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STATEMENT TO THE GHNERAL CONFERENCE BY TEE INTZRNATIONAL
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Pursuant to Rule 3 (d) of the Rules on the Consultative Status of
Non-Governmentel Organizations with the Agenc 1 s the Director General
is herewit: transmitting to ithe General Conference for information the
attached written statement by the International Confederation of Free Trade

Unionsg/.

1/ INFCIRC/14.

2/ See document GC(V)/INT/43, which gives a list of non-governmental
crganizations to wlrich the Board of Governcrs has granted consultative
status.
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STATEMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE UNIONS

1, In the intrpggqtiqn to the ennuel rerort of the Board of Governors to
thé fifth regﬁiar session of the General Conference of the Agency, the year
1961 is described as the year of cansolidationl/. The activities of the
Agency reviewed in this report confirm this definition, The policies of
the Agency arc in principle firmly cstablished end permit at the same time
enough flexibility for adjustment to unforseeable scientific, technical and

economic developments.

2. TH® Agency has even more then in the previous year, concentrated on
work concerned with the protection of human life¢ and heélth" rgsearch to
develop chemical compounds with prophylactic effects on workers exposed to
radiation, studies on the biological effects of strontium~90, plans to
oreate a central register of zll known cascs of strontium-90 contam@gﬁtiﬁu,
rescarch on the radicactive contamination of the biospherc, studiesjénigaste
disposal in soil, fresh water ond the sea, conferences on reactor aafe*ﬁ,dnd
safety problems of nuclenr ship propulsion as well as this year!s v1en§3
symposium confirming tho high radiosonsitivity of the nervous system - in
contradiction to views hcld for many ycars - arc a few highlights of this

type of work which decserves all possiblc support.

3. The International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) is also

in full agrcemont with the Agency's policy to promotc the application of
radioisotopes in medicinc, agriculturce and industry which holds such great
promises, especially for the tecohnicelly lcss-developed arocns, and welcomes
the Agency's regulatory activities in the fields of protection, safe hatdling
and safe transport of radioactive materials and of lisbility for damage

caus ed by radiations or nuclear accidoents. Howcvor we are/deeply concoerned
about the fact, that tho Agoncy had to cut down its tochnical assistance
program to two thirds of the amount originally a2llocnted for it in the budget
for 19612/, and regret this drasiic rcduction imposcd on the Agency by the
lack of funds,

1/ 6¢(v)/154, paragraph 1,
2/ See document GC(IV)/116, Chaptor III, Section C.



4, It seems particulariy tragic - &s vias also siated in the Tircetsor

General's farewell address - that so litile money shonid ©3 availabic for
werk ciming at the narrowing or wvhe sconumic and socizal gull serarating
the wezalthy minority from *he poor mejority of Tac -rorld's populavion, willc

ever grecater rescurcos are wasied on The armamenss Iraca. Cf this the

latest sories of nuclcar teets is dbutr oane mcrc depressing exemple.,

5. Looking at %he program and ovudget for 19623/ we note witk satisfectiun
the tendency to rcduce Turither the cxpenditure for geoneral wdminiatration and
to incrsese the mesns devotod to technical assisizace and other sorvices of
diroct benefit to the lember Stotes, According to thc program, a large,
part ¢f the resources at the disposal of the szcncy will go 1o activities
which descrve our full interest., Under the Regulzr Budzst, not less than
83% of the amount allocated to research contracts will te spent on research
concerning wast. disposal, radietion protection, radiobiology and the _
arplication of radioisotopes in agriculturs, hydrologzy and medicine, The

amounts allocatcd in the Operational Budget 1962 for tecarieccl assistanc

(o)

and roscarch grants surpass thce roespective provisions for the current yecor
by 49% ard 87%.

6. Ve also wolcome the 14% increasc ir the targct set for voluntary

contributions and hope that the States representved in the Board of Governors

will give an excmple of generosity at the pledging mecting,

Te It should be-borne in mind, that the budgetary priorities estatlishod
would greatly suffer, in case the Agency's request Tor veluntary contributicns

cdninissrotive

ox
Q

n)

would meet with an insuf'ficien. response, cspeci 11y os th

costs of such an intecrnation~l organization cannot te drastisally curtailed.

8. At the goncral dobate, scme disappointment wos cxpressed about the slow

developront of nucls:

o
H

DOVi2r o5 an econenicnlily conpcetitive scurce of encrgy.
But thero seems o us zlso to lie some aiventage i» the fact that for once,
rescarcn into, cnd devolerment of counter measutce cgeinst, risks involved

e

in this new scicntific and techrniczl fi

Hy

1d shcould ruizc faster progress tha

its industrizl application,

3/ se(v)/155.






