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GENERAL DEBATE AM) ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1978 (continued) 

1. Mr. OLIVARES BAQJE (Spain) said t he world energy c r i s i s had shown the 

importance of nuclear technology for the product ion of e l e c t r i c i t y . The Spanish 

par l iament , during i t s considera t ion of the Nat ional Energy Plan i n Ju ly 1979, had 

approved a r e so lu t ion recognizing tha t nuc lear power was indispensable and 

reques t ing the Government t o implement a nuc lea r programme corresponding t o the 

needs of the country, without neglec t ing t o t ake the s t r i c t e s t safe ty p recau t ions . 

2. According t o the approved Energy Plan, nuc lea r power would by 1990 represent 

27.1$ of t he t o t a l i n s t a l l e d e l e c t r i c power and 39.3$ of t he e l e c t r i c i t y 

produced (as against 3.7$ and 7.8$ at the present t ime) : t h a t showed the 

importance of nuclear power for future power generat ion i n Spain. Current ly , 

Spain had th ree nuc lear power p l a n t s with a t o t a l output of 1.2 GW. Seven 

add i t iona l u n i t s would be put i n t o operat ion during the next two years and a t o t a l 

of 17 should be opera t ing in 1990 (with an output of 15.55 GW)» The con t r ibu t ion 

of Spanish indus t ry t o t he construct ion of those power p l a n t s was a l so noteworthy: 

66.5$ for the f i r s t seven and 80.9$ for the remaining p l a n t s . 

3. The National Energy Plan a l so assigned grea t importance t o nuclear s a f e ty . 

I t provided for t he establishment of a nuclear sa fe ty council which would have 

var ious r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . The s t ruc tu re of t he Nuclear Energy Board was t o be 

modified: while continuing i t s t r a d i t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s in fundamental research 

and s t a f f t r a i n i n g , i t would a lso be able t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

4. The nuclear power debate had crossed a l l f r o n t i e r s and become i n t e r n a t i o n a l . 

The Spanish delegat ion wished t o s t r e s s the importance for a l l Member S t a t e s of 

f u l l implementation of the supplementary nuclear power sa fe ty programme approved 

i n June 1979 by the Board of Governors, and supported the recommendations put 

forward i n tha t connection by the Governments of B r a z i l , the Federal Republic of 

Germany and Sweden (document GC(XXIII)/INF/l86). The standards es tab l i shed by 
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the Agency could serve as a bas i s and frame of reference for na t iona l bodies and 

could even furnish an argument t o counter the objec t ions ra i sed by the opponents 

of nuclear power. The establishment within the S e c r e t a r i a t of s tanding expert 

groups t o give t echn ica l advice t o Governments i n t e r e s t e d m t h a t f i e ld would be 

extremely use fu l . 

5. The Spanish Government supported without r e s e r v a t i o n the Agency's programmes 

of ass i s tance t o developing coun t r i e s . Natura l ly , Spain co-operated most c lose ly 

with Spanish-speaking c o u n t r i e s . I n tha t connection, he wished t o mention the 

supplementary agreements concluded by Spain with Argentina, the Federal Republic 

of Germany, Venezuela and Uruguay; Spain had by now signed 16 such agreements 

a l t oge the r . The co-operat ion with Ecuador was progress ing we l l , and should r e s u l t 

i n the construct ion of a research centre with a 3-MW r e a c t o r . The co l labora t ion 

of Spain with the Chilean Atomic Energy Commission was going forward as planned. 

6. The Agency had e n t r u s t e d Spain with the t a s k of organizing an i n t e r r e g i o n a l 

t r a i n i n g course on nuc lea r power projec t planning, development and cons t ruc t ion , 

which had been held i n Madrid at the end of 1978, and an in t e r r eg iona l t r a i n i n g 

course on qua l i ty assurance, which had been held r ecen t l y , a l so in Madrid. 

Moreover, s ince the previous General Conference se s s ion , Spain had welcomed 

31 fellows of var ious n a t i o n a l i t i e s , of whom 25 were Spanish-speaking. 

7 . The Spanish Nuclear Energy Board had undertaken co-operat ion programmes with 

Colombia, Peru and Mexico for uranium ore prospec t ing and mining. I n add i t i on , 

Spain was considering with Peru and Mexico the p o s s i b i l i t y of ex t r ac t ing uranium 

during the production of phosphoric acid by a technique developed e n t i r e l y by the 

Nuclear Energy Board. I t had also a s s i s t e d var ious count r ies in the f i e l d of 

nuclear law and in the p repara t ion of nuclear sa fe ty s tandards . 

8 . In conclusion, he wished to s t r e s s t h a t as a r e s u l t of the system of r o t a t i o n 

t a c i t l y es tab l i shed wi thin the Board of Governors, Spain was a Member of t he 

Board only once every four y e a r s . That s i t u a t i o n was r e g r e t t a b l e , and Spain 

would be unable t o inc rease i t s cont r ibut ion t o the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s i n the 
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future unless i t s position on the Board corresponded to i t s position in the 

nuclear field. His delegation would consider carefully any proposal for 

modification of the Board's composition that satisfied Spain and other 

countries in the same si tuation. 

9. Mr. KORHONEN (Finland) said that nuclear power had not yet fully 
played the role expected of i t , and that at a time of rising prices and decreasing 
availabil i ty of energy sources efforts should he made to enhance that role . The 
criticisms levelled at nuclear power related to safety, waste and proliferation, 
and i t was essential to find solutions to those problems on an international 
level , in particular within the IAEA. That would callfor adequate funding of the 
Agency's activit ies and for a reappraisal of i t s programmes. 

10. In view of the experience gathered by the Agency over more than twenty years, i t 
was only natural that the international conference on nuclear energy to be convened 
in 1983 in accordance with Resolution 34/68 of the United Nations General Assembly 
should enjoy the full co-operation of the Agency, both during the preparatory work 
and during the conference i tself , and should make use of the results of the final 
plenary conference of the International Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluation (INFCE), the 
second NPT Review Conference and the second Salzburg-type conference. 

11. One of the great objectives of the foundation of the Agency had been that i t 
should become a kind of "atom bank" which would make nuclear fuel available to 
Member States. That had not come to pass, and the Agency had concentrated on 
nuclear technology. However, nuclear power had become essential to a growing 
number of Member States, and i t was appropriate to ask whether the Agency had 
been able to adapt its ' programmes to the new situation. Similarly, the new 
demands concerning, in particular, safety and waste had perhaps not received as 
much attention as was needed. In view of the rapid expansion expected of the 
Agency's ac t iv i t ies , the necessary financial and other resources must be assured. 

12. I t had become clear that more attention must be paid to nuclear safety and 

environmental protection. Finland approved of the prompt action taken by the 

Director General to strengthen the Agency's safety programme, and had lent i t s 
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full support. The fact that i t was the responsibility of national authorities 

to ensure nuclear safety must not hamper international co-operation and the 

establishment of international c r i te r ia and guidelines. In that context, i t was 

crucial that countries should develop their safety and regulatory capabilities 

in paral lel with their nuclear power programmes. 

13. The Government of Finland considered that technical assistance act ivi t ies 
should be given high pr ior i ty . The Agency should be capable of helping countries 
to implement their nuclear power programmes, i t being understood that those 
programmes must take into account the existing infrastructure and the available 
options in order to make the best possible use of resources. 

14. Apprehensions concerning the proliferation of nuclear weapons could not be 

dispersed as long as effective safeguards were not applied to a l l nuclear 

ac t iv i t ies of non-nuclear-weapon States and as long as assurances against 

diversion were insufficient. 

15. The Agency's annual report made reference to a possible increase in the 
number of States having unsafeguarded nuclear f a c i l i t i e s . That would undoubtedly 
affect efforts to promote the transfer of nuclear technology for peaceful purposes. 
As a supporter of the NPT regime, Finland, together with the other Nordic 
countries, had recently circulated a document during the General Assembly of the 
United Nations stating that the manufacture of nuclear explosives by any 
additional State would constitute a grave threat to the international community. 
In that document, the Nordic countries had also expressed the hope that no 
non-nuclear-weapon State would attempt to develop or acquire nuclear weapons. 

16. The Government of Finland was fully aware that other considerations had a 
bearing on the issues of non-proliferation. I t was clear that assurances of supply 
should be included in any agreement on nuclear co-operation and non-proliferation. 
States that had renounced nuclear weapons and accepted safeguards on the i r 
t e r r i to ry had a right to expect that the i r energy needs would not be overlooked. 
The Agency seemed to be the appropriate body for the consideration of measures 
that would faci l i ta te access to nuclear materials for States that were committed 

to the objectives of non-proliferation and had accepted the application of 
safeguards. 

17. In his delegation's view, bet ter use should be made of the Agency's expertise 

in waste management, a problem that had undoubtedly obstructed the use of nuclear 

energy in many countries. 
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18. The examination of var ious i n s t i t u t i o n a l and mul t ina t ional mechanisms was, 

in the post-INFCE per iod , one of the most important a c t i v i t i e s t o he ca r r i ed out 

within the framework of the IAEA to counter the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuc lea r weapons. 

19 . Mr. COLOMBO ( I t a l y ) said t h a t f u r the r economic growth would be 

extremely d i f f i c u l t , i f not impossible, without the ass i s tance of nuc lea r energy, 

which was the only a l t e r n a t i v e t o f o s s i l fuels and was needed by both developed 

and developing coun t r i e s . In tha t s i t u a t i o n , the e s sen t i a l ro l e of t he IAEA 

was t o promote i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion and techn ica l ass i s tance to 

developing coun t r i e s , t o contr ibute t o t he p repara t ion of codes and standards 

and to p a r t i c i p a t e in a l l ac t ion aimed a t prevent ing divers ion of nuc lear 

m a t e r i a l s . 

20. The I t a l i a n Government wished to confirm i t s commitment t o those endeavours, 

and had decided, in p a r t i c u l a r , t o con t r ibu te 260 mi l l ion l i r e t o the Agency's 

fund for t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e . I t a l so commended the In te rna t iona l Centre for 

Theoret ical Physics on i t s e f fo r t s t o promote s c i e n t i f i c progress in the 

developing coun t r i e s . 

2 1 . His de legat ion wished to s t r e s s the importance of a close examination of 

t h e Agency's p r i o r i t i e s with a view to checking the increas ingly rapid growth 

of the budget and l i m i t i n g a l l general expenditure not d i r e c t l y l inked to the 

operat ional and i n s t i t u t i o n a l programmes of the Agency. 

22. The I t a l i a n Government shared the concern of o the r countr ies a t the danger 

of p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuc lea r weapons, but remained convinced t h a t e x i s t i n g 

i n t e rna t i ona l agreements should not be departed from. There was no need to 

c rea te new types of safeguards, but t o make the bes t use of e x i s t i n g ins t ruments , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y NPT, to which more count r ies should accede. Moreover, i t was 

v i t a l tha t Ar t i c l e s IV and VI of HPT should be duly appl ied . In t h a t context , 

h i s delegat ion hoped the negot ia t ions on a complete nuclear t e s t ban and on the 

S t r a t e g i c Arms Limitat ion Treaty (SALT I I ) would soon be brought t o a con

c lus ion . Regarding A r t i c l e IV of MPT, which was c lose ly connected with t he 

app l ica t ion of Ar t i c les I , I I and I I I , t h e I t a l i a n Government was convinced 

t h a t the second NPT Review Conference would pay due a t t en t i o n t o t h a t funda

mental i s s u e . 
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23. His country had taken pa r t with g rea t i n t e r e s t in IUFCE and was s a t i s f i e d 

with the r e s u l t s obtained, which should a s s i s t i n promoting the peaceful uses 

of nuclear energy. The INFCE s tudies had shown t h a t no cycle was i d e a l from 

the point of view of non-pro l i f e ra t ion , and t h a t the s t r a t e g i e s to be adopted 

must therefore vary from country to country. I t a l y was cur ren t ly con t r ibu t ing 

t o the s tud ies concerning i n t e rna t i ona l plutonium storage and spent fuel manage

ment, but n a t u r a l l y recognized t h a t the p o l i t i c a l , l ega l and economic problems 

involved could be solved only with the a s s i s t a n c e of a l l concerned. I t a l y was 

already applying a l l the safeguards measures de r iv ing from i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

commitments, i n p a r t i c u l a r where spent fuel s torage was concerned. As t o the 

s torage of plutonium, I t a l y was prepared t o consider the outcome of t he 

a c t i v i t i e s undertaken i n t h a t f i e l d i n a s p i r i t of co-operat ion, provided t h a t 

the new mechanism was ob jec t ive , r e l i a b l e and non-discr iminatory . 

24. The I t a l i a n Government welcomed the successful conclusion of the meetings 

to consider the d r a f t i n g of a Convention on the Physical Pro tec t ion of Nuclear 

Material and hoped t h a t the scope of the Convention could eventual ly be enlarged. 

25. At home, I t a l y had produced 44CO mi l l i on kWh of nuc lear power i n 1978. At 

the end of 1977, the I t a l i a n parliament had adopted a na t iona l energy p lan , 

t he nuclear sec t ion of which provided fo r twelve new reac to r s of 1000 MW(e) 

each. Those p r o j e c t s had met with the opposi t ion of publ ic opinion, a problem 

t h a t might be reduced by improved publ ic information and educat ion. To t h a t 

end, the Rational Nuclear Energy Commission (CKEH) had proposed amendments to 

the ex i s t i ng laws, and the I t a l i a n Government had recen t ly e s t ab l i shed a 

Permanent Committee on Energy and a Special Commission on Nuclear Safe ty . 

Concerning research and development a c t i v i t i e s , the Government was cu r r en t ly 

examining a f ive -yea r p lan (198O-84) drawn up by CNEN, the ob jec t ives of which 

were t o improve p l a n t safe ty and the p ro t ec t i on of the populat ion, t o master the 

ava i lab le technology, t o continue research and development work on f a s t breeder 

reac to rs ( in close co l labora t ion with the French Commissariat a l ' e n e r g i e 

atomique), and t o continue e f fo r t s towards nuc lea r fusion. 
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26. Abroad, I t a l y was encouraging i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion in r eac to r 

safety research and was tak ing pa r t i n the m u l t i l a t e r a l co l l abora t ion on 

fas t b reeders which was focused on the construct ion of the Superph^nix power 

p l a n t . 

27. Mr. HOESS (Austr ia) congratula ted the President on h i s e l ec t i on and 

thanked the Indian Government for i t s h o s p i t a l i t y . He reminded the de lega tes 

tha t the Permanent Headquarters of the Agency in the Vienna In te rna t iona l 

Centre had been inaugurated on 23 August 1979? and expressed the hope t h a t the 

new f a c i l i t i e s would enable the Agency to work under more favourable condi t ions . 

The temporary labora tory a t the former Headquarters had been moved to the 

Austrian Research Centre in Seibersdorf, where the Austrian Government had 

constructed new bui ld ings to house t h e dosimetry laboratory and the Safeguards 

Analyt ical Laboratory. Thus, i t had been poss ib le to concentra te a l l of the 

Agency's l a b o r a t o r i e s in Austr ia on one s i t e . He thanked the Di rec to r General 

for the kind words he had addressed t o the Austrian Government, which would 

continue t o grant fu l l support to the Agency's work. 

28. He had l i s t e n e d with great i n t e r e s t to the Direc tor Genera l ' s statement, 

and he wished to s t r e s s the importance of t echn ica l a s s i s t ance , non-pro l i f e ra t ion 

and DJFCE. The Austrian Government welcomed the fact t h a t the t a r g e t for 

voluntary con t r ibu t ions had been f ixed a t US $10.5 mi l l i on . Subject to 

pa r l i a aen t a ry approval, he was able t o pledge for 1980 the amount of $71 400, 

which was $13 600 more than in 1979. 

29. The Austr ian delegat ion had noted with s a t i s f ac t i on the increase i n the 

number of S t a t e s par ty t o NFT and in t he number of safeguards agreements 

concluded by the Agency with i t s Member S t a t e s . The second NPT Review 

Conference would be meeting in Geneva i n August and September 198O. I t should 

enable a l l Members t o ou t l ine t h e i r ob jec t ives and the means of a t t a i n i n g them. 

The a r t i c l e s which deserved the most a t t e n t i o n were Ar t ic le IV and Ar t i c l e VI. 

Concerning the former, the Agency should make t ransparent the ass i s t ance 

already provided to the l e s s developed count r ies and the a reas in which such 

ass i s t ance should be expanded. In connection with Ar t ic le VI, i t would be up 

to the nuclear-weapon powers to demonstrate t h e i r commitment t o peace and 
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dStente . I t was to be hoped tha t the r e s u l t of SALT I I would be a f i r s t s tep 

i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . Closely r e l a t ed t o non-p ro l i f e r a t ion was t he ques t ion of 

the physical p r o t e c t i o n of nuclear m a t e r i a l s . As a r e su l t of a lengthy e f for t 

begun by the Agency in 1972, a convention on t h a t question had been concluded 

i n Vienna on 26 October 1979• Although i t d e a l t exclusively with the t r anspor t 

of nuclear m a t e r i a l s , t h a t convention might f a c i l i t a t e the adoption by a l l 

countr ies of common ru les applying to t he use , s torage and t r a n s p o r t of such 

m a t e r i a l s . 

30. The l a t e s t r e s u l t s of INFCE made i t e a s i e r t o understand how techniques 

developed and how they depended on each o t h e r . Those r e s u l t s would enable the 

developing coun t r i e s t o iden t i fy , on t he one hand, the areas where nuc lea r 

energy would be most useful t o them, and on the o ther , the problems e n t a i l e d 

by n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n . The evaluat ion would soon be concluded, and a conference 

would meet in February 1980 to consider t he r e s u l t s . As the D i r e c t o r General 

had suggested, the re should be some follow-up to the evalua t ion , and the Agency 

should be responsib le for i t . 

31 . Aust r ia a t tached p a r t i c u l a r importance t o the question of n u c l e a r sa fe ty . 

The Austrian Government approved of t he launching of a supplementary nuc lear 

power safety programme, and would p a r t i c i p a t e i n i t ; i t a lso welcomed the 

convening of a conference t o examine ques t ions connected with nuc l ea r safety 

in Stockholm in 1980. A ser ious mat te r d i r e c t l y r e l a t ed , i n h i s view, t o t h a t 

supplementary programme was the ques t ion of what might be ca l l ed t he " t r a n s 

f r o n t i e r a spec t s " of the peaceful uses of nuc lea r energy, 

32. At the p resen t t ime, 227 nuc lear power p l a n t s were i n opera t ion and 219 

power r e a c t o r s were under cons t ruc t ion throughout the world. Since the 

beginnings of nuc lea r energy the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had been concerned 

about the impact of i t s app l i ca t ions on s a f e ty . I t was with a view to enlarging 

the con t r ibu t ion of nuc lear energy to peace , hea l th and p r o s p e r i t y , and a lso 

t o ensuring s a f e ty , t h a t the Agency had been es tab l i shed , and i t was thus 

responsib le , i n t e r a l i a , fo r e s t a b l i s h i n g and adopting safe ty s tandards for 

the p ro t ec t i on of hea l t h and the minimization of accident r i s k s . The Agency 

had, moreover, developed various ins t ruments and formulated recommendations 



GC(X3ail)/OR.214 
page 10 

which had enabled i t s Member States to ensure maximum safety in their f ac i l i t i e s . 
Austria had always approved of the Agency1 s ac t iv i t ies and i t s efforts to increase 
safety, hut felt that the transfrontier prohlems that might he raised hy nuclear 
power plants required further examination. 

33. The supplementary nuclear power safety programme would certainly allow the 
study of a l l possible safety measures, hut such measures should not he considered 
simply on the national level, because the consequences of an accident occurring 
in one country might be fel t in other, neighbouring countries. I t was thus an 
international matter which should be considered in terms of international 
environmental law. According to the Stockholm Declaration, States must ensure 
that ac t iv i t ies within the i r jurisdiction did not cause damage to the environment 
of other States. Many different mechanisms were conceivable for regulating a l l 
the transfrontier problems that might be raised by nuclear power plants. Those 
mechanisms should be adapted to a l l possible situations and should take into 
account essential factors such as the distance between a power plant and a 
frontier, without losing sight of the general problem. Countries could 
certainly conclude bi la tera l agreements directly, but a global treatment of the 
question was also required. The Agency could draw on i t s vast experience in 
studying the appropriate mechanisms. Austria hoped that a debate would ar ise , 
that the problems which might be encountered in future years would be identified 
and that solutions would be found. I t was necessary to define terras such as 
"transfrontier" and "vicinity to borders". The study should cover aspects of 
geography, geology, hydrology, meteorology, and so on. The best method of 
establishing international collaboration should be sought; reference might be 
made for that purpose to information derived from ecological accidents in the 
past and to the evolution of international law on environmental questions. The 
Agency might prepare the conclusion of international agreements and assist 
countries which had l i t t l e experience of such matters. Bach country should 
determine how to protect not only i t s own population, but also that of other 
countries. Austria hoped that consideration would be given both to the 
interests of various countries and to those of the international community, 
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which was not possible without the co-operation of a l l concerned. In conclusion, 

his Government believed that the Agency, which had so far studied questions 

related to safety mainly on the national level, should now turn to the inter

national aspects of safety. The Director General might appoint an expert 

group to consider the matter under the supplementary nuclear power safety 

programme. The Agency was clearly the appropriate body to examine that 

problem, although i t might also be considered by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations. 

34. He approved of the Director General's efforts to strengthen the role of the 
Agency, especially by improving the dissemination of information on nuclear 
matters, and wished to congralulate him and the Secretariat on the excellent 
work performed in the course of the past year. 

35. Mr. CASTRO MADERO (Argentina) said that 1979 had been a good year for 
his country in the nuclear f ield. The national executive authority had 
approved by decree the construction of four 600-MW power stations and auxiliary 
plants which were due to enter into service between 1987 and 1997. The long-
term programme involved had made i t possible to carry out rea l i s t ic planning of 
a number of basic elements (participation by local industry, size and date of 
entry into operation of supply f ac i l i t i e s ) . I t was, moreover, consistent with 
two main aims of nuclear development in Argentina, namely to provide the country 
with the necessary infrastructure for the construction of i t s own power 
stations and to enable autonomous use to be made of i t s uranium resources in 
the national interest . After a call for tenders, followed by careful examina
tion of the offers submitted, the National Atomic Energy Commission had been 
instructed to draw up contracts for the building of a heavy-water plant and to 
form an engineering company for the construction of the third nuclear power 
plant, Atucha I I . That work should s tar t at the beginning of 1980. Atucha II 
would in fact be the f i rs t oower station for which the Agency's safety guides 
and codes and the regulations of the International Commission on Radiological 
Protection (ICRP) would be applied for the purpose of obtaining the requisite 
licences. Moreover, the Atucha I power station had had the highest load factor 
of a l l reactors over 150 MW in 1979> and work on the Embalse power station, in 
the installation of which Argentina was taking an important part, had progressed 
very considerably. 
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36. Prospecting act ivi t ies had teen continued. Argentina had 37 250 t of 
uranium in reasonably assured reserves and 15 900 t in additional reserves, at 
an estimated cost of up to US $50 per pound. The National Atomic Energy 
Commission had also been instructed to develop a policy which would enable 

a rapid determination to be made of the to t a l reserves of nuclear ores (with out
side help) and part of the new resources discovered to be exported. Uranium 
production capacity had risen to 220 t of yellow cake per year. From 1983 
onwards, the uranium requirements for Argentina's nuclear programme should be 
completely covered. 

37. Activities related to the production and application of radioisotopes 
had continued to increase by comparison with the previous year (17$ increase 

in production and 45$ r ise in the number of users) . The high level attained by 
Argentina could be explained by the fact that the National Atomic Energy Commis
sion had responsibility for the subject and maintained excellent relations with 
the other organizations involved. The Commission had continued i t s general 
activi t ies in research and development and training. 

38. The peaceful intentions of Argentina were sufficiently well established to 
make i t unnecessary for anyone to try and intervene in i t s nuclear programme 
under the pretext of preventing proliferation. Those intentions had in any 
case been proved by i t s active participation in international organizations and 

by the bi la teral agreements on co-operation signed with other countries, especially 
in Latin America. Argentina supported, for example, the act ivi t ies of the Inter-
American Nuclear Energy Commission. As a member of the Co-ordination Group of 
the Non-Aligned Movement, Argentina had offered to host the next meeting. At 
the General Assembly of the United Nations, i t had, along with other countries, 
presented a draft resolution requesting the convening of an international 
conference to examine a l l aspects of co-operation in the nuclear f ield. 

GC(XKCII)/OR.214 
page 13 

39. Argentina had increased i t s participation in the act ivi t ies of the Agency, 
motivated by the fact that the Agency's aims coincided with those of the national 
nuclear programme. At meetings of the Board, the Argentine delegation had, as 
appropriate, spared neither praise nor crit icism. I t had for example several 
times protested about the constant reduction in the funds at the Agency's 
disposal for providing technical assistance to developing countries caused by 
the restr ic t ive policies of the technically advanced countries. The Argentine 
Government had just decided to forego from 198O the assistance that i t had been 
receiving under the Agency's regular programme, since that assistance did not 
meet the real needs of the country. On the other hand, Argentina had in 1979 
greatly increased i t s own contributions in cash and in the form of fellowships. 
In 1979t i* h a l i accepted responsibility for two projects which had been requested 
by Latin American countries and which the Agency had been unable to finance. 

I t had also hosted two symposia and had provided more experts than the other 
countries of the region. 

40. Finally, the Argentine Government had decided to make a voluntary 
contribution of J94 500 to the General Fund. As i t had already pointed out in 
the Board, the Argentine delegation much regretted the fact that, despite 

i t s general increase of 9.8$ over 1979, the Regular Budget involved a reduction 
of I.156 in the funds allocated to technical assistance. Although the target for 
voluntary contributions had been raised, the reduction was aggravated by the 
accumulation of contributions paid in non-convertible currencies. 

41. Voluntary contributions should not be t ied to the condition that the beneficiary 

countries be parties to some particular t rea ty : that was a form of discrimination 

contrary to the Statute. I t was regrettable that certain Member States had 

adopted that att i tude in 1979» without any opposition from the Board. The 

Argentine delegation also deplored the fact that in February 1979 the Board 

had broken with the t radi t ion of the consensus by voting on paragraph A.l( i) 

of the Guiding Principles and General Operating Rules to Govern the Provision 

of Technical Assistance. A criterion foreign to the Statute had been introduced 

thereby , namely accession to a treaty which Argentina considered to be 

discriminatory. 
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42. Argentina firmly believed in the safeguards system. All i t s important plants 
were subject to safeguards and i t had acceded to various non-proliferation t r ea t i e s , 
including the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (the 
Tlatelolco Treaty). However, the safeguards system was a severe burden on the 
Agency's budget. Efforts should be concentrated on essential act ivi t ies and a l l 
waste should be avoided. The Director General should, in addition, draw up a 
draft safeguards agreement consistent with the text of the Tlatelolco Treaty. The 
only draft which had so far been prepared was inappropriate since i t was based on 
an NPT-type agreement. Negotiations on the question were continuing between 
Argentina and the Agency. 

43. Argentina was also concerned about the negative effect that could be produced 
by a different system of international control which might be superimposed on the 
safeguards system. I t was to be hoped, more specifically, that the Expert 
Group on International Plutonium Storage would not go outside i t s terms of 
reference. 

44. Finally, certain of the Agency's act ivi t ies had merited unstinted praise in 
1978 and 1979: they included protection of the environment, agriculture, treatment 
of foodstuffs, the physical and biological sciences, INFCE and the Nuclear Safety 
Standards (BUSS) programme. The Agency was also to be congratulated on the action 
i t had taken at the time of the Three Mile Island incident and on i t s programmes 
related to nuclear waste. Recognition should also be given to the work done by 
the Trieste International Centre for Theoretical Physics. 

45. Mr. COSTA ALONSO (Mexico) said that there was a clear need for his 
country to develop the peaceful applications of nuclear energy. Such develop
ment would of course involve a number of problems; the scientis ts would have 
to make a careful study of the safety measures to be taken and public opinion 
would have to be correctly informed so that air/ possible risks were seen in the 
proper light and humanity was not deprived of certain options as a result of 
unreasoned fear. For that reason the Agency's ac t iv i t ies were of special 
importance. 

46. Mexico held the sixth place in the world in terms of o i l reserves and was 
conscious of the responsibili t ies that involved. At the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, the President, Mr. Lopez Port i l lo, had stressed the need for a 
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world energy plan which would, among other things, rationalize the use of 
primary energy and ensure a smooth t ransi t ion to the u t i l iza t ion of new sources. 
The rich countries, the largest consumers of energy, should make maximum use of 
the new sources and leave the tradi t ional ones to others. I t was also essential 
that a l l potential reserves, t radit ional or new, and including of course nuclear 
energy, should be systematically exploited. 

47. For i t s part, Mexico intended to diversify i t s sources and to give special 
importance to nuclear energy. The necessary legal framework had already been set 
up with the formation of a number of specialized and co-ordinated organizations. 
Mexico was trying to establish the necessary infrastructure and to t r a in the 
personnel required for the implementation of an overall nuclear development 
programme because i t did not want to have recourse to importing complete nuclear 
power stations, leaving only minor instal la t ion work for national enterprises 
and largely excluding Mexican technicians from participation. 

48. Apart from the installation of the necessary power stations to satisfy the 
growing demani for electrical energy, Mexico's nuclear programme also included 
the setting up of a national reactor and fuel—cycle industry. Mexico would need 
international co-operation, but such co-operation would have to respect the plans 
and pr ior i t ies of the country without imposing conditions incompatible with i t s 
sovereignty. 

49« Mexico had never accepted any form of direct inspection by another country, 
believing that that would constitute an infringement of i t s sovereignty and 
that a l l responsibility in the matter of safeguards rested with the Agency. 

50. The peaceful intentions of Mexico could not be doubted. A party to NPT, 
Mexico was also one of the in i t ia tors of the Tlatelolco Treaty. The resources 
devoted to armaments, including nuclear weapons, should be used for the benefit 
of humanity and in particular for that of the developing countries. Mexico held 
fast by the principles of the Agency and was concerned to see that certain countries 
were trying to modify their commitments even before carrying them out. The non-
nuclear-weapon States, including Mexico, who had fulfilled their obligations under 
NPT had the right to insist that the nuclear powers carried out in turn a l l 
the obligations which they had assumed under Article IV of that Treaty. 
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51 . Mr. EBSAS (Bangladesh) congratulated t he President and the e igh t 

Vice-Pres idents , the Chairman of the Committee of t h e Whole and the o the r 

members of the General Committee on t h e i r e l e c t i o n , and thanked the Indian 

Government for i t s h o s p i t a l i t y . 

52. Bangladesh had r e c e n t l y signed HPT and had thus reaffirmed i t s commitment 

t o the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. Peace could only come through t h e 

e l imina t ion of a l l weapons, including nuclear weapons. All moves towards l i m i t i n g 

those armaments were a con t r ibu t ion t o peace. The smaller countr ies were of 

course making t h e i r con t r i bu t ion by u n i l a t e r a l a c t s such as acceding t o NPT. 

However, disarmament depended mainly on the g rea t Powers, who should slow down 

the arms race u n t i l they eventual ly ceased producing arms a l toge ther and 

destroyed t h e i r s t o c k s . 

53. The Bangladesh de l ega t ion highly appreciated the p resen ta t ion of t he 

Agency's budget for 1980. Although the t o t a l increase i n the budget over t he 

1979 f igure was 21 .6^ , t he increase in the t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance programme was 

only 11.9$ (without allowance for the r i s e i n t he cost of services and for 

i n f l a t i o n ) . Technical a s s i s t ance was being r e l ega t ed to second p lace , behind 

safeguards; the Agency did not have the means to grant a l l sound r eques t s for 

a s s i s t ance . The poores t count r ies were the re fo re hampered i n t h e i r development; 

they needed the Agency's a s s i s t ance to procure spare p a r t s since they could not 

bu i ld up stocks owing t o lack of funds. The Bangladesh delegat ion urged t h e r e 

fore t h a t the t o t a l funds a l loca ted to technical , a s s i s t ance should be r a i s e d 

t o the same leve l as those for safeguards. The Agency should also se t up a 

revolving fund of about $10 000 t o aid the developing count r ies i n cases of 

emergency and should organize seminars and symposia in those coun t r i e s . 

54. The Bangladesh de l ega t ion had noted from the annual repor t for 1978 t h a t 

the cost of nuclear energy was going to become more competi t ive. The main reason 

why the developing coun t r i e s had d i f f i c u l t i e s i n producing nuclear energy was 

tha t t he re were few small and medium s ize r e a c t o r s ava i lab le and the i n i t i a l 

investment cos ts were high and constant ly i nc rea s ing . The Agency should encourage 

supp l ie r s t o produce such r eac to r s and should t r y to persuade the var ious 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l finance organiza t ions t o provide spec ia l c r e d i t s for t h e i r 
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purchase. Bangladesh was nego t i a t ing to buy a small r e a c t o r and was g r a t e f u l 

t o t he Agency for providing a s s i s t ance in eva lua t ing the o f f e r s . I t hoped t h a t 

t h e Agency would continue i t s support and provide t r a i n i n g for t he necessary 

personnel . The developing coun t r i e s which embarked on nuclear energy programmes 

requi red help i n a l l a c t i v i t i e s connected with t he fue l cyc le . The IBPCB 

r e s u l t s would provide them with valuable information. Bangladesh s t rong ly 

supported the idea of s e t t i n g up reg iona l fue l -cyc le c e n t r e s . 

55 . Bangladesh wished t o thank the Agency for encouraging reg iona l c o l l a b o r a t i o n , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n connection with an i n d u s t r i a l p ro jec t on t he app l ica t ions of 

isotopes and r ad ia t ion under t he Regional Co-operation Agreement for Research, 

Development and Training Related t o Nuclear Science and Technology (RCA). The 

Agency should e s t a b l i s h a regional centre and a reg iona l off ice t o handle such 

p r o j e c t s , and i t could count on the support of Bangladesh for t h a t purpose. 

56. Bangladesh was committed t o the u t i l i z a t i o n of atomic energy for i t s 

na t i ona l economic development. I t had, for example, continued the cons t ruc t ion 

of var ious i n s t i t u t e s at t h e Savar Atomic Research Centre and completed t h e 

bu i ld ing dest ined for the I r r a d i a t i o n and Pest Control Research I n s t i t u t e . 

Orders had been placed for a computer a t t he Centre and for a research r e a c t o r 

intended for the I n s t i t u t e of Nuclear Technology. I n t h e f i e l d of a g r i c u l t u r a l 

research , t he I n s t i t u t e of Nuclear Agricul ture had continued t o study the 

problem of plant improvement and had obtained a number of new mutants. 

Bangladesh had a l so completed s tud i e s on zinc def ic iency in t he s o i l and t h e 

means by which i t could be overcome. I t had rece ived a s s i s t ance in t h a t p r o 

gramme from the Agency and from the Swedish I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development Authori ty 

(SIDA). Work had been s t a r t e d on the cons t ruc t ion of two new centres for t h e 

medical app l ica t ions of nuc lea r energy. Explorat ion work for uranium and 

o ther heavy metals along t h e coast was being c a r r i e d out with t he a id of t h e 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

57. Bangladesh was g ra t e fu l for t he Agency's he lp but hoped t h a t t he amount 

of t echn ica l a s s i s t ance i t received could be inc reased . I t pledged i t s support 

and was confident t h a t t h e Agency would successfu l ly carry out i t s mission. 
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58. Mr. BARABAS (Czechoslovakia) noted tha t there were a number of 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l fac tors which were cu r ren t ly of great importance for the 

Agency's a c t i v i t i e s ; they included i n p a r t i c u l a r t he SALT t a l k s , at which the 

Agency had been asked t o s t rengthen i t s safeguards system. Of equal importance 

was the Soviet i n i t i a t i v e towards disarmament and detente taken on the occasion 

of the t h i r t i e t h anniversary of the German Democratic Republic . For i t s p a r t , 

Czechoslovakia had suggested tha t i t would be useful t o adopt, p re fe rab ly under 

the auspices of the United Nations, a document which would impose on S t a t e s the 

ob l iga t ion t o un i t e t h e i r e f fo r t s towards reso lv ing the urgent problems of 

disarmament and would define s p e c i f i c p o l i t i c a l p r inc ip l e s re levant t o tha t end. 

I n t h a t context , the draf t dec la ra t ion on i n t e rna t i ona l co-operat ion for achieving 

disarmament which Czechoslovakia had presented at the t h i r t y - f o u r t h sess ion of 

the United Nations General Assembly should contr ibute t o t he aims unanimously 

agreed on at the t en th specia l sess ion of the General Assembly devoted t o 

disarmament. 

59. The Czechoslovak delegat ion f u l l y supported the safeguards a c t i v i t i e s of the 

Agency and wished t o s t r e s s the need t o increase the e f f ic iency of the e x i s t i n g 

system and to s t rengthen the non-p ro l i f e r a t ion regime. 

60. Czechoslovakia continued to give un fa i l i ng a t t e n t i o n t o m u l t i l a t e r a l 

s c i e n t i f i c and t echn ica l co-opera t ion . I t was t r y ing t o s a t i s f y i t s own energy-

needs and t o f o r e s t a l l the e f fec t s of the world c r i s i s on i t s economy, in 

p a r t i c u l a r by developing nuclear energy, though without neg lec t ing o ther 

ava i lab le resources . 

61 . Since t he l a s t sess ion of the General Conference, Czechoslovakia had put 

i n to operat ion i t s f i r s t WER-44O r e a c t o r , and a second un i t was i n the process of 

being i n s t a l l e d . The Soviet-designed equipment would enable t he f i r s t s tage of 

the nuclear energy p lan , for which an i n s t a l l e d capaci ty of 5280 MW(e) was 

foreseen, t o be achieved by 1988; the second s tage was t o be completed ir. 1995. 

Czechoslovakia had become a very important pa r tne r of the Soviet Union and the 

other CMEA countr ies i n the f ie ld of nuc lear power s t a t i o n technology and was 

among the t e n i n d u s t r i a l i z e d count r ies of the world which manufactured complex 

nuclear equipment. I t s rapid progress would not have been poss ib le without the 

ass i s tance of the Soviet Union. Czechoslovakia was planning for an i r s t a l l e d 
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nuclear capac i ty of 9280 MW(e) in 1990 and 22 000-24 000 MW(e) in the year 2000. 

I t believed t h a t nuclear energy offered a s a t i s f a c t o r y so lu t ion t o t he problem 

of supplying heat t o large c i t i e s and was planning t o construct nuc lea r power 

s t a t i ons for t he production of process heat so t h a t o i l imports could be reduced, 

Czechoslovakia would not have been in a p o s i t i o n t o undertake i t s nuc lear energy 

development programmes without the close co l l abora t ion of the Soviet Union and 

the other members of CMEA. 

62. Czechoslovakia was working in sys temat ic co-operat ion with the Agency i n 

various f i e l d s , including nuclear sa fe ty and the use of radionucl ides and ion iz ing 

r a d i a t i o n . I n 1980, the Czechoslovak Government would be organiz ing i n 

Czechoslovakia an i n t e rna t i ona l course as well as o ther t echn ica l functions 

r e l a t ed t o t h e Agency's work, and would provide f ive long-term fel lowships in higher 

educational es tab l i shments , four one-year fel lowships and supplementary f inanc ia l 

support towards t h r ee one-year fel lowships financed by UHDP. Czechoslovakia 's 

contr ibut ion t o t he Agency's t echn ica l a s s i s t ance programme would be increased 

in 1980 to 300 000 crowns. 

63. Mr. OSZTROVSZKI (Hungary) sa id t h a t the Hungarian Government would 

continue t o give cons t ruc t ive support t o a l l i n i t i a t i v e s , proposals and t a l k s 

aimed at ensuring the maintenance of peace and s e c u r i t y and at b r ing ing about 

p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y dStente throughout the world, Hungary would support t he 

proposals of the Soviet Union and the o the r s o c i a l i s t countr ies on disarmament. 

I t much welcomed the conclusion of the t a l k s leading t o the second S t r a t e g i c Arms 

Limitat ion Trea ty , r a t i f i c a t i o n of which would g r e a t l y improve the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

s i t u a t i o n . Hungary a lso welcomed the statement made on 6 October 1979 by 

Mr. Leonid Brezhnev t h a t the Soviet Union was ready to make a u n i l a t e r a l reduct ion 

in the number of t roops and the amount of m i l i t a r y equipment temporar i ly s i t u a t e d 

in the German Democratic Republic. Hungary honed t h a t the member count r ies of 

NATO would respond in a p o s i t i v e manner t o Mr. Brezhnev's p roposa l s . I n 

conjunction with the Warsaw Pact coun t r i e s , i t had nroposed to NATO t h a t a l l the 

S ta te s involved i n the European Secur i ty Conference should renounce t he f i r s t 

use of nuclear and t r a d i t i o n a l weaoons. 
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64. Hungary had supported a l l -the proposals on disarmament made at the 34"th 
session of the General Assembly of the United Nations and was gravely concerned 
to see that there were forces in the world acting against the spir i t of non-
proliferation. I t welcomed the fact that the 6th conference of the non-aligned 
countries in Havana had made an important contribution to the maintenance and 
defence of peace throughout the world. I t was strongly in favour of the 
irreversible process of pol i t ical and military detente and urged NATO to give up 
i t s plans to enlarge i t s nuclear rocket arsenal in Western Europe. 

65. Hungary had few raw materials and energy resources, and the construction of 
i t s f i r s t nuclear power station was essential for the supply of e lect r ic i ty . 

I t was planned that one third of i t s e lectr ic i ty would come from nuclear sources 
by the end of the century. Research was also being carried out with a view to 
improving methods for the ut i l izat ion of radioisotopes in industry, agriculture 
and medicine. Ever closer bonds of co-operation were being established, both 
b i l a te ra l , as with India for example, and multilateral (especially within CMBA). 
Thus, for example, a high-voltage line had been instal led in Hungary to provide 
a connection with the grids of other CMEA countries. Hungary was moreover 
involved in the construction of a nuclear power station for the production of 
e lec t r ic i ty in the USSR. A scientif ic expedition had been arranged to study 
the radioactivity of the Danube, and at the request of the Agency Hungary had 
organized a meeting of experts on the subject. 

66. Hungary continued to support the Agency's ac t iv i t ies and believed that 
questions related to the peaceful uses of nuelear energy should be examined by 
a Salzburg-type world conference held under the Agency's auspices. The 
Agency's work in the field of nuclear safety was likewise important, especially 
that concerned with the formulation and publication of standards. Hungary had 
taken an active part in the preparation of the text for the International 
Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Materials. I t welcomed the 
Agency's efforts in safeguards and i t s contribution towards the organization of 
the second NPT Review Conference. 

67. With regard to the Department of Safeguards, the Hungarian delegation 
believed that i t was essential to increase the efficiency of the inspectors' 
work so that the number of inspectors could be reduced. I t was concerned at 
the tendency of some countries to introduce various c r i te r ia so that they oould 
refuse to accept the inspectors proposed by the Agency. That practice 
militated against rational and economic use of the inspectors' time. 
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68. The Agency's technical assistance programme was of great importance and in 
that connection Hungary was providing four fellowships per year. I t benefited 
from the services of Agency experts and in turn was making available a number of 
Hungarian experts. I t welcomed the fact that the Agency was making good use of 
i t s voluntary contribution to the technical assistance fund, in particular for 
the purchase of nuclear equipment destined for medical purposes. In 1980, i t 
would make a voluntary contribution of one million for in ts . During 1979, 
Hungary had organized two meetings of experts and a course on the use of research 
reactors , 

69. In certain countries, public opinion was coming out against the use of 
nuclear power stations for the production of e lec t r ic i ty . The Agency's response 
should be to reinforce i t s public information work in an effort to right that 
s i tuat ion, 

70. In spite of certain reservations, Hungary had approved the Agency's budget 
for 1980. I t had learned with regret, however, that the Agency had presented 
supplementary estimates for 1979 and 198O, since that meant a significant r i se 
in expenditure without any programme increase. The Hungarian delegation wished 
to stress that expenditure should be covered not only by an increase in the 
budget but also by rational economies and a redistribution of the available funds. 

71. Mr. GHEZAL (Tunisia) congratulated the President on his election and 
expressed the gratitude of his delegation to the Indian Government for i t s warm 
welcome. He paid tr ibute to the work of the Director General, who had given a. 

clear and objective presentation of international energy problems and the 
ac t iv i t ies of the Agency, 

72. If the energy cr is is were to continue, as seemed l ikely, a l l countries would 
be affected and would have to turn to other sources of energy, including 
renewable sources. Nuclear energy, even i f i t did not solve a l l problems, was 
therefore a necessity. The use of nuclear energy had recently been questioned 
as a result of changes in public opinion and the Three Mile Island incident. 

The significance of that incident had, after examination, been reduced to i t s 
proper proportions. Moreover, the Agency had reacted immediately by adopting a 
supplementary safety programme. I t had also proved i t s e l f by the effective 
support i t had given to DTPCE, whose work was now pract ical ly complete, and to 
the conference on the physical protection of nuclear materials. 

73. His delegation had noted with interest that additional States had signed 

NPT, but hoped that the Treaty would not become an obstacle to the spread of 

nuclear technology for peaceful purposes. The funds al located to the safeguards 
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programme were inc reas ing too r ap id ly i n comparison with those for t e chn i ca l 

a s s i s t a n c e . The provis ion of t echn ica l a s s i s t ance was a f t e r a l l one of the two 

main a c t i v i t i e s of the Agency, and the S t a t u t e accorded i t equal importance with 

safeguards . 

74» The Tunisian Government was giving spec ia l a t t e n t i o n t o the peaceful 

app l ica t ions of nuclear energy i n the country, e s p e c i a l l y i n the f i e l d s of 

a g r i c u l t u r e , publ ic h e a l t h , standards l a b o r a t o r i e s and o i l exp lo ra t ion . The 

Tunisian plan for the development of energy up to t he year 2000 involved a growing 

r e l i a n c e on renewable sources and e s p e c i a l l y on nuclear energy, which would provide 

so lu t ions t o some of the problems pecu l i a r t o the developing c o u n t r i e s , such as 

encroachment of the d e s e r t . 

75 . The Agency should give grea te r a s s i s t ance t o the developing count r ies i n the 

f i e l d of t r a i n i n g and should arrange for t he t r a n s f e r of the technologies they 

lacked. I t could for example se t up a long-term t r a i n i n g programme on a spec ia l 

r e a c t o r for t he benef i t of s c i e n t i s t s and technic ians from the developing 

coun t r i e s . 

76. With regard t o the proposed amendment of A r t i c l e VI.A.2, the Tunisian 

delegat ion be l ieved t h a t the change conformed t o the s p i r i t of the S t a t u t e , which 

l a i d down the p r i nc ip l e of equi tab le r ep re sen t a t i on for the var ious r eg ions . 

Moreover, t he countr ies from Africa and t h e Middle East and South Asia, and 

indeed the developing countr ies as a whole, had too few na t iona ls employed by 

the Agency and were being un fa i r l y t r e a t e d . I t was time tha t t h e Agency 

remedied t h a t s i t u a t i o n . 

77 • Mr. NICDKBSCU (Romania) thanked the Indian Government for offer ing t o 

hos t the twen ty- th i rd r egu la r session of the General Conference. He requested 

the Vice-President t o congratula te Mr. Sethna on h i s e l e c t i o n . 

78. He was c e r t a i n t h a t a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s would t r y t o find ways t o ensure the 

unhindered t r a n s f e r of the nuclear t echnolog ies , mate r ia l s and equipment necessary 

for a l l c o u n t r i e s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y the developing coun t r i e s , t o p r o f i t from the 

most advanced app l i ca t ions of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. He 

r e c a l l e d the proposal made by h i s Government concerning the s e t t i n g - u p of 

de f in i t e programmes of co-opera t ion . The attempt t o e s t a b l i s h monopolies under 

the p re tex t of preventing p r o l i f e r a t i o n was unacceptable . 

GC(XXIII)/OR.214 
page 23 

79. The Pres ident of Romania, Mr. Nicolae Ceaucescu, a t tached great importance t o 

i n t e rna t i ona l peace, s e c u r i t y and co-operat ion and accordingly a lso t o t he 

organizat ions of t he United Nations family. He had s t a t e d i n h i s r e p o r t t o the 

Xl l th Congress of t he Romanian Communist Pa r t y t h a t the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic 

order should be based on the p r inc ip le s of e q u a l i t y and j u s t i c e so t h a t the l e a s t 

developed count r ies could have access t o s c i e n t i f i c and t echn ica l progress t o 

f a c i l i t a t e t h e i r economic development, and so t h a t condi t ions could thus be 

crea ted for the equ i t ab l e evolut ion of a l l regions i n the world. 

80. The Romanian Government be l ieved tha t i n 1978 the Agency had success fu l ly 

discharged i t s ob l iga t ions towards Member S t a t e s , e s p e c i a l l y through the 

provision of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance and through i t s programmes i n nuc lea r power 

and r e a c t o r s , nuc lear s a fe ty , plasma physics and con t ro l l ed nuclear fus ion, the 

appl ica t ions of i so topes and r ad ia t ions and t r a i n i n g . Even so , the Agency ought 

t o increase i t s t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance t o the developing coun t r i e s . I t should i n 

fact e s t ab l i s h a reasonable balance between the t echn ica l a s s i s t ance and safeguards 

a c t i v i t i e s , s ince t he l a t t e r derived s o l e l y from the des i re t o develop the 

appl ica t ions of nuc lea r energy for purely peaceful purposes. Romania would 

therefore be making a voluntary con t r ibu t ion t o the t echn ica l a s s i s t ance fund i n 

proport ion t o i t s r a t e of assessment. I t would a l so make ava i l ab le s i x t r a i n i n g 

fellowships of 10 months each. 

8 1 . Nuclear power was e s s e n t i a l in Romania for progress i n technology and the 

development of energy-based schemes. I t was planned t o i n s t a l l 660 MW of nuclear 

power by 1985 and 10 000 MW by the year 2000. In car ry ing out i t s nuclear power 

programme, Romania would endeavour t o co-operate as broadly as poss ib le with the 

competent i n t e r n a t i o n a l organizat ions i n an attempt t o solve the energy problems 

of mankind. 

82. Romania a t t ached grea t importance t o i t s co l l abora t ion with the Agency and 

hoped tha t the l i n k s which i t and other count r ies had with the Agency would be 

s t rengthened. I t supported the i n i t i a t i v e s taken t o ensure more equ i t ab le 

represen ta t ion of t he developing countr ies on t he various bodies i n t he Agency. 

83 . During 1979 Romania had been c lose ly involved i n the Agency's programmes. 

The Agency, for i t s p a r t , had provided considerable t echn ica l a s s i s t ance for 

Romania's nuclear power programme (supported by UHDP), for i t s heavy-ion physics 

programme, and for t he t r a i n i n g of a number of Romanian e x p e r t s . The Agency 

could be assured of Romania's continued suppor t . 

The meeting rose at 7.15 P»m. 


