


HELLO THERE! AUTHOR HERE. PLEASE READ
FROM RIGHT TO LEFT~ THANK YOU SO MUCH!




I'VE NOTICED
SOMETHING-NO ONE
REALLY TALKS ABOUT

NUCLEAR ENERGY.
MAYBE IT'S BECAUSE
WE KNOW <0 LITTLE

ABOUT IT,

OR MAYBE IT'S BECAUSE

OF ITS DARK PAST. WHEN

PEOPLE HEAR “NUCLEAR,”
THEY THINK OF
DESTRUCTION-

s
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WE'RE LOOKING AT IT
THE WRONG WAY?

EVERY DAY, |
WOKE UP
BEFORE SLUIN

RISE, RUSH
TO THE
JEEPNEY
TERMINAL-

I'M STEPHEN,
A FIRST YEAR
COLLEGE
STUDENT
FROM
THE
PHILIPPINES.

THE AR 1S
THICK WITH
THE SCENT OF

EXHAUST FUMES G

A MIXTURE
OF DIESEL
AND SWEAT

I |

I TRY NOT TO
BREATHE TOO
DEEPLY, BUT
IT'S IMPOSSIBLE
TO ESCAPE IT.

Ll

AND SQUEEZE
MYSELF INTO
A CAN OF

TO GET TO MY
UNIVERSITY.




THE WORD 'MANONG' IS LISED TL‘{ RESPECTFLLLY ADDRESS AN OLDER MAN.

Manong,
How much is
it at BaclX-

XXX only?

ON THE OTHER
HAND, MODERN
HOWEVER, THE JEEPNEYS, WHICH
- - 1 FARE IS SLIGHTLY RESEMBLE MINI
’ | HIGHER THAN THAT \ -BUSES, SERVE
” OF TRADITIONAL COMMUTERS
— T JEEPNEYS. Where? Oh! BETTER BY
f BacIXXXX? 16 OFFERING AIR
for Stu- CONDITIONING.
dents!
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DIFFERENT FONTS MEAN THEY'RE SPEAKING A DIFFERENT LANGUAGE (TAGALOG).
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WELL, THESE STRUGGLES CAN BE COMPARED

TO THE SAME ISSUES SURROUNDING THE USE
OF NUCLEAR AND FOSSIL ENERGY IN POWERING \
OUR WORLD. ¢
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NOW, YOU MAY BE WONDERING WHY
I'M SUDPENLY TALKING ABOUT MY
STRUGGLES AS A COMMUTER.

MY GRAND-
FATHER MENTIO- I REMEMBER
NED HIRO- THE FIRST TIME

SHIMA WHEN T /%
ASKED ABOUT Tl
HE TOLD ME HOW

THE DISASTER

you never REALLY CALUGHT
run out of MY ATTENTION.

stories.

Haha, | )NUCLEAR ENERGY

WIPED OUT
ENTIRE TOWNS, Good thing
HOW RADIATION you approached

me, and | have

a lot of stories
to share with

you.

SPREAD, MAKING
PLACES UNSAFE
FOR YEARS.

'-__ﬁ;“'.‘:" ”

I DIDN'T KNOW MUCH ABOUT IT AT THE TIME,
BUT HIS WORDS STUCK WITH ME. THAT NIGHT,
I DECIDED TO WATCH A DOCUMENTARY ABOUIT (W i~

NUCLEAR DISASTERS, AS WELL AS THE POTENTIAL §
POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF NUCLEAR

POWER ON OUR WORLD.




I KNOW THAT IT’S EASY TO POINT
FINGERS AND BLAME FOSSIL FLELS
FOR THE CLIMATE CRISIS.

IT'S EASY TO SAY
THAT NUCLEAR POWER
IS TOO DANGEROUS,
THAT WE SHOLUILD STICK
TO THE “SAFE! OPTIONS
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BUT... WHAT IF THEY’RE NOT ENOUGH? THE WORLD IS RUNNING OUT
OF TIME, AND THE WAY WE POWER OUR CITIES, OUR VEHICLES,
OUR LIVES—IT'S ALL A PART OF THE PROBLEM. THE MORE I THINK

ABOUT IT, THE MORE I REALIZE THAT MAYBE WE'RE NOT GIVING
NUCLEAR ENERGY A FAIR CHANCE.




ONE DAY, T HAD A CHANCE
TO SIT DOWN WITH MY SCIENCE
INSTRUCTOR AFTER CLASS. 1
ASKED HIM ABOUT NUCLEAR
ENERGY, AND HE DIDN'T

WHAT IF THERE'S
A WAY TO MAKE
IT SAFER? WHAT
IF WE COULD USE
NUCLEAR ENERGY
RESPONSIBLY TO
POWER THESE
MODERN JEEPNEYS?
WHAT IF WE DIDN'T
HAVE TO CHOOSE
BETWEEN CON-
VENIENCE AND
THE ENVIRONMENT?

HESITATE TO SHARE WHAT

HE KNEW.

HE TOLD ME THAT NUCLEAR
ENERGY, WHEN USED
PROPERLY, COULD BE ONE
OF THE CLEANEST, MOST
EFFICIENT ENERGY SOURCES
WE HAVE. UNLIKE FOSSIL
FUELS, IT DOESN'T POLLUTE
THE AIR. UNLIKE SOLAR AND
WIND, | IT DOESN'T

DEP- O\ \ /7 - END ON THE
wea- \\ (/78 THER OR
IS
BL

But isn't

that risk LOCA-
too great? A RELIA
After every-
thing that

happened
in Chernobyl

and Fuku-
shima¥?
B

BUT THE PROBLEM? THE PUBLIC
FEAR. THE STIGMA. THE DISASTERS
THAT SCARRED US.

.

N\ TION. IT'S

: LONG-
TERM SOLUTION) / {
K\ \

[t's true that we
have to be cautious.
But we also have to
recognize the potential.
We live in a world
where the cost of
inaction is higher
than the risk
of change.

that's..
(thats true




BUT T KNOW THIS—IF WE KEEP
IGNORING THE CONVERSATION,
WE'RE NEVER GOING TO FIND IT.
FOsSIL FLIEL% 'é-lﬁ\g? THEIR HOLD

I'M STILL NOT SURE IF
NUCLEAR ENERGY 1S

THE ANSWER.
1
MAYBE THE JUST LIKE THESE OLD JEEPNEYS
FUTURE ISN'T THAT ARE CHOKING THE AIR EVERY
AS BLACK- A DAY. WE CAN'T JUST KEEP DRIVING
AND-WHITE f ks i AROUND IN CIRCLES, WAITING FOR A
AS WE THINK. AN DISASTER TO HAPPEN.
MAYBE IT'S |
GRAY, JusT
LIKE THE AIR
I BREATHE
EVERY MOR-
NING ON MY
WAY TO
SCHOOL.

|

BUT I HAVE TO ASK MYSELF: ARE WE READY
TO STOP BEING AFRAID? ARE WE READY TO
LOOK AT NUCLEAR ENERGY, NOT AS A WEAPON,
BUT AS A TOOL FOR PROGRESS? MAYEE IT'S TIME
TO RETHINK WHAT'S TRULY DANGEROUS.
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WE FEAR THE SPARK BECAUSE WE'VE SEEN
WHAT ONE SIDE CAN DO. BUT MAYEBE IT'S

TIME WE LOOKED AT THE OTHER SIDE-THE
SIDE THAT CAN POWER, NOT DESTROY.
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VID YOU KNOW?

TRADITIONAL JEEPNEYS ARE CHEAPER
THAN MODERN JEEPNEYS, JUST LIKE FOSSIL
FUELS ARE CHEAPER THAN NUCLEAR ENERGY.




MOST TRADITIONAL JEEPNEYS USE SECOND-HAND ENGINES FROM JAPAN,
WHICH MAKES THEM MORE AFFORDABLE, BUT THEY PRODUCE A LOT OF
SMOKE AND POLLUTION. MODERN JEEPNEYS, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARE
BRAND NEW, COST MILLIONS OF PESOS, BUT ARE SAFER, CLEANER, AND

MORE COMFORTABLE FOR PASSENGERS.

TRADITIONAL JEEPNEYS IN THE PHILIPPINES USUALLY
HAVE SECOND-HAND OR SURPLLUS DIESEL ENGINES,
OFTEN IMPORTED FROM JAPAN. THESE ENGINES
TYPICALLY COME FROM DECOMMISSIONED TRUCKS
OR VANS AND ARE REPURPOSED TO POWER THE
LOCALLY ASSEMBLED JEEPNEY BODIES.

| THIS 1S SIMILAR TO ENERGY SOURCES. FOSSIL FUELS LIKE COAL AND
GAS ARE CHEAPER AND WIDELY USED, BUT THEY CAUSE AIR
POLLUTION AND HARM THE ENVIRONMENT. NUCLEAR ENERGY IS
MORE EXPENSIVE TO BUILD AT FIRST, BUT IT'S MUCH CLEANER
AND DOESN'T POLLUTE THE AIR.

IT DOESN'T
POLLUTE THE AIR,
BUT IT DOES NEED
TO BE STORED SAFELY
FOR THOUSANDS OF
YEARS. THAT KIND
OF RESPONSIBILITY
MAKES FOSSIL FUELS
LIKE COAL AND GAS
SEEM EASIER TO DEAL
WITH, EVEN IF THEY'RE

ACTUALLY WORSE
FOR THE '
ENVIRONMENT. i
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YOU SEE,
MANY IN THE
PRIVATE SECTOR
ARE STILL HESITANT
ABOUT NUCLEAR
ENERGY. EVEN
THOUGH IT’S CLEAN
AND EFFICIENT, PAST
ACCIDENTS HAVE LEFT
A STRONG SENSE OF
FEAR... AND THEN
THERE'S THE ISSUE
OF NUCLEAR
WASTE-
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S0 EVEN THOUGH TRADITIONAL JEEPNEYS AND FOSSIL FUELS ARE CHEA-
PER, THEY COME WITH HIDDEN COSTS—LIKE POLLUTION AND HEALTH
RISKS. MEANWHILE, MODERN JEEPNEYS AND NUCLEAR ENERGY MAY COST
MORE AT THE START, BUT THEY'RE BETTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
AND OUR FUTURE.




IN THE END,
NO ENERGY SOURCE
IS PERFECT. BUT IF
WE TRLULY WANT A
CLEANER AND MORE
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE,
WE NEED TO LOOK BE-
YOND OUR FEARS AND
FOCUS ON FACTS. NUCLEAR
ENERGY MAY HAVE ITS
CHALLENGES, BUT IT
ALSO HOLDS A LOT OF
POTENTIAL-IF WE'RE
WILLING TO LINDER-
STAND IT
BETTER.




