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GENERAL DEBATE AND ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1979 ( c o n t i n u e d ) 

1. Br. CASTRO MADERO (Argentina), congratulating the President on h i s 

e l ec t ion , said that since the l a s t session of the General Conference considerable 

progress had been made with the Argentine nuclear programme. F irs t , an order 

had been placed for the third Argentine nuclear power s ta t ion , Atucha I I , with 

a reactor o f the pressurized-water type using uranium and heavy water. The 

power s tat ion would not be a turnkey project, s ince the Rational Atomic Energy 

Commission (CNEA) would take charge of d irect ing the project , for which purpose 

i t had been decided to form an engineering company to be in charge of the 

architect engineering of the power s tat ion. The company would be owned 75$ tiy 

the CHEA and 25$ *y *&« Kraftwerk Union (KWO) Company, which was to provide the 

imported nuclear and conventional components which could not be manufactured 

in Argentina. With the engineering company i t was hoped to consolidate the 

experience already acquired by the CNEA, which had acted as principal contractor 

for the assembly of the nuclear components of the Eabalse nuclear power s tat ion , 

and to enable national industry and engineering organizations to part ic ipate as 

f u l l y as possible in projects . 

2 . Another important step had been the s igning of a contract with the Swiss 

company Sulzer Brothers for the construction of a heavy-water production plant 

with a capacity o f 250 tonnes per annum. The plant, which was scheduled to be 

in operation in 1984, would meet the needs of Argentina's nuclear power 

programme. 

3. In addition, a contract had been signed with an Argentine-French 

consortium for the construction and operation of a plant producing uranium 

concentrates at the Sierra Pintada deposit, which would increase the CNEA's 

present U,Og production from 200 to 700 tonnes per annum from 1984. Under the 

contract private organizations would be assured of part ic ipation in what was 

to be an important and productive nuclear a c t i v i t y . 

4 . Further e f for t s had been made in other CNEA a c t i v i t i e s , including the 

se t t ing up of a fuel element fabrication plant which, with a planned capacity 

of 250 tonnes of clad uranium per annum, was to begin producing fuel elements 

for the Atucha I power s tat ion i n 1981; in addition, a Zircaloy tube r o l l i n g 

plant was at an advanced stage of construction and was to come into operation 

in 1983. 

5. All those a c t i v i t i e s were designed to f u l f i l the two basic object ives of 

the nuclear programme: the completion of the fuel cycle in Argentina and the 
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acquis i t ion of industrial and engineering capacity needed for constructing, with 

as high a degree of national part ic ipation as poss ib le , the nuclear power 

s tat ions which would be needed to s a t i s f y e l e c t r i c a l energy requirements towards 

the end of the century. As was e s sent ia l for the success of the programme, the 

work described had been accompanied by considerable research and development 

e f for t s . In addition, Argentina's a c t i v i t i e s in the sphere of nuclear safety 

and in the production and application of radioisotopes and radiation had also 

continued to develop in a most sat is factory manner. 

6. The year 1980 had seen much mult i lateral co-operation in the peaceful uses 

of nuclear energy. Where the Agency was concerned, in addition to renouncing 

a share o f the benef i ts from the voluntary fund for technical ass istance, 

Argentina had increased by 20$ the number of man-months i t provided in the form 

of fel lowships, which were organized in such a way as to be as productive as 

poss ib le . As in the previous year, Argentina had offered to pay for the 

implementation of three projects for which funds had been requested by Latin 

American countries but which the Agency had not been able to finance. The 

number of Argentine experts providing services under the technical assistance 

programme continued to be the highest in the region. Moreover, as i n previous 

years , h i s Government was able to pledge a voluntary contribution to the 

Technical Assistance Fund for 1981 in accordance with i t s assessed percentage. 

7 . His country was continuing to provide active support to the Inter-American 

Nuclear Energy Commission and was spe l l ing out the d e t a i l s of of fers which i t 

had made to the Commission during i t s Xlth Ordinary Meeting held in Santiago 

de Chile i n July 1979. 

8 . The f i r s t regular meeting of non-aligned co-ordinating countries on the 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy, held in Buenos Aires between 30 June and 

4 July 1980, had been part icularly auspicious, with a s igni f icant number of 

developing countries represented in that group, which also included Argentina. 

The f ina l communique' of the meeting showed that there was f u l l agreement about 

important aspects of the international s i tuat ion, including the posi t ion of 

non-aligned countries as regards international organizations and conferences. 

9 . With regard t o the Second DPT Review Conference, the co-ordinating group 

had proposed ca l l ing for s t r i c t observance of the Treaty, as that would guarantee 

the development of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes and an immediate halt 

t o the nuclear arms race. 
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10. While the group had recognized t h a t the Agency played an important r o l e and 

tha t t he t echn ica l ass is tance i t gave t o non-aligned and developing countr ies was 

usefu l , i t had concluded tha t a proper balance needed to he reached between the 

Agency's promotional and regula tory a c t i v i t i e s , tha t a proper balance was also 

needed-in the represen ta t ion of d i f f e r e n t regions both in the policy-making 

organs and on the Professional s t a f f and t h a t no d i s t o r t i o n of the S t a t u t e 

should be allowed, e spec ia l ly where regu la to ry a c t i v i t i e s were concerned. 

11 . A t t en t ion had been paid a t t he meeting in Buenos Aires t o problems of b i 

l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s and to the negat ive e f f e c t s of the condi t ions imposed by the 

"London Club" and o ther suppl ier coun t r i e s on i n t e rn a t i o n a l co-operat ion and 

exchange i n the peaceful nuclear f i e l d . The problems r e s u l t i n g from u n i l a t e r a l 

dec is ions applied r e t r o a c t i v e l y , from claims to the r igh t of " p r i o r consent" 

and from undue r e s t r i c t i o n s on the t r a n s f e r of technology had received p a r t i c u l a r 

a t t e n t i o n . 

12. A promising s t a r t had a lso been made a t t he meeting towards the e s t a b l i s h 

ment of a co-operat ion programme, and spec i f i c areas had been iden t i f i ed for 

co-operat ion i n research and development, explora t ion and mining, the production 

of r ad io i so topes and r ad i a t i on sources , s tud ies on r a d i a t i o n p ro tec t ion and 

nuclear s a f e ty , nuclear power product ion and fuel cycle a c t i v i t i e s . Possible 

mechanisms for such co-operat ion, wi th in a m u l t i l a t e r a l and/or a b i l a t e r a l 

framework or by means of p ro jec t s with m u l t i l a t e r a l support , inc luding the 

establishment of technology c e n t r e s , had also been explored. 

13. I t was intended t h a t the co-operat ion programme should involve not only non-

aligned coun t r i e s but a l l developing coun t r i e s . At the meeting Argentina had 

put forward a proposal for co-operat ion covering a wide range of a c t i v i t i e s 

involving the peaceful uses of nuc lear energy; such co-operat ion would be open 

to a l l developing countr ies without t he imposition of d i sc r imina tory clauses or 

p o l i t i c a l condi t ions which affected the sovereignty of S t a t e s . 

14. At t he b i l a t e r a l l eve l , considerable progress had been made in the design 

and cons t ruc t ion of a nuclear r e sea rch centre in Peru wi th in the framework of 

co-operat ion between Peru and Argentina. On 4 February 1980 the foundation 

stone had been l a i d for the c e n t r e , a t Huarangal, s i g n a l l i n g the end of the 

conceptual engineering stage and the beginning of the c i v i l engineering and 

d e t a i l e d engineer ing s tage . 
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15. He announced with p a r t i c u l a r s a t i s f a c t i o n the recent s igning with Braz i l of 

a wide range of instruments which gave l e g a l and p o l i t i c a l weight t o nuclear co

operat ion a c t i v i t i e s a l ready i n ex i s t ence . Those agreements were p a r t i c u l a r l y 

welcome, because t he s u b s t a n t i a l increase i n co-operat ion tha t was t o ensue would 

provide a c l e a r demonstration of the f a l l a c y of suggestions r e l a t i n g to a nuclear 

arms race between the two countr ies which had been made for the purpose of 

l im i t i ng the nuc lea r development of both of them. 

16. Other causes for s a t i s f a c t i o n had been, i n one case , the s igning and, i n 

o the r s , the beginning of nego t i a t ions of new co-operat ion agreements and the 

extension of e x i s t i n g agreements with coun t r i e s having a g r e a t e r o r l e s s e r 

degree of t echnolog ica l development and r ep resen t ing almost a l l r e g i o n s . 

Although Argentina concentrated p a r t i c u l a r l y on Latin America, i t was prepared 

t o co-operate c l o s e l y with a l l count r ies w i th in a framework of mutual respec t i n 

order t o enable a l l peoples t o have access t o t h e bene f i t s of nuc lea r energy. 

17. Argentina was dedicated t o peace and, i n accordance with i t s well-known 

p o l i c i e s i n r e l a t i o n to the t r a n s f e r of technology, i t had embarked upon 

nego t ia t ions with a view to submitting the research r eac to r a t t he Bari loche 

Unclear Centre, the Atucha I I nuclear power s t a t i o n and the i n d u s t r i a l heavy 

water p l an t , a l l of which were under cons t ruc t ion , t o Agency safeguards during 

1980. 

18. I n a d d i t i o n , Argentina had agreed t o amend the safeguards agreement signed 

with the Agency i n r e l a t i o n to the f a b r i c a t i o n of fuel elements fo r t he 

Atucha I power s t a t i o n (see document IHPCIRC/250) i n such a way t h a t uranium 

dioxide for t h e p lan t would be subject t o safeguards immediately i t came under 

Argentine j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

19. nego t i a t ions with the S e c r e t a r i a t r e l a t i n g to a safeguards agreement under 

A r t i c l e 13 of t h e T la t e lo l co Treaty were cont inuing with a view t o ensur ing t h a t 

i t was e n t i r e l y i n accordance with the s p i r i t and l e t t e r of t he Trea ty . 

20. Turning t o t h e Agency's a c t i v i t i e s s ince the l a s t General Conference, he 

noted with s a t i s f a c t i o n the S e c r e t a r i a t ' s e f f o r t s - t he r e s u l t s of which were 

evident - t o solve the problem of ba lances i n non-convert ible c u r r e n c i e s , and 

he hoped t h a t t h a t pos i t i ve t rend would be maintained i n future y e a r s . 

2 1 . However, although i t was g r a t i f y i n g t h a t the funds ava i lab le fo r t e chn i ca l 

a s s i s t ance had seen an inc rease , a l b e i t a modest and insu f f i c i en t one, he wished 
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•to reg i s t er h i s concern and d i s sa t i s fac t ion at the fact that conditions that did 

not devolve from the Statute had started to be imposed on the provision of that 

ass is tance. 

22. Nor had the gap occurring in the past between the funds available and the 

needs of requesting countries been f i l l e d , and the number of technical ly sound 

projects for which funds were not available was alarming. In fact , approxi

mately one third of the t o t a l technical assistance requested by Member States 

for 1980 could not be provided. Despite the fact that technical assistance was 

one of the Agency's most important a c t i v i t i e s , i t did not expand with require

ments, whereas the safeguards programme continued to be extended in a way that 

had never been foreseen. His delegation bel ieved that the shortfal l in funds 

for technical assistance was excessive and a l l possible steps should be taken to 

solve that problem. 

23. Where the .Agency's safeguards r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s were concerned, Argentina 

had already in the Board expressed i t s gra t i f i ca t ion at the fact that , as in 

previous years , no diversion of safeguarded nuclear material had been detected. 

He also welcomed the Secre tar ia t ' s e f forts to improve equipment and to use 

inspectors more e f f e c t i v e l y . He believed that pr ior i ty should be given to the 

inspection of "sensit ive" f a c i l i t i e s and to d irect -use materials and that further 

use needed to be made o f computer systems. 

24. At a time of great insecurity where nuclear supplies were concerned, the 

establishment by the Board of the Committee on Assurances of Supply (CAS) was to 

be welcomed. The Committee would as s i s t States to achieve a climate of mutual 

confidence between suppliers and rec ip ients , which was necessary i f normal con

d i t ions for the exchange of equipment, materials and technology were to prevai l . 

25. The Agency's safeguards system should be applied in a rational manner and 

at the l e v e l of complexity required for each stage in the fuel cycle . Bo other 

controls should be applied, since that would make i t more d i f f i c u l t to bring 

about the atmosphere of confidence and harmony, to the restoration of which a l l 

needed t o contribute. 

26. With regard to the Agency's international plutonium storage (IPS) a c t i v i t i e s 

i t s concern to define i t s r e spons ib i l i t i e s under Art ic le XII.A.5 of the Statute 

was opportune, since the International Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluation (IMPCE) had 

demonstrated that plutonium fuel cyc les would d e f i n i t e l y be needed for nuclear 

power in the future. Similarly, any ef forts made by the Agency in the context 

GC(XXIV)/OR.221 
page 7 

of i t s international spent fue l management (ISFU) a c t i v i t i e s to help solve the 

problem of spent fuel storage for those countries which did not have plans for 

appropriate f a c i l i t i e s deserved support and were i n keeping with i t s Statute. 

27. The termination of the Second MPT Review Conference without a consensus 

having been achieved on the wording of a f ina l declaration demonstrated the 

great differences in opinion between HPT part ies , i n particular between developing 

countries on the one hand and non-nuclear-weapon industr ia l ized States and the 

deposi tor ies for the Treaty on the other. The d i f f i c u l t i e s experienced by the 

Conference in reaching consensus reinforced the pos i t ion of the Agency, within 

which a l l matters re lat ing to assurances of supply and t o ver i f i ca t ion and 

control measures designed t o prevent the diversion of spec ia l f i ss ionable 

materials for mil itary purposes should be resolved, in order to ensure that the 

functions set forth in Art ic le I H of the Agency's Statute were carried out. 

Argentina believed that steps taken by a State or group of States t o impose 

conditions on others without l i s t e n i n g t o the ir arguments and the non-fulfilment 

of obl igat ions under t r e a t i e s and international agreements constituted an 

erroneous pol icy which would produce re su l t s opposite t o that which a l l wished 

to see achieved, namely, genuine horizontal and v e r t i c a l non-proliferation as an 

i n i t i a l step towards complete nuclear disarmament. 

28. The Agency had produced pos i t i ve re su l t s in other spheres, such as food and 

agriculture, l i f e sciences and physical sc iences . However, Argentina was con

cerned by the fact that , although a l l those a c t i v i t i e s had a promotional 

character and provided a very useful type of technical assistance to developing 

countries , in future they would be subject to r e s t r i c t i o n s in order for a near-

zero growth in the budget to be achieved. Although Argentina supported the 

l a t t e r object ive , i t believed that savings should be sought in the safeguards 

programme through the optimum development of equipment and the rational use of 

s taf f , not by the reduction or el imination of promotional a c t i v i t i e s . 

29. On the other hand, he gave h i s delegat ion's f u l l support to the increase in 

the nuclear safety and environmental protection programme and to the continuation 

of the Nuclear Safety Standards (MUSS) programme at a suitable l e v e l . Any 

e f for t s made in those a c t i v i t i e s and in those related t o the management of 

radioactive wastes would benef i t the future development of nuclear power. He 

further wished t o state h i s Government's appreciation o f the a c t i v i t i e s of the 

International Centre for Theoretical Physics at Tr ies te . 
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30. F i n a l l y , he congratulated t he Direc tor General and t h e S e c r e t a r i a t on t h e i r 

work, i n r ecogn i t ion of which he pledged h i s Government's f u l l support for a l l 

the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s . 

31. Mr. SMOLDEHEH (Belgium) congratula ted the President on h i s e l ec t i on , 

for which h i s long experience i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion made him p a r t i c u l a r l y 

well q u a l i f i e d . He a lso pra ised the Agency's Sec re t a r i a t and the Director 

General f o r t h e work they had done dur ing the past yea r . Dr. Eklund had shown 

grea t s k i l l , devotion and i m p a r t i a l i t y , often in d i f f i c u l t circumstances. 

32. He was sorry t h a t the Second MPT Review Conference, which had taken place 

r ecen t ly in Geneva, had teen unable to reach f ina l agreement on a set of recom

mendations - or indeed even on s ta tements - a f t e r i t s thorough examination of 

the Treaty and i t s Preamble. While the Review Conference had seemed unanimous 

i n i t s d e s i r e to maintain and consol ida te the Treaty, i t s p a r t i c i p a n t s had held 

d i f f e r i n g views about how to do so . 

33. Regarding A r t i c l e s I I I and IV, which were p a r t i c u l a r l y important for the 

Agency as they concerned safeguards and the development and peaceful u t i l i z a t i o n 

of atomic energy, the problem i n reaching a consensus was due t o d i f ferences of 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and p r a c t i c e with respec t t o t he supply of nuclear mate r ia l and 

equipment and of nuclear technology applied or developed u n i l a t e r a l l y or by 

groups of coun t r i e s without p r i o r consu l t a t ion with a l l t he S t a t e s par ty t o KPT. 

His de l ega t ion was therefore de l igh ted at the establishment of t he Committee on 

Assurances of Supply, an open-ended committee set up in June 1979 by the Board 

of Governors which should enable a so lu t ion to be found to the problem of 

guaranteed nuclear suppl ies , t he most d i f f i c u l t aspect of which was the a p p l i 

ca t ion of unanimously accepted safeguards in l i ne with the provis ions of HPT. 

Belgium intended to take an ac t ive p a r t i n the work of t h a t Committee and would 

continue i t s e f f o r t s to reconci le t he two goals of non-p ro l i f e r a t ion and the 

development of c i v i l i a n nuclear research and industry on the b a s i s of non

d i sc r imina t ion between nuclear-weapon and non-nuclear-weapon S t a t e s . 

34. Bon-discriminat ion was a p recondi t ion for a t t a i n i n g non -p ro l i f e r a t i on . 

R e s t r i c t i o n s on the development of t he peaceful nuclear a c t i v i t i e s of non-

nuclear-weapon S t a t e s were inadmiss ib le , even where advanced sec to r s and s ens i 

t i v e technology were involved, provided t h a t the l a t t e r were subject to the 

safeguards s t i p u l a t e d in HPT - which meant, e s s e n t i a l l y , t he Agency's f u l l -

scope safeguards . 
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35. That s i t u a t i o n had been recognized when MPT was being concluded, t h a t i s , 

a t a time when a number of non-nuclear-weapon S t a t e s were already developing 

t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s i n s e n s i t i v e sec tors of t he nuclear fuel cyc le . And t h a t was 

why the system known as fu l l -scope safeguards - which was d i f f e r en t from the 

Agency's previous safeguards system - had been inaugurated t o prevent t he 

d ivers ion of produced m a t e r i a l s , whether enriched uranium or plutonium, to the 

manufacture of weapons or prohibi ted nuc lea r explosive devices . 

36. The S t a t e s pa r ty to MPT had a l so , apar t from accepting fu l l - scope safeguards, 

given su f f i c i en t p o l i t i c a l guarantees r egard ing t h e i r i n t e n t i o n s . Reinforcing 

safeguards with respec t t o those count r ies would be t o t a l l y u n j u s t i f i e d , un fa i r 

and absurd. Any f u r the r measures t o s t reng then con t ro l s aimed at prevent ing 

hor izonta l p r o l i f e r a t i o n should be taken p r imar i ly with regard t o coun t r i e s 

which were not pa r ty t o SPT or any equivalent i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r e a t y bu t had 

nonetheless developed s ign i f i can t nuc lear programmes. 

37. At the MPT Review Conference the Belgian delegate had said t h a t , in order to 

reduce the d i sc r imina to ry elements i n t he Trea ty , t he nuclear-weapon S t a t e s 

should submit t h e i r c i v i l i a n p l an t s t o the same safeguards r e g u l a t i o n s as the 

non-nuclear-weapon S t a t e s , adding t h a t such voluntary act ion would serve as an 

example and r eas su re the i n t e rna t i ona l community t h a t the nuclear-weapon S t a t e s 

did not have u l t e r i o r motives as regards c i v i l i a n nuclear developments and 

t r a n s a c t i o n s i n nuclear m a t e r i a l s . The Belgian delegate had welcomed the 

fac t t ha t t he United Kingdom had submitted t o t h e safeguards system imposed on 

the other E0RAT0M Member S t a t e s par ty t o HPT, and t h a t the United S t a t e s of 

America had g iven a s imi l a r under taking, t h e agreement concluded wi th t he 

Agency to t h a t e f fec t having j u s t been r a t i f i e d by the United S t a t e s Senate . 

The Belgian de l ega t i on a t the Review Conference had not been able t o suppress 

some disappointment t h a t t he other nuclear-weapon S ta t e par ty t o t he Treaty 

was s t i l l r e fus ing to follow s u i t . 

38. Belgium could not share the view held by some t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l safeguards 

i n nuclear-weapon S t a t e s were an expensive luxury, s ince such c o n t r o l s would 

serve as an example. Moreover, e l imina t ion of the d i sc r imina t ion i m p l i c i t i n 

Ar t i c l e I I I of MPT should have reassured those at t he Review Conference who 

were worried by a l l e g a t i o n s t h a t s i g n i f i c a n t amounts of spec ia l f i s s i o n a b l e 

mate r ia l had gone missing in one of t he nuclear-weapon S t a t e s p a r t y t o the MPT. 

F i n a l l y , such a measure could be considered t h e f i r s t s tage i n a t t a i n i n g i n t e r 

na t iona l safeguarding of nuclear a c t i v i t i e s ; in o the r words, i t should pave 
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the way to the la ter s tage , for which there was worldwide demand, namely 

cessat ion of the ver t i ca l prol i ferat ion of nuclear weapons and the complete 

cessat ion of -underground t e s t s . 

39. What had been poss ible during the drawing up of the E0RAT0H Treaty, which 

provided for the safeguarding of a l l c i v i l i a n nuclear a c t i v i t i e s of Member 

States , whether or not they had developed nuclear weapons, should also be poss ible 

on a world sca le . Thereafter, the argument based on discrimination used by 

countries refusing to accede to NPT would have no foundation. 

40. The fact that a number of countries - and not the least s ignif icant ones 

e i ther - had so far stayed outside the Treaty was deplorable. However, i f one 

were serious about reinforcing the universal i ty o f the system, then making 

conditions more favourable for those who had stood aloof than for s ignatories or 

maintaining a l l manner o f discriminatory d i s t inc t ions between the mil itary 

powers and others would only strengthen the pos i t ion of the non-signatory 

countries and hinder the task of making the system universal . 

41 . Per the second year running the Agency had complained about the vetoing of 

inspectors by certain countries which, for example, allowed no inspections on 

the ir t err i tory or were too s e l ec t i ve in accepting inspectors. However, one 

must not lose sight of the fact that in international re la t ions reciprocity 

was a basic principle . A country which rejected an inspector was not neces

sar i l y pract is ing discrimination but might, as was often the case, be trying to 

end i t : the veto would be l i f t e d when the home countries of rejected inspectors 

themselves agreed to be inspected. Inspections should be serious and 

impartial; they should not be used to maintain mil i tary pr iv i leges or to 

further industrial espionage. Also, the Agency should be mindful of the 

special re la t ions e x i s t i n g between some States or groups of States , a r e a l i t y 

which might complicate i t s work but must nonetheless be recognized. 

42. Belgium welcomed the opening in Canada of the f i r s t regional safeguards 

o f f i ce and hoped that a second o f f i c e , in the Par East, could soon be opened. 

The opening of regional o f f i c e s would undoubtedly help to make safeguards 

more e f f ec t ive and, in the long term, reduce the inspectors' travel l ing 

expenses. 

43 . After the occasionally excessive budgetary growth of recent years the 

Agency had made a rea l e f fort to keep the increase in i t s 1981 budget within 

reasonable l imi t s . I t should continue that po l i cy in the future and, in 
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particular, look into ways of reducing the running costs of the VIC. With one 

year ' s experience behind i t , i t was in a posit ion to estimate costs more 

prec ise ly and avoid .a l l unnecessary expense. That was part icularly v i t a l in 

view of the fact that some countries had adopted very stringent budgetary 

measures to reduce a l l kinds of cos ts in 1981. Belgium had set a l imit of 

6.125? on i t s budgetary growth. 

44. Belgium could not yet forecast i t s 1981 contribution to the General Fund 

but hoped that , circumstances permitting, i t s contribution would be as high as 

in previous years . The Belgian delegation had noted that the target figures 

c i ted for 1982 and 1983 were meant as a rough guide only; that was especia l ly 

important since i t was d i f f i c u l t to predict how circumstances would change. 

Thus i t was more important than ever that contributions should continue to be 

voluntary and subject to the approval of national Governments. 

45» The d i f f i c u l t period the Agency was going through i n no way diminished 

the importance attached by the Belgian delegation to the technical assistance 

programme. Apart from i t s voluntary contribution to the General Fund, each 

year Belgium was increasing the number of fellowships i t offered to Third World 

graduates wishing to acquire greater expertise in order t o help put into e f fec t 

t h e i r countr ies ' plans for peaceful nuclear development. Those fellowships, 

which i n 1978 had amounted t o 36 man-months, had increased t o 59 man-months 

in 1979 and 90 man-months in 1980. Since 1977 Belgium had also given 

B.Fr. 2 mi l l ion a year for a research programme at the Seibersdorf Laboratory 

being carried out in col laboration with other Governments t o help control 

insect-borne d iseases . The project was being conducted in Nigeria, but i t 

was hoped that i t s resu l t s might contribute to improving overal l health in 

several other African countries. 

46. With regard to reactor safety and environmental protect ion, the Agency's 

ro le should be to formulate recommendations, establ ish internat ional ly accepted 

l e v e l s of protection, review the l a t t e r periodical ly to make any necessary 

adjustments and stimulate the preparation of international agreements. 

47. That was the sp ir i t in which the nine EEC countries , together with the 

European Commission, had signed the Convention on the Physical Protection of 

Nuclear Material (CPNM) on 9 June 1979. He hoped that many other countries, 

e spec ia l ly those which might have international r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s in that 
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connection, would follow s u i t . Such conventions could achieve t h e i r aims only 

i f they were supported by the l a rge s t poss ib le numbers of c o u n t r i e s . 

48 . On the i n v i t a t i o n of the Belgian Government, the Eighth Conference on 

Controlled Huclear Fusion had been held in the summer of 1980 i n Brusse l s . Over 

500 s c i e n t i s t s from 36 coun t r i e s , along with s c i e n t i s t s a t tached to the 

European Community and the Agency, had taken par t in the meeting, which had been 

an in sp i r ing example of i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-opera t ion . By organiz ing tha t 

conference, Belgium had demonstrated i t s i n t e r e s t i n a fu ture technology which 

might lead t o new forms of power genera t ion . 

49. The energy c r i s i s of the past decade, which would become inc reas ing ly ser ious 

towards t he end of the century, ca l l ed fo r the massive mobi l iza t ion of a l l 

ava i lab le energy resources and the speedy development of new technology. At the 

Eleventh World Energy Conference, he ld i n Munich from 3 to 12 September, i t had 

been pointed out t h a t such ac t ion was abso lu te ly necessary for i n d u s t r i a l and 

soc ia l p rogress , fo r the development of t he Third World and for world peace. 

Chancellor Helmut Schmidt of t he Federa l Republic of Germany had s t a t ed 

unreservedly a t t h a t conference t h a t , second only t o the p rese rva t ion of peace, 

energy was t he most important problem fac ing the world a t p r e s e n t . In t h a t 

context , d e s p i t e campaigns to sway pub l i c opinion away from i t i n some coun t r i e s , 

atomic energy seemed t o be an indispensable complement to o ther forms of energy, 

nat ional a u t h o r i t i e s would, of course , bear f u l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the choices 

they made, but t he Agency would s t i l l have a major par t to p lay with respect t o 

information, co-ord ina t ion , promotion and safeguards. He hoped t h a t t he Agency 

would be able t o f u l f i l t h a t r o l e with t h e e f f ic iency and s k i l l i t had shown 

during the twenty-four years of i t s ex i s t ence , q u a l i t i e s which most of the 

p a r t i c i p a n t s a t the HPT Review Conference, moreover, fu l ly apprec ia ted . 

50. Mr. ZA8GGER (Switzerland) sa id he would f i r s t l i k e t o commend the 

Director General on having drawn up what was v i r t u a l l y a zero r e a l growth budget 

for 1981, i n f u l l conformity with the a u s t e r i t y requi red by the u n c e r t a i n t i e s 

p reva i l i ng i n world economic t r e n d s . I t was hoped t h a t the same approach would 

be adopted i n years t o come. To achieve t h a t purpose i t would be necessary t o 

make a thorough ana lys i s of a l l the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s , with a reassessment of 

p r i o r i t i e s and the pruning of programmes where necessary. 
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51 . Financing for t echn ica l a s s i s t ance - one of the most important Agency 

a c t i v i t i e s - would have t o be increased and put on a more p red ic tab le b a s i s . 

Hence the adoption of a method of year ly planning t h a t envisaged a t a r g e t fo r 

t he coming year and ind ica t ive f igures for t he next two years seemed most 

appropr ia te . S ince , however, a planning procedure of t h a t kind should permit 

considerable inc reases in t echn ica l a s s i s t ance in future yea r s , na t i ona l 

adminis t ra t ions would have to be given the means of j u s t i fy ing the r e q u e s t s for 

funds t h a t they submitted each year t o t h e i r own Governments. I n o t h e r words, 

i t would have t o be shown t h a t the planning was based on a sound mu l t i -yea r 

programme i n d i c a t i n g t h a t the envisaged p r o j e c t s were worthwhile. Furthermore, 

t h e r e would have t o b e , for each p ro j ec t , an eva lua t ion of t he r e s u l t s and of 

t he serv ices rendered t o t he r ec ip i en t country so as t o demonstrate t h e u s e f u l 

ness of the development a id . Information on pro jec t planning i t s e l f and on 

the eva lua t ion of r e s u l t s should be included i n the Agency's annual r e p o r t on 

t e chn i ca l a s s i s t a n c e . 

52. In i t s s tatement t o t he General Conference i n 1979, t he Swiss de l ega t i on 

had presented an o v e r a l l p i c t u r e of the development of nuclear energy i n 

Switzerland. Inasmuch as no great changes had taken place s ince t h a t t ime , 

t he d e t a i l s could be found i n t he re levan t r eco rd . There were, however, a few 

po in t s t h a t could be added. Following the commissioning of t he GSsgen Power 

S t a t i o n at t he beginning of 1980, nuclear power now accounted for roughly one 

t h i r d of Swiss e l e c t r i c i t y genera t ion . In the f i e l d of research and development, 

t he Federal Reactor Research I n s t i t u t e had continued i t s s tud ies of h i g h -

temperature r e a c t o r s , gas-cooled f a s t b reeders and the re levant t e c h n i c a l 

s e rv i ce s . 

53 . Mention should also be made of the f ac t t h a t t he publ ic acceptance of 

nuclear energy i n Switzerland was jus t as much a fundamental problem as i n many 

other coun t r i e s . Hence t he Agency's achievements i n t h a t f i e l d - both i n t he 

past and in t he fu tu re - were genera l ly apprec ia t ed . Public acceptance of 

nuclear energy would be g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t e d as soon as i t was c l e a r l y demon

s t r a t e d t h a t i t s r i s k / s o c i a l benef i t r a t i o favourably compared with o the r con

vent iona l and new energy sources , and as soon as t he f i n a l d i sposa l of h igh -

l e v e l waste i n s u i t a b l e geologica l formations could be successful ly demonstrated 

somewhere or o t h e r i n the world. The Agency would do well to give p a r t i c u l a r 

a t t e n t i o n to those two t o p i c s . 
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54» As fa r as t he problem of t he non-p ro l i f e ra t ion of nuclear weapons was con

cerned, t h e r e was not t he s l i g h t e s t doubt tha t t he mat ter was a t present 

passing through a t r a n s i t i o n phase, accompanied by a c e r t a i n d isequi l ibr ium 

normal in such circumstances. As an i l l u s t r a t i o n of the lack of balance, t h e 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluation (HSFCE) had ended with the 

adoption of a consensus r e p o r t , whereas t he Second Review Conference of the 

P a r t i e s t o the Treaty on t h e Man-Proliferat ion of Nuclear Weapons had not done 

so . INFCE had been a t e chn i ca l exe rc i se , whereas t he HPT Review Conference 

had been a p o l i t i c a l one, which i l l u s t r a t e d c l ea r ly t h a t t he non-p ro l i f e r a t ion 

of nuclear weapons was p r imar i ly a p o l i t i c a l problem and could not be solved 

so le ly by t e c h n i c a l means. No combination of t e c h n i c a l or i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

measures aimed a t prevent ing non-p ro l i f e ra t ion could be considered an adequate 

a l t e r n a t i v e t o p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n aimed a t e l imina t ing t h e reasons for which 

nuclear weapons were manufactured. 

55« The recen t HPT Review Conference had not , of course , cas t doubt upon the 

value of the Treaty i t s e l f , but i t had led to a deeper awareness of t he 

d i f f e r en t opinions p r e v a i l i n g with regard to t he fulf i lment of t he var ious 

commitments entered into i n the c i v i l and m i l i t a r y domains and to the ques t ion 

of an ove ra l l equil ibrium i n respec t of those commitments. The Conference had 

drawn up a balance of the e x i s t i n g opinions tha t oould serve as a ba s i s for 

s h i f t i n g t he emphasis of a c t i v i t i e s i n t he years t o come. 

56. In the c i v i l domain, i t was g r a t i f y i n g to see t h a t t he d iscuss ions and t h e 

e f f o r t s t o d r a f t a f i na l communique a t the HPT Review Conference had pinpointed 

spec i f i c recommendations, of which some would give t h e Agency added r e s p o n s i b i l i 

t i e s . A p a r t i c u l a r ins tance was the yea r ly meeting of the S t a t e s par ty t o the 

Treaty t o d i s cus s the a p p l i c a t i o n of Ar t i c l e IV r e l a t i n g t o co-opera t ion , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y wi th in the context of A r t i c l e I I I . 

57. Furthermore, the Conference had confirmed the importance of t he r e spons i 

b i l i t i e s devolving upon the Committee on Assurances of Supply (CAS) and of t he 

s tud ies on i n s t i t u t i o n a l arrangements for organizing m u l t i l a t e r a l opera t ions i n 

c e r t a i n p a r t s of t h e fuel cyc le - I n t e rna t i ona l Plutonium Storage (IPS) and 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Spent Fuel Management (3SFM). 

58. The recommendations formulated i n r e l a t i o n t o c i v i l app l i ca t ions concerned 

b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s , m u l t i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s and the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s . As a 
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whole, t hey provided for t he development of the non -p ro l i f e r a t i on regime on a 

cons t ruc t ive b a s i s and promoted what could be termed a b u i l d i n g block approach. 

I n s h o r t , t h e c i v i l nuclear energy domain ca l l ed for continued progress on the 

bas i s of MPT and along paths opened up by INFCE i n t he search fo r , and pursu i t 

of, a nuclear po l icy more and more geared t o un iversa l a p p l i c a t i o n . 

59« In conclusion, he wished to r e c a l l some of the s a l i e n t po in t s of the Swiss 

non -p ro l i f e r a t i on pol icy as appl ied to t he c i v i l uses of nuc lear energy: f i r s t , 

Switzerland considered MPT a b a s i s for i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s to prevent t he 

p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons, un ive r s a l acceptance of i t being a p r i o r i t y 

concern. Second, Switzerland would continue t o support add i t i ona l non-

p r o l i f e r a t i o n measures t h a t seemed prudent and t imely , provided they applied on 

a m u l t i l a t e r a l b a s i s and were, as f a r as pos s ib l e , supported by a l l count r ies 

concerned. A non-p ro l i f e r a t i on po l i cy based so le ly on g r e a t e r pressure or 

more severe l i m i t a t i o n s would u l t i m a t e l y have the opposi te e f f e c t . Third, 

Switzerland was i n favour of MPT being applied as j ud i c ious ly as pos s ib l e , 

mainly by f a c i l i t a t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-opera t ion i n the peaceful uses of 

nuclear energy under Agency c o n t r o l . A non-p ro l i f e r a t i on system could not be 

e f f ec t ive or l a s t i n g unless S t a t e s were convinced t h a t t h e i r i n t e r e s t s were 

best served by t h e i r being par t of i t r a t h e r than outs ide i t . I t was i n t h a t 

s p i r i t t h a t t he Swiss a u t h o r i t i e s were s t r i c t l y f u l f i l l i n g a l l the i n t e rna t i ona l 

commitments i n to which they had en te red , inc luding those which derived from HPT, 

and were even going beyond the fu l f i lment of t h e i r NPB-related commitments. 

They would continue along those l i n e s and would not be d i s t r a c t e d by p ress 

campaigns. 

60. Mr. KQRHONEM (Finland) sa id t h a t , apart from coa l , nuclear energy was 

t h e only s i g n i f i c a n t long-term a l t e r n a t i v e source of energy which could reduce 

dependence on o i l . According to INFCE p ro j ec t i ons , the nuc lear power genera t ing 

capaci ty i n t he world would have t o increase some seven- t o t en fo ld over the next 

20 yea r s i f a g lobal energy balance and modest economic growth were t o be main

t a i n e d . However, prospects for t h e development of nuclear energy continued 

to be undermined by a number of u n c e r t a i n t i e s inc luding sa fe ty , non-p ro l i f e ra t ion 

and pub l i c acceptance. The Agency must t a c k l e those problems e f f ec t i ve ly and 

a s s i s t Member S t a t e s to secure s t a b l e and adequate product ion of energy. I t 

was ev iden t , t he r e fo re , t h a t t he a c t i v i t i e s of the Agency would expand more 

r ap id ly than those of any o ther o rgan iza t ion wi thin t he United Nations family. 

6 1 . There had been s ign i f i can t developments s ince t he previous sess ion of the 

General Conference, i n Hew Delhi . In February, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Nuclear Fuel 
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Cycle Evaluation had been concluded, and i t s r e s u l t s provided an ample b a s i s 

for future energy planning. For Governments, INFCE l a i d down in a systematic 

and log ica l manner t he mate r ia l and economic framework for future dec i s ions and 

would probably lead to a recons idera t ion of nuclear p o l i c i e s in a number of 

coun t r i e s . His de lega t ion had often s t r e s s e d the importance for small count r ies 

l i k e Finland, l a r g e l y dependent on foreign supp l i e s , of having very c l e a r 

p r i n c i p l e s and condi t ions on which to base dec is ions on highly investment-

in tens ive nuclear energy programmes. The IHFCE r e s u l t s would f a c i l i t a t e the 

ca l cu la t ions involved. 

62. The r e s u l t s of t he r ecen t ly concluded Second HPT Review Conference were fa r 

from s a t i s f a c t o r y . nonetheless , although the p a r t i e s had been unable to reach 

a consensus, t he b a s i c v a l i d i t y of HPT had remained unquestioned. Indeed, 

views expressed on the peaceful use of nuc lear energy were very s i m i l a r . The 

nuclear-weapon S t a t e s had spec ia l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y under HPT and should give 

proper weight t o the arguments presented a t the Conference by non-nuclear-weapon 

S t a t e s . The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the nuclear-weapon S t a t e s for the whole non-

p r o l i f e r a t i o n regime, and espec ia l ly for t he implementation of A r t i c l e s IV and 

VI of HPT, had not diminished. 

63 . The Convention on the Physical P ro t ec t i on of Huclear Material had been 

opened for s igna tu re the previous March. In s p i t e of e laborate t e c h n i c a l i t i e s , 

the Convention was proof of a s trong p o l i t i c a l awareness regarding the r e spons i 

b i l i t i e s r e s u l t i n g from the possession and handling of nuclear m a t e r i a l s . 

Finland would s ign t he Convention as soon as poss ib le and hoped i t would have 

un iversa l adherence. 

64. Safeguards a c t i v i t i e s , including the implementation of safeguards agreements, 

were one of the most v i t a l t a sks of the .Agency. They could only expand with t he 

increas ing use of nuclear power, and the Agency should therefore be granted the 

necessary manpower and o the r resources t o meet i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 

65 . Within t he l i m i t s of i t s resources t he Agency had discharged i t s safeguards 

t a s k s i n an exce l l en t manner. Technical and manpower problems, however, should 

be the subject of continuous review. His de lega t ion supported the Direc tor 

Genera l ' s appeal fo r l e s s r e s t r i c t i v e cond i t ions t o be applied to the acceptance 

of proposed safeguards i n spec to r s . The more e f f i c i e n t use of e x i s t i n g s a f e 

guards resources should also be encouraged. I t was F in land ' s experience t h a t 

e f f i c i en t Agency safeguards control enhanced na t iona l con t ro l . 
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66. He noted with s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t no anomalies had been detected dur ing t h e 

pas t yea r . I t should not be forgot ten even i n t h a t context t h a t the p r i n c i p a l 

problem i n non -p ro l i f e r a t i on e f fo r t s was not t e c h n i c a l but p o l i t i c a l . The 

annual repor t again ind ica ted t h a t t he amount of nuclear mater ia l not covered by 

safeguards agreements wi th the Agency was i nc reas ing . That development was a l l 

t he more deplorable as i t would undoubtedly continue to hamper the t r a n s f e r of 

nuclear technology for peaceful purposes and would j u s t i f y var ious r e s t r a i n t s 

and con t ro l s i n b i l a t e r a l arrangements which might otherwise have been 

unnecessary. 

67. He welcomed the increased emphasis on nuc lear s a f e ty , the inc lus ion of t he 

supplementary nuclear power safe ty programme i n t h e Regular Budget, and the 

c rea t ion of a spec i f i c Divis ion of Huclear Safe ty . I t had become evident t h a t 

the a c c e p t a b i l i t y of nuc lear energy in a number of Member S ta te s would depend 

l a rge ly on the c r e d i b i l i t y of safe ty systems and t h e i r implementation. The 

sa fe ty of a l l l a rge i n d u s t r i a l endeavours was a most complex quest ion. Although 

s t a t i s t i c s showed t h a t nuclear power r i s k s were low on an absolute sca le and in 

comparison with o ther means of energy production, some important t o p i c s r equ i red 

fu r the r development i f pub l ic confidence in t h e s a f e ty of nuclear energy was t o 

be won. The improved u t i l i z a t i o n of opera t ing exper ience , the increased 

importance of ope ra t iona l sa fe ty , the need for more comprehensive emergency 

plans and ways in which i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion could improve safe ty were 

subjec ts to which h i s de lega t ion at tached grea t importance. I n t e r n a t i o n a l co 

opera t ion to produce i n t e r n a t i o n a l safety recommendations was v i t a l t o coun t r i e s 

which had to r e l y on s e rv i ce s from abroad. 

68. His de legat ion had of ten s t r e s sed the importance of g iv ing high p r i o r i t y 

t o t e chn i ca l a s s i s t ance a c t i v i t i e s and had also expressed i t s Government's 

wi l l ingness t o accept a s u b s t a n t i a l increase i n t h e t a r g e t for voluntary c o n t r i 

b u t i o n s . The Agency should be capable of r ender ing ass i s t ance in planning and 

implementing nuclear power programmes i n a safe and adequate manner to those 

count r ies which had chosen the nuclear opt ion but had not yet been able t o 

c r ea t e the technologica l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i t r e q u i r e d . The nuclear opt ion should 

be kept open for those c o u n t r i e s . S igni f icant emphasis should be put on t he 

v i t a l a reas of manpower t r a i n i n g , i n f r a s t r u c t u r e organiza t ion and safe ty 

ques t ions . 

69 . He welcomed the agreement on the s u b s t a n t i a l inc rease i n longer-term 

t a r g e t s for f inancing t e chn i ca l a s s i s t ance . His Government was prepar ing t o 
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provide supplementary funds t o f inance c e r t a i n t echn ica l a s s i s t ance p ro jec t s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y those r e l a t i n g t o manpower t r a i n i n g and sa f e ty . Those funds would 

considerably exceed the amount corresponding t o F in l and ' s assessed con t r ibu t ion . 

He hoped t h a t in fu ture the Agency would he able to provide funds for technica l 

a s s i s t ance which were even more generous than the agreed f i g u r e s . 

70 . The Agency faced a number of o ld and new challenges i n the 1980s. The 

major p ro jec t s r e l a t i n g to I n t e r n a t i o n a l Spent Fuel Management and In te rna t iona l 

Plutonium Storage (IPS) had been under way for some t ime . I t was e spec ia l ly 

g r a t i f y i n g t h a t t h e IPS project was making good progress ; the Member S t a t e s 

a l ready had the opportuni ty t o consider and comment on the f i r s t Draft S ta tu te 

for IPS. The Committee on Assurances of Supply was a new and important 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for t he Agency. The Committee provided a proper forum where, 

for t he f i r s t t ime , suppl ier and consumer count r ies could d i scuss ways of 

improving the assurance of nuc lea r suppl ies in accordance with non-pro l i fe ra t ion 

cons ide ra t ions . The Committee would a lso t ack l e the fue l cycle problem of 

count r ies which were dependent on se rv ices from other S t a t e s . 

7 1 . In t h a t connection, he wished to draw a t t e n t i o n to t he problems of the 

ever inc reas ing complexity of the m u l t i l a b e l l i n g and mu l t i t r ack ing systems 

r e s u l t i n g from the numerous b i l a t e r a l agreements between suppl ie r and rec ip ien t 

c o u n t r i e s . That kind of complexity might in t he long run jeopardize the 

o r i g i n a l ob jec t ives of cont ro l systems and hamper the necessary t r a n s f e r of 

nuc lear m a t e r i a l . The Agency must be prepared t o study and seek so lu t ions t o 

t h a t problem. 

72 . Non-nuclear—weapon S t a t e s accepted - were indeed demanding - t h a t f u l l -

scope safeguards should be appl ied t o the whole fuel c y c l e . They were thus 

e n t i t l e d t o reques t i n r e t u r n t h a t the nuclear-weapon S t a t e s accept ful l -scope 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for a l l those phases of the fuel cycle where t h e i r advanced s t a t u s 

in nuclear technology made i t appropr ia te o r in which r e s t r i c t i o n s on use or 

t r a n s f e r accepted by the r e c i p i e n t S t a t e necess i t a ted i t . That r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

should extend from raw uranium suppl ies to reprocess ing and o the r uses of spent 

fuel and to the f i n a l d i sposa l of waste. Those problems, although enormous, 

should be cons tan t ly reviewed by the Agency i n the 1980s. 

7 3 . Mr. KUAN (Pakistan) sa id t h a t nuclear energy was passing through i t s 

most c r u c i a l phase . The g rea t debate i n i t i a t e d in t he 1970s about the e t h i c a l 

and environmental aspec ts of nuc lear energy was s t i l l cont inuing. With no 
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a l t e r n a t i v e technologies i n s ight o r on the horizon, the doubts r a i s e d about 

nuclear power were depr iving the world of the bene f i t s of a r e a l and economic 

option a l ready a v a i l a b l e . 

74 . The economies of the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d and developing coun t r i e s had been 

badly shaken by unresolved energy problems and, while the advanced count r ies 

were b e t t e r prepared t o absorb and manage unforeseen p r ice i n c r e a s e s , the 

Third World was facing a grim fu tu re . 

75» Solemn warnings had been given by respons ib le world l e ade r s t h a t t h e pu r su i t 

of energy s e c u r i t y might lead to m i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t s i n the e f fo r t to gain cont ro l 

of diminishing energy suppl ies and o t h e r raw m a t e r i a l s . Bbthing d e s t a b i l i z e d 

the world more than a f ee l ing of i n s e c u r i t y r e s u l t i n g from a f e a r of l i k e l y 

shortages o r i n t e r r u p t i o n s of v i t a l energy supp l i e s . 

76 . Pakis tan had noted with deep r e g r e t t h a t the North-South nego t i a t ions on a 

common s t r a t e g y for development had almost broken down in the United Nations 

following t h e unen thus i a s t i c response given to t h e Brandt Commission's p ro 

gramme of s u r v i v a l . I t had also been disappointed by the s e r i o u s divergence 

of views at t h e r e c e n t l y concluded HPT Review Conference i n Geneva. In s p i t e 

of those s e t - b a c k s , however, i t continued t o be l i eve t h a t t h e r e was no o the r 

a l t e r n a t i v e but t o continue se r ious nego t i a t i ons between the r i c h and the poor 

and between nuc lear and non-nuclear S t a t e s . At the twent ie th sess ion of t he 

General Conference, Pakistan had proposed t h a t , ins tead of imposing u n i l a t e r a l 

guide l ines and r e s t r i c t i o n s on the export of equipment, technology and m a t e r i a l s , 

the suppl ier S t a t e s should en te r i n to a dialogue with the r e c i p i e n t S t a t e s t o 

develop mutually acceptable norms governing nuclear t r ade wi th in t he framework 

of appropr ia te safeguards. That p l ea had gone unheeded. The supp l i e r S t a t e s 

had refused t h e t r a n s f e r of peaceful nuc lear technology, equipment and m a t e r i a l s . 

They ought t o recognize t h a t t h a t po l i cy had not worked. P r o l i f e r a t i o n was 

e s s e n t i a l l y a p o l i t i c a l problem which could not be solved by t e chn i ca l means. 

The u n i l a t e r a l renouncing of agreements and con t rac t s had been se l f -de fea t i ng 

and was d i r e c t l y respons ib le for t he spread of nuclear fuel technology in 

d i f fe ren t p a r t s of t he world. After having l o s t severa l prec ious y e a r s , the 

Board had f i n a l l y decided to set up a Committee on Assurances of Supply. 

Pakistan welcomed t h a t move as a p o s i t i v e and cons t ruc t ive s t e p and was w i l l i n g 

t o con t r ibu te t o the long delayed d ia logue . 

77 • The Pak is tan Government had r epea t ed ly and unambiguously declared t h a t i t s 

nuclear programme was intended e n t i r e l y fo r peaceful purposes. Pakis tan was 
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deeply committed t o the cause of non-p ro l i f e ra t ion and did not be l ieve t h a t t h e 

s ecu r i t y of developing coun t r i e s was enhanced by the acqu i s i t i on of nuclear 

weapons. I t was, t h e r e f o r e , opposed t o both ho r i zon ta l and v e r t i c a l p r o l i f e r a 

t i o n . I t r e i t e r a t e d i t s s tand on the establishment of a nuclear - f ree zone i n 

South Asia and the development of a t r e a t y banning the manufacture and in t roduc 

t i o n of nuclear weapons i n t h a t reg ion . I t was a l so prepared to consider any 

o the r r ec ip roca l measures and arrangements t o achieve the same ob jec t ives . 

7 8 . The Pakis tan de lega t ion had already expressed i t s views on the Agency's 

programme for 1981-1986 and t h e budget for 1981 i n d iscuss ions i n the Board. 

Much g r e a t e r imagination might have been shown i n planning the Agency's p r o 

gramme for t h e next f ive y e a r s . While Pakistan s t rong ly supported the making 

of savings in low-pr io r i ty a r e a s , i t did not be l i eve t h a t a zero-growth budget 

should be imposed a t t he expense of c ruc i a l promotional and t echn ica l a c t i v i t i e s . 

The Director General himself had s t a t e d t h a t a forced retrenchment i n c e r t a i n 

programmes of spec ia l s ign i f i cance t o the developing count r ies was undes i r ab l e . 

The inc reas ing b ias i n t h e Agency's budget towards regu la to ry a t the expense of 

promotional a c t i v i t i e s was t o be r eg re t t ed s ince i t was found to adversely 

a f fec t the Agency's e f fec t iveness i n inf luencing t h e nuclear energy development 

programmes i n Third World c o u n t r i e s . The Agency was not helping mat ters by 

r e v i s i n g t h e long-s tanding Guiding P r inc ip l e s fo r t h e Provision of Technical 

Assis tance and by i n t e r p r e t i n g those guide l ines i n a very r e s t r i c t i v e manner 

so t h a t developing coun t r i e s were being forced t o opt out of the t e chn i ca l 

a s s i s t ance programme. I f t h a t t r end gained momentum, i t would have se r ious 

repercuss ions on the a c c e p t a b i l i t y of t he Agency's safeguards funct ions. 

7 9 . The problem of f inancing t echn ica l a s s i s t ance from pred ic tab le and assured 

sources had not been r e so lved . The temporary so lu t i on adopted would g ive 

everyone more t ime, but t he r e a l i s sue had been avoided. Pakis tan be l ieved t h a t 

t h e bes t way to f inance t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance was through the Regular Budget. 

80 . Pakis tan noted with s a t i s f a c t i o n the cont inuing development of t he Agency's 

safeguard system, and be l ieved the system was a sound, s a t i s f a c t o r y and r e l i a b l e 

means of ensuring t h a t t h e nuclear energy p ro j ec t s and programmes remained peace

f u l . Also, i t congra tu la ted t he Agency on the award of t h e Bobel Pr ize i n 

Physics t o t he Director of t h e In t e rna t i ona l Centre for Theore t ica l Phys ios . 

8 1 . Pakis tan had followed ca re fu l ly the work of t h e Agency r e l a t i n g t o i n t e r 

na t i ona l plutonium s t o r a g e . I t f u l l y supported t h e safeguarding of plutonium 
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i n accordance with the S t a t u t e of t h e Agency but did not subscr ibe t o the propo

s i t i o n t h a t the fuel reprocess ing and plutonium r e c y c l i n g p l a n t s and breeder 

r e a c t o r s which would play a dominant r o l e i n the next decade should remain t he 

monopoly of a few i n d u s t r i a l i z e d S t a t e s . The information and mate r ia l should be 

acces s ib l e without any d i sc r imina t ion or hindrance t o t he developing countr ies 

for t h e benef i t of t h e i r peaceful programmes. 

82 . Over t he past four y e a r s , the General Conference and the Board had been 

d e a l i n g with t he quest ion of t h e amendment to Ar t i c l e VI .A.2 . After con

s i d e r a b l e deba te , t h e General Conference a t i t s twenty-second sess ion had 

unanimously supported a r e s o l u t i o n not ing t h a t the major i ty of Member S ta te s 

endorsed the propos i t ion t h a t a modest increase of one sea t for Africa and one 

for t h e Middle East and South Asia would be d e s i r a b l e . I t was t o be hoped 

t h a t a consensus on t h a t modest increase would be reached without undue delay . 

Hot only was t h e ex i s t i ng imbalance un jus t ; i t adverse ly af fec ted t he r e p r e 

s e n t a t i v e charac te r of the Board, i t s e f f ic iency and i t s e f f ec t i venes s . Any 

de lay i n t he acceptance of t he compromise formula would c o n s t i t u t e a denia l of 

t h e r i g h t of t he two l e a s t r epresen ted r eg ions , which suppl ied more than ha l f 

of t h e wor ld ' s energy and o i l needs and a considerable amount of uranium. Delay 

on t h e i ssue would not only l ead t o d i f f i c u l t i e s i n t h e Board but would also 

pave t h e way for demands fo r a much l a r g e r increase i n r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

83 . Pak i s t an f u l l y supported t h e holding of a United Nations conference i n 1983 

on the promotion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion i n t h e peaceful uses of nuclear 

energy. I t had also been p leased to note t h a t t h e Co-ordinat ing Committee on 

Atomic Energy of t h e non-al igned coun t r i e s had had a very productive and usefu l 

meeting a t Buenos Aires and endorsed i t s dec l a r a t i on t h a t i t was the sovereign 

r i g h t of a l l na t ions t o acquire and apply peaceful nuc lea r technology for t h e i r 

development under appropr ia te safeguards . 

84. Pakis tan was proceeding with i t s peaceful nuclear energy programme, with 

emphasis on nuclear power and technology and the a p p l i c a t i o n of nuclear t e c h 

niques i n a g r i c u l t u r e and medicine. The search for nuc lea r raw ma te r i a l s had 

l ed t o t he discovery of a d d i t i o n a l depos i t s of uranium, zirconium and other 

subs tances . Nuclear fuel had been manufactured l o c a l l y fo r the count ry ' s 

natural -uranium heavy-water power r e a c t o r . The recent inc reases i n the p r i c e 

of o i l had made nuclear power even more a t t r a c t i v e for Pak is tan and provided 

a s t rong incen t ive for planning new r e a c t o r s . The Government had already 
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approved the construction of a 600-MW plant to be located at Chashma. Work had 

commenced on the seventh nuclear medicine centre, at Islamabad, and the third 

agricultural centre, at the Peshawar Nuclear Ins t i tu te , had started functioning. 

85. The f i f t h International Summer College on Physics and Contemporary Seeds, 

held in Hathiagali , Pakistan, from 14 June to 2 July 1980, had been attended 

by 150 participants from 22 countries. The College had established i t s e l f as 

an example of how a developing country could help i t s e l f by inv i t ing 

distinguished s c i e n t i s t s from other countries to discuss the l a t e s t advances 

in physics and t h e i r applications for development. 

86. In conclusion, he expressed h i s country's f u l l support for the work and 

programmes of the Agency. 

87. Mr. SIAZQg (Phi l ippines) , r eca l l ing the Eisenhower "Atoms for Peace" 

declaration of 1953, which had resulted in the establishment of the Agency in 

1957 and in the widespread use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes under 

Agency safeguards, said that that era had been characterized by international 

co-operation and by high public expectations. To a large extent , those expecta

t i ons had been f u l f i l l e d by the introduction of nuclear power in developing 

countries and by the increasing applications of nuclear energy for medical and 

agricultural purposes. 

88. Today, however, the prevail ing at t i tude towards nuclear energy was far from 

favourable. Pear of nuclear prol i ferat ion and concern over problems of nuclear 

waste had combined t o res tra in the increasing use of nuclear energy not only in 

the developed countries but also i n the developing countries. national 

p o l i c i e s r e l a t i n g to non-proliferation and environmental protection had had 

retroact ive e f f e c t s and in some cases had resulted in delays, additional cos t s 

and adverse economic consequences in the developing countries. Those p o l i c i e s 

had aggravated the already complex energy problems of some of the countries in 

question. 

89. Changes in public att i tudes towards nuclear energy required changes in 

strategy, and the Agency must therefore adjust i t s approach and programmes to 

the present requirements. Such an adjustment, however, was poss ible only with 

the f u l l co-operation of Member S t a t e s . 

90. First o f a l l , the Agency had to expand and accelerate i t s a c t i v i t i e s in 

connection with nuclear safety . More emphasis had to be placed on the safe 
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disposal of radioactive wastes and on international co-operation in spent fuel 

management. The Agency had to continue to update i t s various safety codes and 

to strengthen i t s capacity to provide advice to Member States on the l i cens ing 

of nuclear power p lants , on the safety aspects of s i t e se lec t ion , on the safety 

assessment of plants and on safety aspects of the technical spec i f i cat ions set 

forth in b ids . I t must also be prepared t o intens i fy i t s programmes for 

training personnel from developing countries i n a l l phases of the safe operation 

of nuclear power p lants . As a further measure, i t should promote more strongly 

the establishment of mult i lateral agreements between neighbouring countries and 

the Agency i t s e l f for the provision of emergency assistance in the event of 

nuclear accidents. Such agreements should be formulated in such a way that 

developing countries with nuclear power plants were assured of emergency a s s i s 

tance from one or more developed oountries in the event of a nuclear accident. 

91 . The Agency should refrain from portraying nuclear energy as an energy 

alternative without serious problems. Signif icant e f for t s had to be made to 

explain to the public that , while there were problems associated with the use of 

nuclear energy, those problems were not insurmountable and solutions were in 

fact being successful ly developed by national Governments, by the international 

community and by the Agency i t s e l f . I t a lso needed to be underlined t h a t , in 

spi te of the problems, nuclear power was a v iable and necessary source o f energy 

for the economic development of many countries . The Agency must transform i t s 

public image into that of an organization with the competence and authority to 

provide objective advice on the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. An intensive 

public information programme would be required for the purpose. 

92. The Agency was much bet ter known at present for i t s safeguards functions 

than for i t s competence in nuclear energy. Perhaps there was some bas i s for 

that misconception. I t s more serious e f for t s in connection with nuclear safety 

started only after the Three Mile Island accident, and the resources earmarked 

for such a c t i v i t i e s i n the 1981 Regular Budget were much l e s s than 25$ of the 

real costs of safeguards. For example, Table I of document GC(XXIV)/630 

showed only US 112 000 of expected extra budgetary resources for a c t i v i t i e s 

related to health and safety , while three Member States were expected to 

provide US $1 385 000 voluntari ly for safeguards. Clearly, the emphasis which 

Member States placed on nuclear safety must be ref lected in the ir contributions 

to the Agency. In that connection, i t might be worthwhile to consider 
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s o l i c i t i n g f i n a n c i a l or t e c h n i c a l support from non-mi l i t a ry nuclear i n d u s t r i e s 

i n Member S t a t e s for programmes geared t o improving pub l i c ideas about nuclear 

s a f e t y . 

9 3 . The f ea r of nuclear p r o l i f e r a t i o n t h a t many developed nuclear suppl ie r 

coun t r i e s f e l t had led t o u n i l a t e r a l and sometimes r e t r o a c t i v e changes in t h e i r 

nuc lea r supply condi t ions . Those changes had eroded confidence i n the s e c u r i t y 

of suppl ies and caused delays i n the nuclear power programmes of developing 

c o u n t r i e s . 

9 4 . The .Agency had a c e n t r a l r o l e t o play i n the mat te r of non-pro l i f e ra t ion as 

i t provided the only mechanism for t he app l ica t ion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l safeguards. 

Recent ly , however, non-p ro l i f e r a t ion condi t ions had been developed on the ou t s ide 

and introduced in to the Agency only a f t e r agreements had been reached elsewhere. 

That p r a c t i c e must s top . Since t he Agency had the main r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l safeguards, i t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t non -p ro l i f e r a t i on quest ions 

should be considered and reso lved wi th in t he framework of the Agency, Moreover, 

non -p ro l i f e r a t i on condi t ions and safeguards could be acceptable only i f they went 

hand i n hand with assurances of supply t h a t were considered to be equ i t ab l e . 

The p r i c e of " i r revocable safeguards*' was " i r revocab le supply". 

9 5 . I n order for suppl ie r coun t r i e s t o accept t h e Agency as the main forum f o r 

t h e cons idera t ion of non -p ro l i f e r a t i on i s s u e s , i t might be necessary t o assure 

them t h a t the Agency's safeguards system would continue t o be adequate i n d e t e r 

r i n g nuclear p r o l i f e r a t i o n and t h a t t h e developing coun t r i e s would continue t o 

support the safeguards a c t i v i t i e s of t h e Agency. Confidence in the Agency's 

safeguards system could be maintained only as long as t h e Agency was provided 

with su f f i c i en t resources t o ca r ry out i t s safeguards functions e f f e c t i v e l y . 

Those resources would have t o be provided by the developed count r ies because of 

t h e i r g r e a t e r capacity t o pay. 

96 . The present l eve l of resources for safeguards could not be considered high 

when viewed i n t he context of expenditures for na t iona l s ecu r i t y systems. The 

p resen t safeguards a l l o c a t i o n , however, represented a very la rge par t of the 

Agency's Regular Budget. As long as safeguards were not viewed as having the 

e f f e c t - o f crowding out t he Agency's promotional a c t i v i t i e s , the developing 

coun t r i e s would continue t o support them. However, t hey might become l e s s 

e n t h u s i a s t i c i f they were given the impression t h a t promotional a c t i v i t i e s of 

i n t e r e s t t o them would have t o be reduced i n order t o accommodate expansion of 

t h e Agency's safeguards a c t i v i t i e s . 
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97. The Ph i l ipp ines bel ieved i n t h e importance of t he Agency's safeguards 

a c t i v i t i e s and was ready to ensure t h e i r continuing e f f ec t i venes s . At t he same 

t ime, i t s t rong ly bel ieved t h a t t he Agency must a lso continue t o improve i t s 

promotional a c t i v i t i e s and to ooncentra te p r imar i ly on the nuc lear fuel cyc le . 

The Agency's a c t i v i t i e s i n regard t o food and a g r i c u l t u r e , t h e l i f e sciences and 

the phys ica l sc iences had been very successful and had encouraged 13 count r ies 

i n Asia and the Pac i f i c t o co l l abo ra t e c lose ly on a t l e a s t seven p ro j ec t s i n 

t he peaceful uses of nuclear energy. The Regional Co-operat ive Agreement for 

Research, Development and Tra in ing Related t o Suclear Science and Technology 

(RCA) had not only provided an impetus t o increased a c t i v i t y i n the peaceful 

uses of nuc lea r energy but a l so enabled nuc lear s c i e n t i s t s i n t he reg ion t o 

t ranscend t h e socio-economic and p o l i t i c a l d i f ferences which occas iona l ly arose 

between t h e i r r e spec t ive c o u n t r i e s . 

98. The Agency should continue t o involve i t s e l f i n a c t i v i t i e s of i n t e r e s t to 

Member S t a t e s t h a t were not ye t i n a p o s i t i o n to a v a i l themselves of nuclear 

power. I t should a l so improve i t s t r a i n i n g programmes t o enable those coun t r i e s 

t o bene f i t from nuclear power i n t he fu ture i f and when they decided t o do so . 

99. His de lega t ion had i n the pas t expressed d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n with the increas ing 

t r end towards reducing the promotional a c t i v i t i e s of t h e Agency i n order t o 

accommodate la rge expansion of safeguards a c t i v i t i e s w i th in t h e ove ra l l budget. 

I t be l i eved t h a t , i n t he p repa ra t ion of the programme and budget , t h e primary 

concern should be the attainment of t h e Agency's o b j e c t i v e s , namely, t h e 

promotion of the peaceful uses of nuc lear energy under appropr i a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

safeguards . The necessary resources should be made a v a i l a b l e t o implement a 

programme t h a t would a t t a i n those o b j e c t i v e s . The approach to t he 1981 budget 

had been somewhat unorthodox because f i r s t t he expenditure c e i l i n g ( c o r r e s 

ponding t o zero r e a l growth) had been es tab l i shed and then t h e programme 

t a i l o r e d t o f i t t h e predetermined expenditure c e i l i n g . I f continued i n t he 

fu tu re , t h a t procedure would undoubtedly lead to increases i n safeguards 

a c t i v i t i e s a t t he expense of promotional a c t i v i t i e s . Such a development could 

c e r t a i n l y l ead t o the unhappy s i t u a t i o n of transforming t h e Agency's safeguards 

a c t i v i t i e s i n t o another North-South i s s u e . 

100. The establishment of the Committee on Assurances of Supply (CAS) by the 

Board of Governors would undoubtedly con t r ibu te t o ensuring t h e c e n t r a l r o l e 

of t he Agency in t h e twin i s sues of non-p ro l i f e ra t ion and assurances of supply. 

With t h e f a i l u r e of t h e Second Review Conference of P a r t i e s t o t he Treaty on 
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the l ibn-Prol i fera t ion of Kuclear Weapons (HPT) to agree on a f i n a l document, 

CAS had become doubly important . His de lega t ion would endeavour t o have t he 

t e n t a t i v e agreements reached during the Second KPT Review Conference confirmed 

w i th in t he framework of CAS. I t hoped t h a t t h e o the r count r ies which had 

p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t he formulation of those agreements would be w i l l i n g t o confirm 

them. 

101. The Ph i l ipp ines bel ieved t h a t CAS should help e s t a b l i s h s t a b i l i t y i n the 

conduct of i n t e r n a t i o n a l nuclear co-operat ion and t r a d e by reconfirming the 

s a n c t i t y of c o n t r a c t s and agreements. CAS should dea l with fu ture a r range

ments between supp l i e r s and consumers, and i n t h a t connection i t would have t o 

consider and formulate gu ide l ines on: (a) condi t ions for access t o supply; 

(b) procedures fo r in t roducing agreed cond i t ions ; (c) procedures for modifying 

condi t ions ; (d) back-up measures in the event of market f a i l u r e or supply 

i n t e r r u p t i o n s ; and (e) poss ib le measures t o improve the commercial aspects of 

t h e fue l market. CAS would also have t o deal with non-commercial condi t ions 

for access t o fue l and s e r v i c e s , such ass (a) safeguards required; (b) dura 

t i o n of supply commitments and safeguards; (c) condi t ions for reprocess ing , 

enrichment or o the r a l t e r a t i o n s of physical o r chemical form of suppl ied 

m a t e r i a l ; (d) t h e r o l e of t he Agency in a l l those m a t t e r s . That l i s t of sub

j e c t s was by no means exhaustive bu t , i f CAS was able t o deal with them success

f u l l y , nuclear power might be assured of more s t ab l e condi t ions i n the fu tu re , 

a t l e a s t with r e spec t t o assurances of supply and non-p ro l i f e r a t i on . I t was 

extremely important for the medium term for t h e nuclear power indus t ry t o be 

able t o make the necessary commercial arrangements wi th in agreed p o l i t i c a l 

cond i t ions . 

102. The Phi l ipp ine de lega t ion hoped t h a t a l l Member S t a t e s would exe r t maximum 

e f f o r t s t o b r ing about t h e e a r l y attainment of the ob jec t ives of CAS. I n i t s 

view t h e prospects for t he success of CAS would be s i g n i f i c a n t l y improved i f , 

a t t h e o u t s e t , p a r t i c i p a t i n g count r ies could affirm t h a t , when one p a r t y or 

t he o the r t o a b i l a t e r a l agreement wished to seek t h e r enego t i a t ion of non-

p r o l i f e r a t i o n cond i t ions , means should be devised t o achieve such r e n e g o t i a 

t i o n eopiitably, without r e s o r t t o the u n i l a t e r a l i n t e r r u p t i o n of supply or 

import, or t o t h e t h r e a t of such i n t e r r u p t i o n , and with each par ty avoiding 

to t he extent poss ib le the u n i l a t e r a l imposi t ion of add i t iona l cos t s on t he 

o the r or of new condi t ions r e t r o a c t i v e l y app l ied . I t would be use fu l i f t h e 

supp l i e r count r ies could demonstrate the importance they attached t o assurances 
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of supply by agreeing, pending the conclusion of arrangements for an i n t e r 

na t iona l nuclear fuel bank, to make ava i l ab l e , on a commercial b a s i s , an 

in ter im uranium s tockp i l e su f f i c i en t fo r one annual l i gh t -wa te r r eac to r (Uffi) 

re load of enriched uranium and one annual heavy-water r e a c t o r (HWR) re load of 

na tu r a l uranium (with s p e c i f i c arrangements and condi t ions according to which 

t h a t uranium would be made ava i l ab le to S ta t e s which were unable to secure fue l 

supplied under e x i s t i n g c o n t r a c t s for reasons of con t rac t defaul t t h a t were 

not t h e r e s u l t of a breach of t h e n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n under takings s t i p u l a t e d 

i n t he re levan t agreement) . 

103. Since t he re was a d i r e c t c o r r e l a t i o n between safeguards and assurances of 

supply, a mechanism must be provided for reviewing t h e problems involved. That 

mechanism would complement t h e annual Safeguards Implementation Report . Using 

information from Member S t a t e s , non-governmental o rgan iza t ions and commercial 

i n s t i t u t i o n s , the Di rec to r General should prepare fo r submission t o t h e Board 

and the General Conference an annual repor t covering the market i n the nuc lea r 

fuel cycle and dea l ing , among o the r t h i n g s , wi th (a) t he general market frame

work and resources s i t u a t i o n for t he sho r t , medium and long term; (b) non-

p r o l i f e r a t i o n and r e l a t e d condi t ions ; (c) f a c t o r s inf luencing the market and 

important events , d i f f i c u l t i e s and problems; and (d) t he opera t ion of formal 

and informal back-up arrangements. Such a r epo r t would s t rengthen the Agency's 

r o l e i n providing assurances of supply and r e - e s t a b l i s h t he balance between 

safeguards and assurances of supply. 

104. A concomitant of t h e Agency's expanding r o l e i n determining p o l i c i e s 

r e l a t e d t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l nuclear co-operat ion and t r a d e and of the growing 

number of countr ies u s i n g nuclear energy for economic development was t h e 

inc reas ing d e s i r e of Member S t a t e s , both developed and developing, t o have 

b e t t e r r ep re sen t a t i on on t h e Board of Governors. For t he l a s t few y e a r s , t h e 

General Conference and t h e Board had been cons ider ing , without much success , a 

proposed amendment t o A r t i c l e VI of t he S t a t u t e . The continuing s ta lemate on 

t h a t i s sue could s e r i o u s l y hamper t he e f fec t iveness of the Agency, and i t was 

t o be hoped t h a t i t would be pos s ib l e t o reso lve t h e i s sue a t an ea r ly d a t e . 

105. The Phi l ipp ine de lega t ion welcomed the agreement reached i n the Board 

concerning the es tabl ishment of mul t i -year i n d i c a t i v e planning f igures for t h e 

Agency's t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e programme. The new procedure would enable t h e 

Agency and r ec ip i en t coun t r i e s to plan t h e i r programmes more e f f e c t i v e l y . His 
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de lega t ion was concerned, however, t h a t the f igures agreed on for 1981, 1982 and 

1983 might not enable the Agency's t echn ica l ass i s tance programme to a t t a i n r e a l 

growth, e s p e c i a l l y i n view of t he present worldwide r a t e of i n f l a t i o n and the 

f l u c t u a t i o n s of cu r renc ies . In t h a t connection, he wished to draw the 

Conference's a t t e n t i o n t o the fact t h a t , desp i te the recommendation of the F i r s t 

HFT Review Conference, i n 1975t t h a t a l l " t echn ica l ly sound" reques ts for t e c h 

n i c a l a s s i s t ance should be funded, only 23$ and 34$ of such reques t s had been 

funded i n 1978 and 1979, r e s p e c t i v e l y . That should serve as a fur ther reminder 

of t h e need for p red ic tab le and assured f inancing for the Agency's t echn ica l 

a s s i s t ance programme. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 




