l e p ro j ec t s covering the supply of equipment and the provis ion of 

fel lowships and expert s e r v i c e s . The Agency's exper t s should not only provide 

h igh ly s k i l l e d serv ices but should a lso be fu l ly b r i e f ed on the spec ia l fea tures of 

t he r ec ip i en t country and seek t o develop i t s p o t e n t i a l accordingly . 
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63 . Cognizant of t he grea t value of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e , Hungary would continue t o 

grant fel lowships to candidates from developing count r ies and seek to place 

h ighly qua l i f i ed exper ts at the Agency's d i sposa l . In 1981 the Government would 

make a voluntary con t r ibu t ion t o the Technical Assistance Fund of one mi l l ion 

f o r i n t s , a sum exceeding Hungary's share of the t a r g e t set by t he Board. 

64. With regard t o the Agency's system of safeguards, t o which the Second HPT 

Review Conference had a t tached great importance, he was pleased t o note t h a t no 

safeguards v i o l a t i o n s had been detected during the pas t year . However, the scope 

and e f fec t iveness of safeguards should be amplified by providing the inspec tora te 

with the appropria te support and equipment and by ensuring t h a t Member S t a t e s 

nominated s k i l l e d exper ts for t h i s work. 

65. The Hungarian delegat ion fu l ly supported the decis ion by the Board'of Governors 

t o se t up a Committee on Assurances of Supply and was ready to play an ac t ive par t 

i n i t s work, 

Mr. Haunschild (Federal Republic of Germany) resumed the Chair . 

66. Mr. COPITHORHE (Canada) sa id t h a t two events of importance t o t he work of 

the Agency had taken place since the previous sess ion of the Conference: the INFCE 

Pinal Plenary and the Second HPT Review Conference. Both had s t r e s s e d the importance 

of the Agency's con t r ibu t ion towards meeting the energy needs of t he world. The 

Canadian Government was committed t o expanding the use of nuclear power by 

f a c i l i t a t i n g the marketing e f fo r t s of i t s nuclear indus t ry , and the re were signs 

i n Canada and elsewhere t h a t the recent slow-down in the advance of nuclear power 

might be at an end,, Canada cur ren t ly had more than 5000 MW(e) of i n s t a l l e d nuclear 

genera t ing capaci ty and another 9000 MH were committed or under cons t ruc t ion . In 

add i t ion t o meeting i t s own requirements Canada had exported some 6000 tons of 

uranium in 1979. Canadian CAHDU reac to r s were being b u i l t i n a number of count r ies , 

inc luding Argentina, t he Republic of Korea and Romania, and severa l o thers were 

s e r i o u s l y considering tha t proven technology. As a major expor ter of nuclear 

mate r ia l and technology, Canada wished t o promote the fur ther development of nuclear 

commerce on a p r ed i c t ab l e and secure b a s i s . 

67. A v i t a l element in the expansion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l nuclear commerce was an 

environment which minimized the r i s k of nuc lea r p r o l i f e r a t i o n and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , 

of any p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t nuclear exports might be used for nuclear explosive 

purposes . Perhaps the most important s ing l e r e su l t of the work of HJPCE had been 

i t s a s se r t i on of t he general p r i nc ip l e t h a t assurances of supply and assurances of 
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non-pro l i f e ra t ion were complementary. Moreover, both consumer and supp l i e r countr ies 

recognized the important r e l a t i o n s h i p between supply and demand, but t h a t r e l a t i o n 

ship could only funct ion e f f i c i e n t l y in the non -p ro l i f e r a t i on framework which 

governed nuclear commerce. That would be t he subject of discussion i n t he newly 

e s t ab l i shed Committee on Assurances of Supply (CAS), which would continue the 

work of INFCE, Canada hoped t h a t the s p i r i t of co-operat ion and understanding 

achieved in IHPCE would p r eva i l i n the new committee; t he valuable work done i n 

Committee I I at the recent HPT Review Conference had reinforced Canada's convict ion 

tha t consumer and supp l i e r countr ies could reach a consensus on the main aspects of 

CAS's work. 

68. The Agency's safeguards were a key element i n the i n t e rna t i ona l non -p ro l i f e r a t i on 

regime. I t was g r a t i f y i n g tha t the Agency had been able t o conclude again i n 1979 

tha t nuclear mate r ia l under Agency safeguards had remained i n peaceful nuc lear 

a c t i v i t i e s or was otherwise adequately accounted fo r . For Canada, as for many other 

coun t r i e s , the prevent ion of the fur ther spread of nuclear explosive c a p a b i l i t y was 

fundamental to the future of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. Agency safeguards 

played a key ro le i n providing the assurances requi red for publ ic support of 

nuclear energy. However, as new technologies emerged safeguards technologies would 

have t o develop as w e l l . The Canadian safeguards support programme, begun in 

co-operat ion with the Agency i n 1977, had led t o the development of spec ia l safeguards 

equipment which should enable t he Agency t o reach i t s conclusions concerning 

safeguards with a g r e a t e r degree of confidence. The ef fec t iveness of t he Agency's 

safeguards a c t i v i t i e s was commendable, p a r t i c u l a r l y in view of the budgetary and 

manpower cons t r a in t s p laced upon i t . Canada s t rong ly supported e f f o r t s by the 

Deputy Di rec tor General for Safeguards t o increase the cost e f fec t iveness of 

safeguards ope ra t ions . The Agency had r e c e n t l y opened i t s f i r s t permanently s ta f fed 

safeguards f i e l d of f ice in Toronto; t ha t was expected t o contr ibute t o t he more 

e f f i c i e n t u t i l i z a t i o n of Agency resources . 

69. Canada also remained committed t o the t e chn i ca l ass i s tance a c t i v i t i e s of the 

Agency and had joined the consensus in the Board of Governors which, through the 

in t roduct ion of t he concept of ind ica t ive p lanning f igures , had pro jec ted a s teady 

increase i n the vo lunta ry fund for t echn ica l a s s i s t ance t o the end of 1983. The 

t a r g e t for voluntary con t r ibu t ions envisaged for 1983 - $19 mi l l ion - compared 

s t r i k i n g l y with the 1980 f igure of $10.5 m i l l i o n . 
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70. Since the Three Mile I s l a n d acc ident , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had become 

more s ens i t i ve t o the quest ion of nuclear safety in s p i t e of the e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y 

good sa fe ty record of the nuc lea r i ndus t ry . Although r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for sa fe ty was 

p r i m a r i l y a na t iona l problem, the i n t e rna t i ona l impl ica t ions of an accident of any 

magnitude might be dramatic. Canada welcomed the expansion of the SUSS programme 

and the .Agency's improved a b i l i t y t o provide ass i s tance i n general quest ions of 

s a f e ty and of t he environment and i n emergencies t o count r ies developing t h e i r own 

nuc lea r programmes. The Conference on Current Nuclear Power Plant Safety I s s u e s 

t o be he ld i n Stockholm was a l so a worthy i n i t i a t i v e . Other m u l t i l a t e r a l and 

reg iona l e f f o r t s on safety ma t t e r s should be encouraged. In the Korth .American 

reg ion , Canada and the United S t a t e s were continuing discuss ions t o develop a 

co-ordinated nuclear emergency information and response system. Within Canada, 

inc reased research and development e f fo r t s were being devoted t o the disposal of 

h igh - l eve l rad ioac t ive wastes and the long-term management of uranium mine t a i l i n g s . 

As i n many coun t r i e s , t h a t was an important element i n e s t a b l i s h i n g pub l i c confidence 

i n nuc lea r power,, 

7 1 . A fu r the r i n t e rna t i ona l measure of considerable value was the conclusion of t he 

Convention on the Physical P r o t e c t i o n of Uuclear Ma te r i a l , which Canada had j u s t 

s igned. That Convention, which was intended to diminish the chance of thef t or 

f o r c i b l e s e i zu re , would con t r ibu te t o reducing the r i s k of hor izonta l p r o l i f e r a t i o n . 

72. The zero r e a l growth budget for 1981 placed before the Conference had Canada's 

f u l l suppor t . I n providing fo r l imi ted r e a l growth i n the h i g h - p r i o r i t y programmes 

of safeguards , t echn ica l a s s i s t ance and nuclear sa fe ty , while s e t t i n g aside add i t i ona l 

funds t o meet t he considerably increased operat ing cos t s a t the Agency's Permanent 

Headquarters , the Direc tor General had been obliged t o make decis ions involving 

reduc t ions i n some l e s s important a c t i v i t i e s . Such dec is ions were never easy, and 

had proven e spec i a l l y d i f f i c u l t fo r i n t e rna t i ona l o rgan iza t ions . Unfortunately, t he 

foreseeable future would b r ing continued severe r e s t r a i n t on the budgets of a l l 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l o rgan iza t ions . In the case of the Agency t h a t would mean an even 

more thorough rev i s ion of p r i o r i t i e s , with fur ther reduc t ion and poss ib ly even 

e l imina t ion of some l o w e r - p r i o r i t y a c t i v i t i e s . I t would a lso mean tha t o ther 

expenses, e s p e c i a l l y those r e l a t e d t o t he occupancy of t he Vienna In t e rna t i ona l 

Centre , would have t o be c lo se ly s c ru t i n i zed by the Board of Governors. All those 

measures would be necessary i f t he Agency was to have t he f inanc ia l means t o continue 

i t s v i t a l programmes at a c red ib le l e v e l . 
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73 . Mr. PAKDEV (Bulgaria) sa id t h a t the twenty-fourth sess ion of the General 

Conference was taking place at a time of increased i n t e r n a t i o n a l t ens ion . I t was 

thus more imperative than ever t h a t the i n t e rna t i ona l o rgan iza t ions concerned 

with peace, s ecu r i t y and disarmament should be s t rengthened. The Agency, one of 

whose funct ions was to ensure the non-p ro l i f e r a t ion of nuc lear weapons, was one 

such o rgan iza t ion . As had been confirmed by a l l the S t a t e s p a r t i c i p a t i n g in 

the Second KPT Review Conference, the Agency's ro l e could only increase i n the 

fu tu re . Although the Conference had not worked out a f i n a l document with 

spec i f i c recommendations for the Agency, a l l the p a r t i c i p a n t s had once again 

r e i t e r a t e d t h e i r adherence t o t h e Treaty and i t s p r i n c i p l e s , considering i t t o be 

an important means of promoting co-opera t ion i n the peaceful uses of nuclear 

energy while providing comprehensive guarantees against the d ive r s ion of nuclear 

ma te r i a l for purposes forbidden by the Treaty . Agency safeguards had also 

received the support of a l l de l ega t i ons . His country pa id close a t t e n t i o n to the 

implementation of safeguards and made every ef for t to help improve methods and 

t echn iques . Ensuring non -p ro l i f e r a t i on would not hamper the development of 

peaceful nuc lear a c t i v i t i e s - on t he contrary , safeguards alone could promote wide-

scale i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion. That co-operat ion was of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o 

h i s country as i t had developed a successful peaceful nuc lear programme. 

74. The Agency's promotional r o l e continued to expand and i t s many a c t i v i t i e s were 

r e f l e c t e d i n the annual r epo r t . Of spec ia l note were the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s i n 

a s s i s t i n g Member S t a t e s to u t i l i z e nuc lear energy and i t s e f f o r t s t o improve 

safeguards . The Agency's p o s i t i v e t echn ica l ass i s tance programme was also t o be 

commended, as was the crea t ion of gu ide l ines and ru l e s on nuc lea r sa fe ty and 

p r o t e c t i o n of the environment, which were of considerable help t o countr ies compiling 

t h e i r own na t iona l documents. 

75 . His country valued highly t he r e s u l t s of IKPCE, which i t f e l t should be the 

subject of fu r the r study, and had t hus decided to take p a r t i n the work of the 

Committee on Assurances of Supply. The programme for 1981 to 1986 was well i n 

keeping with the Agency's ro le i n promoting nuclear power as a means of meeting energy 

needs. The programme re f l ec t ed t h e problems involved i n t he development of the 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy. More a t t e n t i o n should be pa id , however, to quest ions 

r e l a t i n g t o nuclear heating-and-^>ower p l a n t s and heat supply p l a n t s . His delegat ion 

supported the programme for 1981-1986 and t h e budget for 1981. 
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76. Because of the great value of the Agency's t echn ica l ass i s tance programme, h i s 

country had r e g u l a r l y and w i l l i n g l y made i t s con t r ibu t ion to the Technical Assistance 

Pond, and i t would again con t r ibu te i t s share i n 1981. His de lega t ion 

supported the view tha t t echn ica l ass i s tance should be voluntary and could not agree 

with those delegat ions who wished that i t be financed from the Regular Budget. 

77. For reasons of economy and the conservation of na tu ra l resources , h i s country 

had adopted a comprehensive programme of nuc lea r power expansion. Two u n i t s with 

r e a c t o r s of 440-MW(e) capaci ty each had been i n operat ion i n Bulgar ia from 1974 

and 1975 r e spec t ive ly . In 1979 they had produced 20 000 mi l l ion k i lowat t hours 

of nuc lear e l e c t r i c a l power or 18$ of the courrtry^s t o t a l e l e c t r i c i t y . A t h i r d un i t 

with a capacity of 44O MW(e) was t o come i n t o operat ion i n 1980 and a fourth un i t 

of the same capaci ty was t o begin opera t ing i n 198l. That would complete the second 

s tage of the const ruct ion of the Kozloduy nuc lea r power s t a t i o n , 

78 . The t h i r d s tage had begun in 1980 and provided for the const ruct ion of two u n i t s 

with water-cooled, water-moderated r eac to r s of 1000 MW(e) capaci ty each. The f i r s t 

of those r eac to r s was planned to begin opera t ion m 1984 and the second a f t e r 1985. 

A fu r the r two u n i t s of s imi l a r capacity were planned to be completed by 1990. Thus, 

by 1990, the i n s t a l l e d capaci ty of nuclear power p l a n t s would reach 4760 MW(e) and 

the e l e c t r i c a l power produced by them would be about 45$ ° f t o t a l e l e c t r i c i t y 

product ion. The experience gathered in recent years from operat ing the Kozloduy 

s t a t i o n and the high r e l i a b i l i t y of plant equipment were t h e bas i s of the s t a b l e 

overa l l operat ion of the u n i t s . The average u t i l i z a t i o n of capacity between two 

r e fue l l i ng operat ions was about 93$ and had reached 97$ for one r e a c t o r m 1979. The 

expansion of nuclear power in h i s country was accompanied by the inc reas ing ly wide

spread use of nuclear methods and r ad i a t i on technology. A whole range of s h o r t - l i v e d 

rad ioac t ive i sotopes had been produced for use i n medicine, indust ry and a g r i c u l t u r e . 

Various radioisotope instruments for con t ro l l i ng and automating technological 

processes had been developed i n s c i e n t i f i c i n s t i t u t e s and l a b o r a t o r i e s . The i r r a d i a 

t i o n of seed before sowing had been car r ied out on an i n d u s t r i a l sca le i n the 

a g r i c u l t u r a l sphere, and a Centre for Iso tope U t i l i z a t i o n had been e s t ab l i shed i n 

Sofia i n accordance with UNDP guide l ines and with the a c t i v e support of t he Agency. 

79. The expansion of nuclear power m Bulga r i a depended also on f inding so lu t ions 

t o problems of nuc lear safe ty and environmental p r o t e c t i o n . For t h a t reason, the 
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regula tory functions of t h e Committee on the Peaceful Use of Nuclear Energy had been 

widened by a S ta te Act i n 1980 with the aim of ensuring the sa fe ty of nuc lear cons t ruc 

t i o n s . Agency recommendations had been widely used when drawing up the documents. 

80. The success achieved i n the peaceful u t i l i z a t i o n of nuclear energy i n h i s 

country was the r e s u l t of mobil izing i n t e r n a l r e sources , of i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion 

within the CMEA, of b i l a t e r a l co-operat ion - mainly with the Soviet Union - and of 

co-operat ion with the IAEA. His country took ac t ive par t i n a long-term programme of 

co-operat ion aimed at meeting the requirements of CMEA Member S ta te s for the 

p r i n c i p a l types of energy fuel and raw m a t e r i a l s . His country had, as a r e s u l t , 

signed two p a r t i c u l a r l y important CMEA agreements on co-operat ion regarding s c i e n t i f i c 

research and experience and design work on the problems of power p l an t s with water -

cooled, water-moderated lOOO-MW(e) capaci ty r e a c t o r s , and of l a rge -capac i ty f a s t -

neutron r e a c t o r s . I t was a lso on the point of s ign ing a CMEA agreement on the 

development of nuclear hea t ing and power p l a n t s and nuclear heat supply p l a n t s . The 

r e s u l t s of t ha t project would help to resolve problems r e l a t i n g t o the product ion of 

i n d u s t r i a l steam and steam for d i s t r i c t heat ing requirements . His country a l s o 

contr ibuted t o the development of s c i e n t i f i c and t e chn i ca l co-operat ion wi th in the 

IAEA and took an ac t ive pa r t i n the Agency's research programme, s c i e n t i f i c meetings 

and the INIS programme. 

8 1 . Mr. GROZA (Romania) noted t h a t the present sess ion of the General Conference 

was t ak ing place in a per iod charac ter ized by extremely dangerous tens ions on the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l scene, by m i l i t a r y expenditures amounting t o $500 000 m i l l i o n and by 

an arms race ( including nuc lear weapons) which was capable of destroying c i v i l i z a t i o n 

and a l l humanity. For t h a t reason h i s country s t rong ly advocated a po l icy of dgtente 

and the so lu t ion of a l l d i spu te s by p o l i t i c a l means. The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t he 

Conference was a l l t he g r e a t e r i n t h a t i t s cur ren t sess ion followed c lose ly on 

the Second NPT Review Conference, t he r e s u l t s of which had been fa r from 

s a t i s f a c t o r y as far as t he achievement of nuclear disarmament and the development of 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion i n the peaceful use of nuc lear energy were concerned. 

Romania had car r ied out a l l i t s ob l iga t ions as a p a r t y t o NPT and bel ieved t h a t a l l 

t h e p a r t i e s , both nuclear-weapon S t a t e s and non-nuclear-weapon S t a t e s , should t ake 

the necessary s teps t o discharge t h e i r commitments under the Treaty, 

82. In h i s de l ega t i on ' s opinion the present s e s s ion , the work of the Committee 

on Assurances of Supply and the other meetings scheduled for t h e near fu ture 
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represented oppor tuni t ies for promoting genuine and e f f ec t ive co-operat ion as wel l as 

unhindered access t o the achievements of nuclear science and technology, and a lso for 

r e in fo rc ing the Agency's ro l e i n the so lu t ion of the major economic, technica l and 

s c i e n t i f i c problems of the present day. The ideas put forward by the Group of 77 and 

o the r countr ies at the Second HPT Review Conference warranted careful a t t e n t i o n . 

More than ever i t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t the developing count r ies should be enabled t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e in i n t e rna t i ona l co-operat ion and exchanges and tha t they should rece ive 

guarantees concerning the t r a n s f e r of nuclear t echnolog ies , ma te r i a l s and f a c i l i t i e s 

so t h a t they could benefi t from those th ings on an equal foot ing, i n accordance with 

t he Agency's S t a tu t e and with t he provis ions of NPT. The e l iminat ion of the 

phenomenon of underdevelopment and the crea t ion of a new i n t e rn a t i o n a l economic order 

should be the goa l s . The imposi t ion of monopolies i n nuclear technology on the 

grounds t h a t i t s extension would lead t o nuclear arms p r o l i f e r a t i o n was unacceptable . 

83 . The Romanian delegat ion approved the annual report for l979t o f which i t had 

made a careful s tudy. P a r t i c u l a r mention should be made of the Agency's programmes 

i n nuc lear power, nuclear s a f e t y , environmental p r o t e c t i o n , cont ro l led thermonuclear 

fus ion, and appl ica t ions of r a d i a t i o n and r ad io i so topes . I t wished to r e i t e r a t e t h e 

va lue of the t echn ica l a s s i s t ance programme and the need for maintaining a reasonable 

balance between a l loca t ions for t echn ica l ass is tance and promotion of the use of 

nuc lea r techniques - the main t a sk of the Agency - and the resources intended for i t s 

control funct ion. 

84. His delegat ion considered t h a t , on the whole, the Agency's programme 

for 1981-1986 was i n keeping with t r ends i n the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, with 

proposa ls t ha t had been made by Member S t a t e s and with t he p r i o r i t i e s which those 

S t a t e s had assigned to nuclear power, research of major i n t e r e s t and app l ica t ions of 

economic and soc ia l i n t e r e s t . However, i t was abso lu te ly e s s e n t i a l tha t the Agency 

should t r y t o extend and improve i t s t echn ica l a s s i s t ance a c t i v i t i e s s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n 

the per iod ahead. The consensus reached recen t ly on funds for f inancing t echn ica l 

a s s i s t ance during the next t h r e e years represented a minimum in tha t connection. The 

inc reas ing a t t e n t i o n being pa id to f inancia l problems and to measures designed t o 

achieve economies and improve e f f ic iency was a welcome development. His country a l so 

wished t o express i t s apprec ia t ion for the cont r ibut ion which the Agency had made 

to IKFCE and for i t s help i n t he dra f t ing of the Convention on the Physical P ro t ec t i on 

of Nuclear Ma te r i a l s . 
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85. As regards Romania's own nuc lea r programme, i n accordance wi th the d i r e c t i v e s 

adopted by t h e 12th Congress of t h e Romanian Communist Pa r ty on t e chn i ca l development 

up t o the yea r 2000, the programme fo r the construct ion of nuc lea r power p l a n t s 

would be making rap id p rogress . I t s implementation would have s u b s t a n t i a l support 

from other programmes, such as those concerned with nuclear phys ios , nuclear m a t e r i a l s 

and f u e l s , machine and equipment cons t ruc t ion , e l e c t ron i c s and e l e c t r i c a l engineer ing, 

and r a d i a t i o n p ro t ec t i on . Those programmes were p red ica ted on the need to ensure 

energy sources for the country ' s s o c i a l and economic progress and t o achieve 

independence i n fuel and energy s u p p l i e s . The power p lan t cons t ruc t ion programme 

ca l l ed for the provis ion of an i n s t a l l e d e l e c t r i c a l capaci ty of 660 MW(e) i n 1985, 

about 4000 MW(e) i n 1990 and'around 10 000 MW(e) in the yea r 2000. In support of 

t h a t programme, s c i e n t i f i c research and engineering would con t r ibu te t o speedier 

mastery - on the bas i s of an o r i g i n a l concept - of the f a b r i c a t i o n of equipment and 

the product ion of fuel and moderator. 

86. The cons t ruc t ion of the f i r s t Romanian nuclear power s t a t i o n had been s t a r t e d 

i n 1979 and the p lan t was expected t o be commissioned l a t e i n 1985. During 1979 

Romanian s c i e n t i s t s had obtained s i gn i f i c an t r e s u l t s in t he s o l u t i o n of problems 

connected wi th energy, nuclear technology, heavy ion phys ics , r e l a t i v i s t i c nuclear 

phys ics , s o l i d s t a t e physics and the physics of surfaces with a view t o producing 

new m a t e r i a l s with specia l p r o p e r t i e s , new s tab le and r ad ioac t ive i so topes , r ad ioac t ive 

sources and radiopharmaceut icals . Good r e s u l t s had been obta ined with l a s e r s and 

at plasma f a c i l i t i e s . Progress had a l so been made i n developing peaceful app l i ca 

t i o n s of nuc lea r energy i n i ndus t ry , ag r i cu l t u r e and b io logy. 

87. I n conclusion, he wished t o express h i s apprecia t ion t o t h e Agency for i t s 

f r u i t f u l co l l abora t ion and support i n the work of several Romanian i n s t i t u t e s . At 

the same t ime , he had to point out t h a t , because of the l i m i t e d resources ava i lab le 

to t he Agency, i t had been able t o s a t i s f y only par t of t h e Romanian r eques t s . As 

both a s o c i a l i s t and a developing country, Romania intended t o con t r ibu te t o the 

Technical Assistance Fund and at t he same time to derive b e n e f i t s from the very 

important a c t i v i t i e s t h a t i t f inanced. 

88. Mr. SAHABI ( I ran) sa id t h a t the I r a n i a n Government, by the mandates of t h e 

c o n s t i t u t i o n and the f a c i l i t i e s of t h e l e g a l apparatus , was f u l l y committed t o i t s 

/ 
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programmes for research and development i n science and technology, which were geared 

t o t he various i n d u s t r i a l needs of the country . Within t h a t context , I r a n was 

studying and pursuing the peaceful app l ica t ions of nuclear science and technology. 

He wished to s t a t e i n tha t connection tha t t he I r a n i a n Government f u l l y supported 

the balanced a c t i v i t i e s of the IAEA. 

89. I r an had one of the r i che s t proven reserves of o i l - 60 b i l l i o n b a r r e l s - and 
12 3 about 14 x 10 m of na tu ra l gas , whose combined t o t a l could l a s t wel l beyond the 

end of the next century. I t was committed, however, t o conservation of i t s f o s s i l 

fuel resources as f a r as was pos s ib l e , and i n addi t ion was pursuing a po l i cy of 

d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n of energy sources . 

90. The I r an ian concept of development programmes for the u t i l i z a t i o n of nuclear 

energy would be based on l o c a l l y acquired or developed experience and would e n t a i l 

as well the shar ing of resources with o ther i n t e r e s t e d coun t r i es . 

9 1 . With regard t o t he I r a n i a n Government's p o s i t i o n regarding cance l l a t i on of t he 

nuc lea r power p l a n t s i n I r a n , i t had to be explained t h a t an i l l - conce ived and 

executed nuclear energy programme had been i n h e r i t e d from the past and t h a t i t s 

cont inuat ion would have meant t o t a l dependence on foreign s u p p l i e r s . Such dependence 

would have encompassed planning, l i c ens ing , cons t ruc t ion of the nuc lea r steam supply 

system, fue l , enrichment s e r v i c e s , t r a i n i n g , opera t ion , maintenance, reprocess ing , 

and var ious other a s p e c t s . The cost of genera t ing e l e c t r i c i t y would have ended up 

by being several t imes higher than the comparable cost i n the supp l i e r coun t r i e s . 

Furthermore, severa l s ign i f i can t f ac to r s , inc luding the extent of l o c a l uranium 

rese rves , the r eg iona l ly high seismic and geodynamic a c t i v i t i e s , waste management, 

t ransmiss ion l i n e problems, and nat ional g r i d s i z e , had e i t h e r received only 

perfunctory a t t e n t i o n , or had been overlooked a l t o g e t h e r . 

92. The I r an ian Government could not approve the cont inuat ion of a p ro jec t which, 

i n terms of i s sues involving na t iona l sovere ignty , s a fe ty , economy, and t e chn i ca l 

cons idera t ions , would compromise a l l acceptable s tandards . The nuc lear power projec t 

had run counter t o t he very f a b r i c and the s p i r i t of I r a n ' s revolu t ionary i d e a l s , 

and had therefore been cancel led . 

93 . I r an bel ieved t h a t the IAEA, in addi t ion t o i t s extensive a c t i v i t i e s i n the 

realm of safeguards and non-pro l i f e ra t ion , should also devote considerable e f for t t o 

p ro t ec t i ng the s a f e t y - r e l a t e d , economic and t e chn i ca l i n t e r e s t s of some of t he 

developing coun t r i e s . Without sounding too p e s s i m i s t i c , i t had t o be s t a t e d t h a t 

acc idents s imi l a r t o the one at Three Mile I s l and could become ca t a s t roph ic i n the 

extreme in a developing country lacking access t o t r a i n e d personnel , r egu la to ry 

agencies and t e chn i ca l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s . 

GC(XXIV)/OR.223 
page 27 

94. In conclusion, t he I r a n i a n Government wished t o express i t s appreciation t o the 

Agency's Department of Technical Assistance for t h e p rov is ion of expert services in 

connection with the rad io iso tope production and cont ro l programme in Iran. The 

Atomic Energy Organizat ion of I r a n was also g r a t e f u l for the award of research 

cont rac t s i n plasma physics and in the area of t r a c e elements in human nutr i t ion and 

bio-environmental systems. The Atomic Energy Organizat ion was also embarking on two 

new development p r o j e c t s i n the coming years : t h e r a d i o s t e r i l i z a t i o n of medical 

products , and core conversion of nuclear research r eac to r s from HEU t o LEU, and i t 

was hoped tha t the Agency could provide ass i s t ance i n the form of fellowships and/or 

expert se rv ices for i n i t i a t i o n of t he programmes i n ques t ion . 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 


