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RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 

I. SESSIONS 

Regular sessions 

Rule 1. Date of sessions 

The General Conference of (lie Inter
national Atomic E.u-rgy Agency (hereinaf
ter called "the Agency") shull meet in re
gular annual session which shall he convened 
on a date, normally within the month of 

, set by the General Conference at 
its previous regular annual session. 

Rule 2. Notification* of sessions 

The Director General shall notify all 
Members of i\\c Agency, the United Nations, 
the specialized agencies, all organizations 
enjoying a consultative status with the 
Agency and such other organization^ as the 
General Conference or the Board of Gov
ernors may from time to time decide, at 
least ninety days in advance of each regular 
session, of the opening date, place and ex
pected duration thereof. 
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Special sessions 

Rule 3. Holding of special .sessions 
The General Conference shall meet in 

such special sessions as shall be convened 
by the Director General at the request of 
the Board of Governors or of a majority of 
the Members of the Agency. 

Rule 4. Request by Members 
Any Member of the Agency may re

quest the Director Gencr&l to convene a 
special session of the General Conference. 
The Director General shall immediately in
form the other Members of ihe Agency of 
the request and enquire whether they con
cur in it. If within thirty days of the date of 
ihe communication of the Diiector Cetera! 
a majority of the Members concur in the 
request, a special session of the General 
Conference shall be convened in accordance 
with Rule 3 and Rule 5 of these Rules. 

Rule 5. Date of special sessions 
Special sessions of the General Con

ference shall ba held as soon as possible but 
not later than ninety days after the receipt 
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by the Director General c,f a request lor 
such n session from the Board of Governors, 
or of a request from a majority of the Mem
bers of the Agency, or of the concurrence of 
a majority of the Members of the Agency 
as provided in Rule 4 of these Rules, at a 
daie set by the Director General in consul
tation with the Board of Governors. 

Rule 6. Notifications of special sessions 
The Director General shall notify a!' 

Members of the Ayjenoy, the United Nations, 
the specialized agtncies, all organizations 
enjoying a consultative status with the 
Agency and such other organizations as the 
General Conference or t . e Board of Gov
ernors may from time to time decide, at 
least thirty days in advance of each special 
session, of the opening date, ph.ee and ex
pected duration thereof. 

Regular and special sessions 

Rule ,. Place of sessions 
All sessions of the General Conference 

shall take place at the Headquarters of the 
Agency unless the General Conference shall 
have determined otherwise. 
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Rule 8. Duration of .tensions 
On the recommendation of the General 

Committee, the General Confeience shall, 
at the beginning of each session, fix a closing 
date for the session. 

Rule 9. Adjournment of sessions 
The General Conference may decide 

at any session Vt adjourn temporarily and 
resume its meetings at a later date. 

II. AGENDA 

Regular sessions 

Rule 10. Circulation of reports 
liie Director General shi'll submit to 

tAl Members of t.'ie Agency, at least two 
month, before the opening date of earn re
gular sermon, the annual report of the Board 
of Governors on the affairs of the Agency 
and on any projects approved by the Agen
cy' as well as reports to be transmitted tc 
tlit United Nations or t.) any other inter
national organization in accordance with 
agreements or arrangements to be made 
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between the Agency and (a) the United 
Nations, (b) the specialized agencies and 
(e) other international organisations. 

Rule 11. Preparation of provisions! agenda 
The provisional agenda for all regular 

sessions of the General Conference shall he 
drawn up by the Director General in con
sultation with the Board of Governors and 
sent to all Members of the Agency and to 
all organizations to which notification ot the 
session has to be Sv'iit pursuant to Rule 2 of 
these Rubs, not later than ninety days in 
advance of the session. 

Rule 12. Contents of provisional agenda. 
The provisional agenda for each re

gular session shall include; 
(£•) All items the inclusion of which 

has been decided by the General Conference 
. t a previous session; 

(b) All items proposed by the Board 
of Governors; 

(c) All items proposed b\ any Member 
of the Agency, 

(d) All resolutions and all agenda items 
which the United Natious has referred or 
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proposed to the Agency and which the; 
Board of Governors submits to the General 
Conference, in accordance with the agree
ment establishing the relationship betweeu 
the Agency and the United Nations; 

(e) Election of Members to membership 
of the Board of Governors; 

(f) The annual report of the Board of 
Governors and such other reports as the 
Board of Governors may submit to the 
General Conference; 

(g) The budget of :he Agency for the 
ensuing financial year and all items pertain
ing to this budget; 

(h) A report by the Board of Gov-
e,"iiors on the audited accounts of the Agen
cy for the preceding financial year; 

(i) Any report to be submitted to the 
United Nutions requiring approval by the 
General Conference; 

(j) The opening date of the next re
gular session of the General -Conference; 

(k) All items which the Director Gen
eral, in agreement with the Board of Gov-
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ernors, deems necessary to put before tlie 
General Conference; and 

('0 Otlur items required by the Statute 
of the Agency. 

Rule 13. Supplementary items 
A Member of the Agency, the Board 

of Governors or the United Nations may, 
not later than thirty days before the date 
set for the opening of any regular session, 
request the inclusion of supplementary items 
in the agenda. Subject to Rule 2l oi those 
Rules, such items shall be placed on ft 
supplementary list which shall be sent to all 
Members of the Agency and tc all organiza
tions to which notification of the session was 
sent pursuant to Rule 2 of these Rules, not 
later than twenty days in advance of the 
session. 

Rule 14. Apprcoal of agetuln 
The provisional agenda fd' each re

gular session, and the supplementary list, 
together with the report thereon of the Gen
eral Committee, shall be submitted to the 
General Conference for approval as soon as 
possible after the opening of the session. 

11 



Rule 15. Additional Hems 
Any Hems of an important and urgent 

character, proposed by a Member, (lie Board 
of Governors or the Untied Nations, which 
have not been placed on the provision.il 
agenda pursuant to Rule 12 of these Rales 
01 on the supplementary list pursuant to 
Rule 13 of these Rules, shall be referred to 
thrt General Committee, which shall report 
promptly thereon to the General Con
ference. Subject io Rule 21 oi these Rales, 
such items may be placed on the agenda, if 
the General Conference so decides by a ma
jority of the Members present and voting. 
No additional item may be considered until 
teven days after it is placed on the agenda, 
unless the General Conference, by a two-
thirds mi 'or i tv of the Members present and 
Vjiing, decides otherwise. 

Special sessions 

Hul 16. Preparation of provisional agenda 
The provisional agenda for all special 

sessions of the General Conference shall be 
drawn up by the Director General in con
sultation with the Board of Governors and 

12 
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sent to all Members of the Agency and to 

all other organizations to which notification 

of the session has to he sent pu r suan t to 

Rule 6 of these Rules, "lot later than twenty 

days in advance of the session. 

Rule 17. Contents of prooisional agenda 

The provisional agenda for a spcHal 

session shall consist only of those items pro

posed for consideration in the request for 

the holding of the session and items p ro 

posed by the Board of Governors. 

Hul, }%. Approval of thu nficndn 

' l h e provisional agenda for each special 

session, together wi th the repor t thereon of 

the General Committee, shull be submit ted 

to the General Conference for approva l as 

soor. as possible .>fter the opening of the 

session. 

Rule 19. Additional itenu 

Any items of an impor tan t a n d urgent 

character, proposed by a Member, the Board 

of Covernors or the United Nations, which 

have not been placed on the provisional 

agenda pursuan t to Piule 17 of these Rules, 
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sliiill be referred to the General Committee, 
which shall repoTt promptly thereon to the 
General Conference. Subject to Rule 21 of 
these Rules, such items may be placed on 
the agenda, if the General Conference so 
decides, by a two-thirds majority of the 
Members present and voting. 

Regular and special sessions 

Rule 20. Explanatory memoranda 
E.\ch item proposed for inclusion in the 

Agenda, except an item proposed by the 
Board of Governors, shall be accompanied 
by an explanatory memorandum and, il 
possible, by basic documents or by a draft 
resolution. 

Jlute21. Agenda ifems requiring ninety dayr' 
adonnce consideration 

So proposal foi die amendment of the 
Statute of the Agency shall be placed on 
the agenda of any session unless certified 
copies of the text of the proposal have been 
sent by the Director General to all Members 
at least ninety days in advance of the ses
sion. 
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Rule 22. Amendment and deletion of ilemx 
Items on the agenda may be amended 

or deleted from tin- agenda of the Genera! 
Conference by a majority of (he Members 
present and vot'iig. 

III. REPRESENTATION OF MEMBERS 

Rule 23. Composition of delegations 

Eadi Member of the Agency shall be 
represented at the General Conference by 
one delegate, who may be accompanied by 
as many alternates, advisers, technical ad
visers, experts and persons of similar status 
as may be required by the delegation. 

Rule 24. Alternates 
Each delegate i;uiy designate any alter

nate in his delegation to act in his pla.ee 
during the General Conference. 

Rule 25. Representation on committees and 
other .subsidiary bodies of the General Con

ference 

Each delegate may designate any al
ternate or any adviser in his delegation to 
act for his delegation on any committee or 

15 
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other subsidiary body of the General Con
ference on which his delegation is repre
sented. 

Rule 26. Cost of attendance of delegations 
The cost of attendance at the General 

Conference of the delegation of each Mem
ber shall be borne by the Member concerned. 

IV. CREDENTIALS 

Rule 27. Submission of credentials 
The credentials of ea.2i delegate and 

the nam,K of the persons constituting the 
Member's delegation shall be submitted to 
the Director General if possible not less 
;h;.u seven days in advance of the session 
which the delegation will attend. The cre
dentials sha'l be isued either by the Head 
of State or Government or by the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Member concerned. 

Rule 28. Credentials Co.nmiitee 
A Credentials Committee of nine Mem

bers shall be appointed by the General Con
ference at the beginning of each session on 
the proposal of the presiding officer. The 
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Committee shall elect its own officers It 
shall txamii.c the credentials of all delegates 
and report thereon -without delay to the 
General Conference. 

Rule 29. Provisional admitsion to a sesaion 
Any delegate to whose admission a 

Member has made objection shall be sealed 
provisionally with 4hc same rights as other • 
delegates until the Credentials Committee 
has reported and the General Conference 
has (jiven ita decision. 

V. REPRESENTATION OF OTHER OR
GANIZATIONS AND OF STATES NOT 

MEMBERS OF TH2 AGENCY 

Rule 30. Representatives of Sinles no! 
Members of the Agency 

Representatives of States Members of 
the; United Nations or of any of the special
ized agencies which arc not Members of the 
Agency shall be invited to attend the Gen
eral Conference and may participate with
out vote on matters of direct concetti to 
them. 
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Rule 31. Representatives of the United 
Nation* and of the specialized agencies 

Representatives of the United Nalions 
and of the specialized agencies shall be en
titled to attend sessions of the General Con
ference and to participate without vote on 
matters of common interest between them 
and the Agency. 

Rule 32. Represeitatioes of other inter
governmental organizations and non

governmental organizations 
Representatives of inter-governmental 

organizations other than the United Nations 
and the specialized agencies and of non
governmental organizations, with wh'ch an 
appropriate relationship with the Agency 
lias been established in accordance with 
Article XVI of the Statute, shall be invited 
to attend session* of the General Conference. 

VI. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDEN1S 

Rule 33. Temporary President 

At the beginning of each r.ession of the 
Gene al Conference the delegate from whose 
delegation the President of the previoas ses-
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siuiv was elected or, in lite absence of that 

delegate, the Director General nhull preside 

until the General Confere'iec has elected 

a President for the session. 

Rule ~>4. Election of President and Vice-

President: 

The Generr.l Conference shall elect e. 
President and eigin Vice-PrcsHlcr.t* who 
shall hold office until the close of (lie session 
at which they arc elected. The Vice-President:, shall be elected, after the elee.ion of 
the Cha i rman (>,the two Main Committees 
of the General Conference, with due regard 
io equitr.ble geographical representation 

Rule 55. Acting President 

If the President is absent dur ing a meet
ing or any par ' thereof, he shall appo in t 
one <<[ the Vice-President: to take his place, 
wh.o. while acting as President, shall have 
the Paine powers and duties as the President . 

Rule 36. Replacement of the President 

If the P-esident is unable to perfor.ii 
bis functions, a new President shall be 
elected for the unexpi red term of office of 
the President . 

19 
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VII. SECRETARIAT 

Rule 37. Duties of the Director General 

The Director General shall act in that 
capacity at all meetings of the General Con
ference aiul of its committees and oilier 
subsidiary bodies, or he may designate a 
member of iiis staff to represent Itini at any 
such meetings. The Director General or his 
representative may at any time, with the 
approval of the presiding officer, muke oral 
or written statements to such meeting. 

Rule 58. Direction of staff 
The Director General shall provide 

and direct the staff required by the General 
Conference, its committees and other sub
sidiary bodies and shall be responsible for 
all ihc neetosary arrangements for the meet
ings of the General Conference, its com
mittees and other subsidiary bodies. 

Rule 39, Duties of the Secretarial 
Under the direction of the Director 

General, the Secretariat shall recehc, trans
late, reproduce and distribute documents- of 
the General Conference, its committees and 
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other sub.idiury bodies; prepare and circii-
lule sumiiiary records of meetings and ses
sions; interpret speeches made at Meetings; 
have custody of documents of the* General 
Conference in the archives of the Agency; 
publish the reports of the meetings of the 
General Conference; distribute all docu
ments of the General Conference to the 
Members of the Agency; and generally 'per
form all other woik which the General Con
ference, its committees or other subsidiary 
bodies may require. 

VIII. COMMITTEES OF THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE 

General Committee 

Rule 40. Ceneal Committee 

At each session the General Conference 
shall appoint u General Committee which 
shall consist of the President of the General 
Conference, who shall preside, the eight 
Vice-President:, the Cliaiuncu of the Main 
Committees and four additional members 
elerlet! by the General Conference. If the 
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President of tlic General Conference is ab
sent during a meeting of flic General Com
mittee or any part thereof, lie shall appoint 
one of the Vice-President: to preside. If any 
member of the General Committee is absent 
from a meeting of the General Committee, 
his delegation shall be represented by an
other member thereof. No two members of 
the General Committee shall be members of 
the same delegation, and it shall be. so 
constituted as to ensure its representanve 
character. 

Fide 41. Representation in the General 
Committee of bodies other than the Main 

Committees 

1 lie Chairman of the Board uf Gov
ernors and the Chairmen of committees of 
the General Conference other than the Main 
Committees may participate without vole 
in the meetings of 'the General Committee. 
The Chairman of the Board of Governors 
and the Chairman of any such committee of 
the General Conference may designate the 
Vice-Chairman of the body concerned to 
reprrs,nt him in the General Committee. 
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Rule 42. Functions of the General Committee 

(it) 1 lie General Committee shall at the 
beginning of each session of the General 
Conference consider the provisional agenda, 
together with the supplementary list, and 
shall report thereon to the General Con
ference. It shall consider requests, made 
pursuan t to Rules 15 and 19 of these Rules, 

. for the inclusion of addi t ional items and 
shall report tlnveon to ihe Genera! Con
ference, in cons 'dering mat ters relating to 
the agenda of the General Conference, the 
General Committee shall not discuss the 
substance of any item, except insofar as 
this bears upon the question whether the 
General Committee should recommend the 
inclusion of the item ,n the agenda, the 
rejection of the request for inclusion or the 
inclusion of the item in the provisional 
agenda of a future session, and what p r i 
ority should be accorded to an item the in
clusion of which lias been recommended. 

(l>) The General Committee shall pro

pose to the General Conference the alloca

tion of agenda items to committees and the 
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establishment of any additional committees 
which it considers necessary. It shall per-

r 

form the functions in respect of elections to 
the Board of Governors which are assigned 
to it pursuant to Rule 86 of these Rules. It 
shall make recommendations to the General 
Conference concerning the closing date of 
the sission. It may revise the resolutions 
adopted by the General Conference, chang
ing their form but not their substance; any 
such changes, shall be reported to the Gen
eral Conference fcr its consideration. It 
shall assist the President of the General 
Conference in conducting and co-ordinating 
the work of the General Conference. 

Rule 4'j. Participation by Members request
ing the inclusion of items in the agznda 

A Member of the Agency which has 
no representative in the General Committee 
and which has requested the inclusion of an 
item in the agenda shall be entitled to 
attend any meeting of the Genera! Com
mittee at which its request is discussed, and 
to participate, without vote, in the. discuss
ion of that item. 
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IV'niia and o the r Commit tees 

Ride 44. Creation of Committees 

The General Conference may set up 
such committees as it deems necessary for 
the performance of its functions. 

Rule 4r>. Minn Committees 

[he M a i l Comniiitees of the General 
Conference shall he: 

(a) The jPropramme, Technical and 
Budget Commit tee; and 

(h) The Administrat ive anc1 Legal Coni-
mittee. 

Rule 46. Officers and mb-committees 

Each committee of the General Con
ference shall elect its own Cha . rman <<nd 
other oiTicers. J hese officers shall be eJccied 
on the basis of equitabic '.geographical re
presentat ion, experience a.id p i r sona i com
petence. Eadi committee may set up sub
committees or other subsidiary organs, which 
shall elect their own officeis. 

Rule 47. Reference of agenda items to 

committees 

Agenda items relat ing to the same cate
gory of subjects shall be referred to tin; 
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committee or committees dealing with that 
category of subjects. Committees shall not 
introduce new items on their own initiative. 

IX. MINUTE OF SILENT PRAYER OR 
MEDITATION 

Rule 48. Invitation to nilent prayer or 
meditation 

Immediately after the opening of the 
first plenary meeting and immediately pre
ceding the closing of the final plenary meet
ing of each session of the General Con
ference, the presiding officer shall in\ii.e the 
deiega'es to observe one minute of siVnce 
dedicated to prayer or meditation. 

X. CONDUCT O F BUSINESS AT PLEN
ARY MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL 

CONFERENCE 

Rule 49. The presiding officer 
The President of the General Con

ference, or, in his absence, ihe Vice-Presid
ent appointed by him to take his place shall 
be the presiding officer of the General Con
ference. 
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Rule 50. General powers of the presiding 

officer 

In addi t ion to exercising the powers 
which are conferred upon him by these 
Rules, the presiding officer shall declare the 
opening and closing of each tueti'ig of the. 
General Conference, shall direct its d i sc i s 
sions, ensure observance of these Rules, ac
cord the rigid to speak, put ouestions and 
announce decisions. He shall rule on points 
of order and, subject to these Rules, shall 
have control of the proceedings of the Gen
eral Conference and over the maintenance 
of order at its meetings. The presiding of
ficer may propose to the General Conference 
the limitation of the time to be ali n \ e d to 
speakers, the limitation of tlu- manlier of 
times each delegate may speak <a. a n y ques
tion, the closure of the list of speakers or 
the closure of the debate. He m a y propose 
the suspension or adjournment of the meet
ing or the cdjourni.icnt of the debate on the 
i tem under discussion. The presiding officer, 
in the exercise of his functions, shall remain 
unde r the au thor i ty of the General Con
ference. 
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Rule 51. Voting 

The presiding officer shall not vote, 
hut may appoint another member of his 
delegation to vote in his place. 

Rule 52. Public and private meetings 

The meetings of the General Confer
ence, its committees and other subsidiary 
bodies shall be held in public unless the 
body concerned uccides that circumstances 
require that the meeting he he'd in private. 
All decisions of 'he General ConTere'icc 
taken ut a private meeting shall be announ
ced at an early public meeting. At the close 
of each private meeting of committees and 
other subsidiary bodies, the Chairman may 
'ssuc a communique through the Director 
General. 

Rule 53. Quotum 

A majority of the Members of the 
Agency shall constitute a quorum at a 
plenary meeting of the General Conference. 

Rule 54. S^eedies 

No delegate may address the General 
Conference without having previously ob
tained-the permission of the presiding o(-
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fieer. Subject to Rule 55 of those Hide,, the 

presiding officer .shall rai l upon speaker., in 

the order in which they sig'iify their det.irc 

to speak. The presiding officer may crd! a 

speaker to order if his remarks are no; rele

vant to the subject under discission. 

Pule 55. Precedence 

The presiding officer may ai-<\.rd p i c 

cedenee to the Cliairiunn of the Hoi rd of 

Governors and to ihe Cha i rman or the Rap

por teur of a committee or of any oilier 

subsidiary body oi" the Ger.era! Conference. 

for the purpose of expla in ing a report or 

recommendations submit ted. l i e may elso 

accord precedence to the Director General . 

Rule 56. Points < / order 

Dur ing ihe discussion of a n y matter, a 

delegate may rise to a point of order, and 

the point of order shall be immediate ly de

cided by ihe presiding officer in accordance 

v i t l i these Rules. A delegate nif y appea l 

against the rul ing of the presiding officer. 

The appea l shall be immediately pu t lo the 

vo(e and the presiding officer's rul ing shall 

s tand unless overruled by a majori ty of the 
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Members present and voting. A delegate 
rising io a point of order may not speak on 
the substance of the matter under discussion. 

Rule 57. Time-limit on speedies 
The General Conference may limit die 

lime to be allowed to each speaker and the 
number of times each delegate may speak 
on any question. When debate is limited and 
a deb-gate lias spoken his allotted time, the 
presiding officer shall call him to order 
without delay. 

Rule 58. Closing of list of speakers 
During the course of a debate the 

presiding officer may announce a list of 
speakers and, with the consent of <he Gen
eral Conicrence, declare the list closed. He 
may, however, accord ihc right of reply to 
an ,de l ega t e if a speech delivered after the 
list has been closed makes this desirable. 

Rule 59. Adjournment of debate 

During the discussion o' any matter, 
a delegate may move the adjournment of 
the debate on the item under discussion. In 
addition to the proposer of +!>e motion, two 
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delegates may speak in favour of, nnd two 
against, tiie motion, after which iiie motion 
shall he immediately pu t to the vote. 'Die 
presiding officer m a y limit the t ime to be 
allowed to speakers under this Rule. 

Rule 60. Closure of debate 

A delegate may at any time move iho 

closure of the debate on the item under dis-

cut>M0ii, whether or not a n y other delegate 

has signified his wish to speak. Permission 

to speak on the closure ot the debate shull 

be accorded only to two speakers opposing 

the closure, after which the motion shall be 

immediately put io the vote. If the Ccmvai 

Conference is in favour of the ch sure, the 

presiding officet shall declare the closure of 

the debate. The presiding officer may limit 

the time to be allowed to speakers i.r,der 

this Rule. 

Rule 61. Suspension or adjournment of 
meeting 

During Ihe discussion of any mat ter , a 
delegate may move ihe suspension or the 
adjournment of the meeting. Such motions 
shall not be debated, but shall be immedia-
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iciy p.ii to the iote. The presiding oificcr 
may limit the time to be allowed to the 
speaker moving I he suspension or adjourn
ment of the meeting. 

Ride 62. Ordf.r of procedural motions 

Subject to Rule 56 of these Rules, the 
following Motions shall hav< precedence in 
the following order over all other proposals 
or motions before the meeting,: 

(a) To suspend the meeting; 
(b) To adjourn the meeting; 
(c) To adjourn the'debate on the item 

u>idtr discussion; and 
(d) For the closure of the debase on 

the item under discussion. 

Rule 63. Proposals and amendments 
Proposals f.nu amendments sin 11 nor

mally be introduced in writing and handed 
to the Director (Jeneral who shall circulate 
copies to all delegations. As a general rule 
and subject to Rule 67 of these Rules, no 
proposal shall be discussed or put to llic 
vote unless its ivxt has been distributed to 
ail delegations not later than the day pre
ceding the meeting. The presiding officer 
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may, however, permit the discission and 

consideration of amendments , or of motions 

as io procedure, even though tlie.se ...mend-

ments or motions have not Leoi. dis t r ibuted 

or have Leon distr ibuted the same day. 

Ride 64. Decision.'; on cornj/cinice 

Subject to R u b (.'!. of those Rules, any 

motion calling for a dceisio'i on the co*npc-

t e rce of the G c i e r a l Conference to adopt a. 

proposal submitted to it si.(ill be put to ihc 

vote b( fore a vote is taken on the proposal 

in question. 

Rule 65. tVithdruroal of propositi* 

Awy proposal may be wi thd rawn by 

its proposer at any time before \o ' i i i£ upon 

it has eom.iunced. A proposal which m.s 

thus been wi thdrawn n a y be reintroduced 

by .uiy delegate. 

Rule 66. Reconsideration of proposal, and 

amendments 

When a proposal or amendment has 

been adopted or rejected, ii sliall not be 

leconsidereJ a t the same session unless the 

Genera l Conference, by a two-thirds ma

's, 
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joril\ of (lie Members present and voting, 
so decides. Permission to speak on u motion 
to reconsider shall-be accorded o n l , t o Iwo 
speakers opposing; the motion, after which 
it shall be immediately put to the vote. 

Rule 67. Proposals inooloing expenditures 
A proposal involving expenditure by 

the Agency shall not be voted upon in the 
absence of a report from the Director Gen
eral on the administrative and financial im
plications of the pioposnl and a report from 
the appropriate committee of the General 
Conference. 

XI. VOTING 

Rule 68. Voting rights 

Each Member of the Agency rhall Lave 
one vote in J.hc General Conference. 

Rule 09. Two-thirds majority 
Tii.; following decisions of the General 

Conference shall require a two-thirds ma
jority of ihe Members present and voting: 

(a) A decision on any financial ques
tion: 
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(b) A decision on a proposal for 

amendment to the Sta tu te ; 

(c) A decision, upon recommendation 

of ilic Board of Governors, to suspend any 

Member from the exercise of the privileges 

and rights of membership ; 

(d) A decision on amendments to pro

posals relat ing to mailers referred to in this 

Rule and on pa r t s of such proposals pu t to 

the vote separa te ly ; ar.d 

(p) A decision which, pursuant to Rules 

I1,, 19, ( . , a n d 1 0 , o f these Rides, requires a 

two thirds majori ty of the Members present 

and voting. 

Rule TO. Simph' majority 

Decisions of the General CVifcieace 

on o i l e r questions, including the determina

tion of addi t ional questions or categories of 

questions tc he decided by a two-thirds ma

jor i ty , shall be made by a majo.-iiy of the 

Members present and voting. 

Rule 71. Meaning of members present and 

voting 

For the purpose of these Rules, the 

phrase 'Members present and voting" shall 
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mean Members casting a valid affirmative 
or negative vote. Members who abstain from 
voting shall be considered as not voting. 

Rule 72. Method of voting 

Except in elections, the normal method 
of voting slinM be by show of hands. ^ ny 
Member may request a vote by roli-caU. 
The roll-call shall he taken in the English 
alphabetical order of the names ol Me mbers 
of the Agency entitled to vole, beginning with 
(he Member whose nunie is drawn by lot by 
the presiding officer. Eadi delegate present 
shall reply "yes" or "no" or "abstention". 
The result of the vote shall be inserted in 
the record of the meeting. 

Rule 73. Conduct during voting 

After the voting has commenced, no 
delegate shall interrupt the voting except 
on a point of order in connexion with the 
actual conduct of the voting. 

Rule 74. Explanation of vote 

The presiding officer n.ay permit Mem
bers to explain their votes, either before or 
after the voting, except when the vote is 
taken by secret ballet. The presiding officer 
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may limit the t ime to be allowed for such 
explanat ions . The presiding officer shall nor 
permit the proposer of a proposa l cr of an-
amendment tc expla in his vote on his own 
proposal or amendment . 

Rule "7. Division of proposal* and 

amendments 

A delegate m a y move that pa r t s of a 
proposal or of an amendment shall be voted 
on separately . If objection is made to the 
request for division, the motion for division 
shall be voted upon. Permission to speak 
on ill'.' motion for division sliali be given 
only to two speakers in favour and two 
speakers against. If the iv.otion for division 
is o i r r ied , those par t s of th - proposal or of 
i\tc amendment which arc subsiqueWly a p 
proved shall be pl.t to the vo t j as a whole. 
If all operat ive pe r i s of the proposal or or 
the amendment, have been rejected, the. pro
posal or the amendment shall be cons-dercd 
to have been rejected as a whole. 

Rule 76. Voting or. amendments 

(o) When an amendment to a proposal 

is moved, the amendment shall be voted on 
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first. When two or more amendments are 
moved to a proposal, the General Confer
ence shall first vote on the amendment 
deemed by the presiding officer to be furthest 
removed in substance from the original pro
posal and then on the amendment next 
furthest removed therefrom, and so on, until 
all the amendments have been put to the 
vote. Where, however, the adoption of one 
amendment necessarily implies ttie rejection 
of another amendment, the latter amend
ment shall not be put to the \ote. If one or 
more amendments aie adopted, the amended 
proposal shall then be voted upon. 

(b) A motion shall be considered an 
anicndihtnt to a proposal if it merely adds 
lo, d'.'lek-.') from or revises part of that pro
posal. 

Rule ,,. Voting o,,proposals 

If iwo or mere proposals relate to the 
same question, the General Conference shall, 
unless it decides otherwise, vote on the pro
posals in the order in which they have been 
submitted. The General Conference may, 
after each vote on a proposal, decide whether 
to vote on the next proposal. 
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Rule ,P. Equally divided votes 

If a vote is equally divided in voting 

other than elections, the proposul voted 

upon shall be considered as not adopted. 

XII. V O T I N G IN E L E C T I O N S 

Rule 79. Secret ballot 

Election of Members to the Board of 
Clovernoiri shall be by secret ballot. There 
shall be no nominations. O the r efections 
shall be by secret ballot if ten or more 
Members request or if the presiding officer 
so decides. 

Ride 80. Elections io fill one elective place 

When only one elect i \o place is to be 
filled and no candidate obtains in the first 
ballot the majori ty required, a second ballot 
shall be taken which shall be restricted to 
the two candidates who obtained the largest 
nu i rbe r of vot , s in the first ballot. If in the 
second ballot the votes a re equal ly divided, 
the pros id i rg officer shall decide between 
the candidates by drawing lots. 
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Rule 81. Election!' to fdl ttvo or more elective 
places 

When two or more elective places are 
to be filled at one time under the same con
ditions, those candidates obtaining in the 
firsi ballot the majority required shall be 
elected. Jf the number of candidutes obtain-
in,';; the majority required is less than the 
number of elective places to be filled, there 
shall be not more than two ballots ia resptc t 
of cadi elective place remaining to be filleu. 
If in the first ballot for an unfilled elective 
place no candidate obtains the majority re
quired, a second ballot shall be taken which 
shall be restricted to the two candidates 
who obtaired the largest nuir.Lor of votes 
in the first ballot for that elective place. If 
in the second ballot for that elective place 
the votes are equally divided, the presiding; 
officer shall decide between the candidates 
by drawing lots. A candidate who fails to 
be elected for any one elective place will be 
eligible for election to any other remaining 
elective place. 
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XIII. CONDUCT OF MEETINGS OF 
COMMITTEES AND OTHER SUBSIDI

N G BODIES 

Rule 82. Application of these Rules to com
mittee* and other subsidiary bodies 

Subject to any decision of (he General 
Conference and subject to these Rules, pro
cedures governing (he conduct of business 
ii,committees and other subsidiary bodies 
oi (he General Conference shall conform e.s 
far as is appropriate \o the rules governing 
tire conduct of business a( plenary meetings 
of the General Conference. 

XIV. ELECTIONS TO THE BOA'ID OF 
GOVERNORS 

Rule 85. Elections ct regular annual sessions 

The General Conference, at each i-c-
guler session shall elect as many Ivfoinbeis 
to membership on the Board of Governors 
as may be necessary to ensure that the 
Board of Governors holding office from the 
end of that session shall include ten mem
bers elected by the General Conference. 

41 



"I'lio Cei.cral Conference shall conduct such 
elections with due regard to cquwablc re
presentation on the Board os a whole of the 
Members in the following areas, so that the 
Board holding office from the end of (hat 
session shall include in the category of 
Members elected by the General Conference 
a Member from cadi of these areas, except 
North America, provided, however, that this 
exception shall -tot impose any linv.t&tion 
on the right of the General Conference to 
elect a Member from North America to 
membership on the Board of Governors: 

(a) North America; 
(b) Latin America; 
(c) Western Europe; 
(d) Eastern Europe; 
(e) Africa und the Middle East; 
(f) Souih Asm; 
(g) South-East Asia and the Pacific; 

and 
(h) The Far East. 

Rule 84. Terms of office of elected Members 

Except fot the five Members elected 
to the Board of Governors for a term of one 

42 



year by (he first regular session oT the Gen
eral Conference, Mcnibeis elected to the 
Board of Governors by the Genera l Con
ference f-hull hold office from the end of 
the regular session of the Gc.teral Con
ference at which they arc elected unt i l the 
end of the second regular session thereafter . 

Rule 85. Elected Members not vligibh / o r 

re-election 

Except for the five Members elected 
to the Board of Governors for a term of one 
, e a r by the first lepnlar annual session of 
the General Conference, no Member elected 
bv the Cu ie r a l Conference to the Board of 
Governors fo.- one term of office shall be 
e'ifti'de for re-election by the General Con-
U'lenee 10 the Board of Governors for the 
following term of office. 

Rule Hi). Determination of electing pLi^cs by 

the General Committee 

At each regular session the General 
( ommittee shall determine the number of 
i l c e t h e places which must be filled on the 
Board of Governors so as to* ensure that . 
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after the end of the session, ihe Board of 
Governors shall include ten Members elected 
by the General Conference. The General Com
mittee shalil also specify each geographic)) I 
prta in respect of -which a Member must be 
elected (o membership on the Board of Gov
ernors to ensure that, after the end of the 
session, the Board shall include a Member 
elected by the General Conference from each 
geographical area, except North America, 
specified in Rule 83 of these Rules. 

Rv.le 87. Methods of election 

At each regular session there shall be 
a separate election in aecordaree with Rule 
30 of these Rules in respect of each geo
graphical area from whim the General 
Committee has determined that a Member 
must be elected. Afier all elections in 
respect of geographical areas have taken 
place, there shall be a single ballot to elect 
Members to any other elective places re
maining vacant. If more than one such elec
tive place is to be tilled, the procedure set 
forth in Rule 81 of those Rules shall be 
followed. 
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Rule 88. Invalid votes 

Invalid votes shall include votes cast 
for Members who are ineligible for mem
bership on the Board of Governors as from 
the end of the session concerned. In the 
separate elections in respect of geographical 
areas invalid votes shall also include votes 
cast, for Members which are not in the geo
graphical area in respect of which t ie elec
tion has taken place. 

XV. LANGUAGES AND RECORDS 

RULJ 89. Official and working languages 

Chine.se, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish shall be the official languages of 
the General Conference. English, French, 
Russian and Sp.inhh shall Le the working 
languages of the General Coufciencc. 
Speeches made in any one of the working 
languages shall he intej-preted into the other 
working languages. 

Rule 90. Interpretation from other languages 

Any delegate may make a speech in a 
language o.her than the working languages 
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provided, however, that if lie docs so he 
shall himself provide for interpretation into 
o.e of the working languages. In such cases, 
interpretation into the other working lan
guages by the interpreters of the Secretariat 
may be based on the interpretation provided 
by the delegate. 

Rule 91. Languages of records and important 
documents 

Summary records of meetings shall be 
prepared in the working languages. All 
resolutions and other important documents 
jjhal) be made available in the working 
languages. 

Rule 92. Records of plenary and comriittez 
meetings 

(a) Summary records, in prcnisior.al 
form, of all plenary meetings oi the Gen
eral Conference and its committees shall be 
prepured by the Secretariat and distributed 
as- soon as possible to all Members. Each 
Member shall inform the Secretarial in writ
ing, not later than forty-eight hours after 
distribution, of any correctors it wishes to 
have made. The summary records, with such 
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corrections incorporated, shnli be disivibulcd 
p rompt ly to Mi nibcrs. 

(b) Delegates may, on special occasions, 
request that their remarks niai 'c at a plen
a ry meeting of the General Conference be 
set forili verbatim in the record. Such re
quests may be maile at any lime i>oi later 
tliun forty-eight hours after distr ibution in 
provisional form of the summary record of 
the p lenary meeting at which the remarks 
were made t i n ! shall be acco/.ipanicd Ly a 
text, in one of the working languages, of the 
remarks to which the request relates. 

Rule 93. Records nf oiher subsidiary bodies 

The records of meetings of other sub-

sidjprv bodies of trie General Conference 

">!.<. 11 be p repared in summary ,'o,-n . tildes-* 

the Gene-pi Conference decides otherwise, 

or unless the subsidiary bod} decides ' h a t 

no record shall be kept . 

Rule 94. Distribution of resolutions and 

other important documents 

The texts of all resolutions and oJhcr 

impor tan t documents shall be dis t r ibuted 

by the Secretariat as soon as possible. 
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XVT. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Rules 95. Consideration by the General 
Conference 

A recommendation of the Board of 
Governors pursuant to Article IV. B. of the 
Statute for the admission of a State to mem
bership in the Agency shall be considered 
by the General Conference at its next re
gular session. If such a recommendation is 
made during a regular session of the Gen
eral Conference, it shall be considered dur
ing that session. A Stute whose application 
for membership had been recommended by 
the Board of Governors may attend any 
meeting of the General Conference at which 
its application it; discussed, and may parti
cipate, without vote, in tlie discussion. 

Rule c/6. Applicant State not recommended 
by the Board of Governors 

On notification from the Board of 
Governors that it does not recommend an 
applicant State for membership, the Gen
eral Conference may refer the matter back 
to the Board of Governors, together with a 
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lull recoid of the discussioa in tin; General 

Conference, for further discission and re-

commei elation or report. 

Ride ''",. Fir a I budgetary contribution of a 

new Member 

A i icv Menibc. :li<\ll mak( n contribu

tion to the budget of the Agency f( r the 

year dur ing ,-. hieh it becomes a Veniber . 

The iinioniit o r sudi contribution shall be 

dc;cnui i : rd by the General Conference a t 

the session Curing which the State 's t 'ppl i -

t'v.iion fi-r membership >s approved. 

Ride 'sS. Notification of deci.no.i 

' [he l/iTccior Ccncia l slir.ll iiifon i n 

.Vbit.- a p p h i n g for membership of the de-

i.-isioii taken b .' the Gcneial Coiifcrer.ee on 

its appl icat ion. 

h'ttte '/J. Dale of i.di.iissian to membership 

U ao appl icat ion for membership it: 

the Agency is appro\c<!, the app l i can t Sta te 

shall become i- Member of the Agei.cy upon 

the date on 'vhich il deposits an i ' lsirinncut 

of arcepiei .ee of the Statute with the Gov

ernment of she United States of America. 
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XVII. AMENDMENT O F THE STATUTE 

Rule 100. Proposal of amendments 

Amendments io the Statute of the 

Agency may be proposed by any Member. 

little 101. Consideration of amendments 
No proposal for the amendment of ilie 

Statute of the Agency shell be considered 
by the General Conference unless certified 
copies of the iext of the proposed amend
ment liftAe been prepared by I he Director 
Gencrai and sent by him io all Members at 
least ninety days in advance of the session 
concerned. 

Rule 102. Approval of amendments 
The General Conf< rence shall not take 

a decision or. any ainendnieni to the Statute 
until it has considered the observations sub
mitted by the Board of Governors on such 
amendment. 

Rule. 103. Modification of amendments 
If the General Conference approves a 

substantive change or changes in a proposed 
amendment of the Statute, the revised 
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amendment shall not be finally acted upon 
by the General Conference unti l at least 
niiiei) days after certified copies of the text 
of the revised amendment have been sent 
by ilie Director Genera) to all Members of 
ilie Agency and the General Conference has 
considered ihe observations suomit tcd by 
ihe Board of Governors on such revised 
(intendment. 

XVIII . A M E N D M E N T .SUSPENSION 

A N D INTEKPKETATJON OK RULES 

Rule 104. Amendment of Rules 

These Piuies may be amended, subject 

to the provisions of the Sta tu te of the 

Agency and provided that ,'l.e General 

Conference ha., received a report on audi 

amendment from the app rop r i a t e commit

tee, by a decision of the General Conference 

taken by a majori ty of the Members present 

ami voting. 

Rule 10''. Suspension of Rules 

Any of these Rules m a y be suspended, 

.subject to the provisions of the S ta tu te of 
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tin* A;J:<M< v, >< •< iK-cisior. of t'10 C*-n;-ruE 
(. onfc ivwc uikon l>y a lwo-f{>ird,majoi i ty 
of tin- MeusIiiTS >i resent and voting. 

iff,tii' j''r>- ii'JurpretiiHort of R,i!cs 

flvi <!.'.-<...; /.Hon of tiiesc Jli.les in the 
Ta])l(,of Contents and tiie description pre 
fixed io cac'i Rule sliail ho d isregarded in 
riu- interpretat ion of these Ru'.is. 
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