THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF

ATOMS FOR PEACE

States Commemorate 50th Anniversary of Historic 1953 Initiative

Fifty years ago, US President Dwight Eisenhower called for both the international control and promotion of atomic energy “to serve the peaceful pursuits of
mankind”. His historic “Atoms for Peace” proposal to the United Nations in December 1953 led to the IAEA's creation four years later: In September 2003,
the United States and other countries at the IAEA General Conference inVienna reaffirmed support for peaceful nuclear uses and the IAEA'’s role, now

anniversary of the ‘Atoms for
Peace’speech by US President
Eisenhower, in which he artic-
ulated a vision,shared by many
world leaders, that would ena-
ble humanity to make full use of the benefit of
nuclear energy while minimizing its risk. It was
this vision that led to the establishment of the
Agency.Much has changed since that time, and
| believe it is appropriate for us to take stock
of our successes and failures—and to resolve
to take whatever actions are required, includ-
ing new ways of thinking and unconventional
approaches, to ensure that nuclear energy

remains a source of hope and prosperity for

humanity, and not a tool for self-destruction.”

IAEA Director General,
Mohamed ElBaradei

“Our cooperation with the IAEA is a real
strategic partnership to fight against pov-
erty through supporting sustainable socio-
economic development... The catalytic role
of the Agency in transferring nuclear technol-
ogies for peaceful application in Ethiopia has
enabled the country to build up appreciable
capabilities.”

Ethiopia: Mr. Mulugeta Amha, Commissioner
of the Science and Technology Commission,
who singled out peaceful nuclear
applications to combat the devastating
tsetse fly, manage water resources,

and improve cancer treatment,among other
areas.

“This year marks the 50th

“The ‘Atoms for Peace’ initiative remains as
important as ever—for the use of energy
resources and the sustainable development of

the world's people.The IAEA, through its pro-

grammes and mission, has contributed greatly
to the success of these objectives for global
security,and allowed many countries to bene-
fit from peaceful nuclear applications.”

France: Mr.Alain Bugat, General
Administrator,Atomic Energy Commission,
which produces nearly 80% of the country’s

electricity from nuclear power.

facing new challenges in a new century.

“The IAEA’s indispensable role, as the compe-
tent authority for the verification of compliance
with safeguards agreements covering the non-
proliferation of nuclear weapons, has proven
to be worthy of the trust of the international
community. At the same time, the Agency plays
an essential role in promoting the safe usage of
nuclear technology for peaceful applications in
those Member States which use that technology.
The EU and its acceding States reiterate their full
support to the Agency and their commitment
for the realization of its statutory functions.”

Italy: Mr. Roberto Antonione, Deputy Foreign
Minister, on behalf of the European Union.

“Japan is the only country to
have suffered nuclear devasta-
tion, and..firmly adheres to the
long-standing policy that we
shall not possess or produce
4 nuclear weapons, nor permit
= the introduction of such weap-
ons in Japan....This policy will not change.”
“The peaceful, appropriate use of nuclear
energy will greatly contribute to the welfare of
mankind and to social and economic develop-
ment worldwide. It will also minimize the burden
on the environment. Therefore, | believe that the
nuclear energy option is of vital importance for
mankind. Under circumstances in which chal-
lenges to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
and |AEA safeguards have surfaced, the |IAEA’s
activities to strengthen and promote the peace-
ful use of nuclear energy and non-prolifera-
tion are all the more important and notewor-
thy now.”

Japan: Mr. Hiroyuki Hosoda, Minister of State
for Science and Technology Policy.

“Guatemala has an indispensable ally on it devel-
opment path: the IAEA. Our exclusive interest
is the peaceful uses of nuclear technologies for
helping people...Thanks to national and regional
projects, Guatemalas has strengthened its insti-
tutional capabilities and human resources and
applied nuclear technologies to solve problems
of health, agriculture, industry, energy, and the
environment.”

Guatemala: Mr. Raul Arcila Serrano, Minister of
Energy and Mines.

“The world's population
crossed the 6 billion mark in
1999. Most current estimates
suggest that around 2 billion
people will be added overthe
next 30 years..virtually all in
8= the developing countries. The
core challenge for development would thus be
to ensure availability of productive work oppor-
tunities and access to basic amenities for these
people. At present there are wide disparities.
The average income in the richest countries is
now 37 times that in the poorest 20, and this
ratio has doubled in the past 40 years. Energy
within the reach of everyone could significantly
correct this situation..Only the power of the

“atom can make it happen.”

“As we commemorate the ‘Atoms for Peace’
initiative launched 50 years ago and take stock
of the achievements—which are indeed very
impressive in terms of share of nuclear electricity
in total electricity production as well as in terms
of other non-electrical applications—the barri-
ers to growth of this important technology for
the benefit of the larger part of humanity are yet
to be addressed. This is better done before it is
too late, as otherwise the threat to global climate
as well as the inequality tensions could assume
unmanageable dimensions. Clear signatures of
these threats are already visible...\We must move
towards a more peaceful and prosperous world
on the basis of plenty of energy within the reach
ofall”

India: Dr.Anil Kakodkar, Chairman,Atomic
Energy Commission of India, which marks its
50th year of atomic energy development this

year.

“During the past fifty years,
we, mankind, have obtained
electricity, which is indispensa-
ble in human life, from nuclear
technology. Now, | believe
that, for the next fifty years,
: nuclear science and tech-
nology will surely bring greater prosperity for
future generations, enhancing their quality of life.
Atoms for the Next Generations should be our
common objective of the next fifty years."

Republic of Korea: Dr.Ho Koon Park, Minister
of Science and Technology.
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“US President Eisenhower came up with a pro- -
posal to establish a special international agency to
deal with the peaceful use of atomic energy and
play an important role..it became the starting point -
for creating the IAEA.... It is necessary to note the
ever-growing role and importance of this inter
national organization in ensuring an international
regime of nuclear weapons non-proliferation, in rendering assistance
to Member States to gain the benefits of peaceful uses of the atom’s
energy, and for the safe development of nuclear power.
“We are pretty far away from the end of the Cold War period; how-
ever, many issues of peace strengthening and strategic stability are
still pending decisions. Unfortunately new risks and challenges have
emerged in addition to existing ones. Today we have to address -
the situation, when mass destruction weapons, relevant materials
and technologies can be obtained by international terrorists, as a
reality. We are convinced that both existing and new challenges can
be met through active cooperative efforts of all countries based on :
international law as well as adherence to and strengthening of the
international treaty regime.” :

Russian Federation: Mr.A.Yu. Rumyantseyv, Minister of Atomic
Energy, who noted that in 2004 the world will mark the 50th
anniversary of Russia’s first nuclear power plant at an IAEA
international conference in Obninsk.

“The Atoms for Peace intiative established the principles that all
nations must work to stem nuclear proliferation and that all respon-
sible nations should enjoy the peaceful benefits of nuclear powerand :
technology under sound non-proliferation conditions. Since 1957,the !
IAEA has been the center of international efforts to turn these prin-
ciples into practice. Though the world has changed, and the roles of
IAEA Member States have changed with it, the ideas of non-prolifera-
tion and peaceful nuclear power remain unchanged.
“The work of preventing nuclear proliferation has taken on a sense
of great urgency. Today, as some States are seeking to acquire nuclear
weapons, we must uphold our great responsibility to ensure full com-
pliance with the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty. With cooperation
and strong leadership, we can combat the threat of nuclear prolif-
eration and advance safety and security for people throughout the
world” 5

US President George Bush, in a message to the General :
Conference delivered by US Secretary of Energy Spencer :
Abraham. !

J| “With 50 years of experience and continuous tech-
il nological improvement, nuclear power has been
acknowledged as a clean, safe,and economic energy
source, and has been playing an important role in
the energy mix around the world. China, oo, is wit- -
| nessing stable development of nuclear power.to
meet the demands on power in the process of eco-
nomic development up to 2020....
“China,as a developing country,has gained much technological assist-
ance from the Agency in nuclear power; safety, and nuclear applica-
tions. Such assistance positively promoted the country's rapid devel-
opment of nuclear power and technology..\We are convinced that the
Agency will yield greater achievements through joint efforts, as long
as it follows the principles of the Statute and keeps balanced devel-
opment of its two objectives, the promotion of peaceful nuclear uses
and prevention of nuclear weapons proliferation.” 5

China: Mr. Zhang Huazhu, Chairman, Atomic Energy Authority,
China, who noted that 2004 will mark the 20th anniversary of
China’s membership of the IAEA. !

US Presents IAEA with Bust of
President Eisenhower in Commemoration of
50" Anniversary of “Atoms for Peace”

o~

In commemoration of the 50" Anniversary of Atoms for Peace
and in celebration of President Eisenhower's vision, |AEA
Director General Mohammed ElBaradei accepted, on behalf of
the Agency, a bronze bust of President Eisenhower presented by
the Permanent Representative of the United States, Ambassador
Kenneth Brill as a gift of the people of the United States. Mr. Jim
Brothers, a sculptor who has commemorated many monumental
figures in bronze, carved the President’s likeness.

Ambassador Brill, in his opening comments at the ceremony,
said “...President Eisenhower proposed not only a radical new
direction for the use of nuclear technology, but also a critical role for
a new international organization committed to the goal of nuclear
non-proliferation...President Eisenhower, a man who came to the
Presidency as a war hero, posited a future where the unbridled
pursuit of military power was transplanted by dreams of peace.”

In his remarks at the ceremony, Director General ElBaradei said,
“"As we celebrate the 50" anniversary of ‘Atoms for Peace, it is
appropriate here at the Agency - the ‘brainchild’ of Eisenhower and
the global centre for turning this vision into reality—to rededicate
ourselves to exert every effort to achieve (Eisenhower’s) plan of
action. Eisenhower understood the complexity of the task: ‘In this

quest, we must not lack patience’.

Director General ElBaradei concluded by echoing those famous
words:“We still have much work to do.We must not lack patience
and we must not lose faith.”

For Director General Mohamed ElBaradei's complete statement
on the occasion of the dedication of President Eisenhower's
bust, please visit: www.aea.org/NewsCenter/Statements/2003/
ebsp2003n027.html
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