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Radioactive Sources
Inadequate Control of World's Radioactive Sources
Stiorvj»! 'Cradie-lo-Gra.e' Securit, Ne*d*ü IAEA sa,s

Vienna ; 5 June 2002 - Th* radioactnr* mattnais w » i J to tutW a"<Hrty
bomb" can b« found m almost any counlry in th» world, and mot* than 100
countriei may hart inadequate control and monrlormg ptogranis
necessary to pi««ent o< even delect the «vtffi of m« t * materials the
intematonai Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) says *i a : 'gss r i ' °a^e rssued
today

The IAEA points out that ***** ra-loactw* sourc*s number in the millions
only a smaH percentage nave «nougn strength to cause senous
radiologic ai fa rm n is Vt*se powerful sources Viat need to D* focused on
31 a pnoiitr

Arcurio P ^ iAonu rauiddcfR'e so^KCes ha^e bee^ î ndeiy used •OΓ decades
to b*n*flt humankind - to diagnose and treat illness** to monrto oil
««Us and wai*i a<iui(*(S to irradiate rood to «liminat* microbes and lor
many otr>«r u t * s The IAEA has identified radioactive souicts used in
industrianad>og»aph-( radiotherapy mdusttiai'dadiatots andthermo-
eliclfic generators as ihose mat are the most sicjnfflcanttiom a salet» and
(«curitr standpoint because the> contain laig* amounts of radioactive
material - such as cobatt-eo. strontiunv&O caesiurrvi37 and indium-

"vVnati5 needed it cradte-to-araveconfrol o(powerful radioacb«« sources
to protect them against terroiism or ftefl' says IAEA Dcector Oener3l
Mohamed ÉtBatad*! 'One or our priorities it to assist States in treating
ana strengthening national regulatory infrastructures to ensure thai t ie J *
radioactive souices ace appropriately regulated and adequately seemed
ataUfemts'Mr EtBara4eipomtsoutih3t*nil« a number ol countnes
Mitch h i v t regulatory systems m place are urgentty stepping up security
m e n u * * * niany tounfiies lack th« resources cr tn* national structurts lo
•fl«ctwtty control radioactrve sources

'Oiphtntf radioattive sources • a term ublc«d by nuclear i»gutalors to
denott lacboactne souicts Bui are outside oficial regulatory control - are
a *>de$pie3d phenomenon m the Iteivt) mnependeni states ' . («SÍ of me
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