
 

 

 

European Union 

EU Statement at  
General Debate 

 
66th session of the General Conference 

International Atomic Energy 
 

Vienna, 26 September 2022 
 

 
 

Mr. President, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The 

following countries align themselves with this statement: North 

Macedonia, Montenegro*, Albania*, Ukraine*, the Republic of 

Moldova*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Georgia, Iceland+ and San 

Marino. 

Let me congratulate you, Mr. President, on your election and thank the 

IAEA Director General and the Secretariat for their excellent work over 

the past year.  

The European Union attaches great importance to the IAEA’s 

technical, independent and impartial work across its mandate.  

We are meeting in unprecedented circumstances. The European 

Union condemns, in the strongest possible terms, the Russian 

Federation’s unprovoked and unjustified aggression against Ukraine 

which is a gross violation of international law, notably the UN Charter, 

and severely undermines European and global security and stability.  

Russia’s actions pose serious and direct threats to nuclear safety and 

security and the Agency’s safeguards verification activities in Ukraine, 

as highlighted in the Board resolutions adopted in March and 

September. We are deeply concerned that each of the seven 

                                                 
 Candidate Countries North Macedonia, Montenegro, Albania, as well as potential Candidate Country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be 

part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
+ Iceland is a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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indispensable pillars outlined by the IAEA Director General, has been 

compromised as a result of the Russian aggression. As stated by the 

Director General, a nuclear accident must not be added to the tragedy 

of this war.  

The EU strongly supports the Agency’s work to assist Ukraine, notably 

the IAEA Support and Assistance Mission to Zaporizhzhia (ISAMZ) 

and the Agency’s continued presence at the facility. We also support 

the Director General’s proposal to establish a nuclear safety and 

security protection zone around the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant 

(ZNPP), the modalities of which would still need to be agreed. We 

emphasize there is only one sustainable solution: The Russian 

Federation must stop its illegal war of aggression against Ukraine, 

unconditionally withdraw all its armed forces and military equipment 

from the entire territory of Ukraine, notably from the ZNPP, and fully 

respect Ukraine’s territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence 

within its internationally recognised borders. 

The EU reaffirms its resolute commitment to and continued support for 

the full and effective implementation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan 

of Action (JCPOA). The EU is increasingly concerned at Iran’s 

continued actions inconsistent with the JCPOA and with severe, and in 

the case of R&D activities, irreversible proliferation implications. Some 

of these actions do not have any plausible civilian justification. The EU 

strongly urges Iran to return without delay to full JCPOA 

implementation, including all transparency measures. The EU supports 

the intensive diplomatic efforts within the JCPOA Joint Commission 

and the contacts of the EU High Representative as JCPOA Coordinator 

with all relevant partners to achieve a return to the JCPOA by the 

United States and the resumption of full implementation of all JCPOA 

commitments by the United States and Iran. The EU Member States 

regret that Iran has chosen not to seize the diplomatic opportunity and 

call on Iran to accept it so that the JCPOA would be fully restored. We 

wish to underscore that the JCPOA negotiation is separate from Iran’s 

legally binding obligations under the NPT, which are essential to the 

global non-proliferation regime. The EU urges Iran to cooperate in full 
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with the IAEA without any further delay or conditionality to resolve all 

pending safeguards issues, in accordance with its legally binding 

obligations under its NPT Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement. 

The EU condemns the DPRK’s continued engagement in nuclear and 

ballistic missile activities which are a matter of grave concern. It is 

highly regrettable that the DPRK has not taken concrete, verified action 

towards denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. We urge the DPRK 

to comply with its obligations under multiple UN Security Council 

Resolutions, to refrain from nuclear tests and ballistic missile launches, 

and to engage in a meaningful dialogue with all relevant parties to build 

a basis for sustainable peace and security. We also urge the DPRK to 

return to negotiations and take immediate and concrete steps towards 

abandoning all nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles and related 

programmes in a complete, verifiable and irreversible manner. 

Mr. President, 

The EU regrets that the 10th Review Conference of the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) could not achieve consensus on a final 

outcome document because of the Russian Federation blocking 

consensus. We will spare no efforts to continue promoting the full and 

effective implementation of the NPT as well as its universalisation, and 

will build upon the substantial discussions held tirelessly over the 

course of the 10th Review Conference to prepare for the new review 

cycle. The NPT remains the cornerstone of the global nuclear non-

proliferation regime, the essential foundation for the pursuit of nuclear 

disarmament in accordance with Article VI of the NPT and an important 

element in the development of nuclear energy applications for peaceful 

purposes in accordance with Article IV of the NPT. Its legally binding 

obligations and past commitments remain valid. The EU reaffirms its 

full support for the establishment of a zone free of nuclear and all other 

weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems in the Middle 

East, as agreed at the 1995 NPT Review Conference. The EU also 

affirms its full support for the decision to establish a working group to 

strengthen the review cycle. 
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The EU supports the strengthening of the IAEA safeguards system and 

remains of the view that Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements, 

together with the Additional Protocol, constitute the current verification 

standard under the NPT. We call for their universalisation without 

delay. The EU also urges all States, which have not yet done so, to 

amend their Small Quantities Protocols or apply the Comprehensive 

Safeguards Agreement in full, especially those States that are already 

building a nuclear power plant or a research reactor.  

The EU and its Member States attach utmost importance to nuclear 

safety, and its continuous improvement. Over the past decades, we 

have established and further developed an advanced, legally-binding 

nuclear safety framework applicable in all EU Member States. We also 

provide financial and human resources to help improve nuclear safety 

in countries outside the EU, including through the European Instrument 

for International Nuclear Safety Cooperation (INSC), with a budget of 

€300 million.  

Furthermore, the EU stresses the need to continue strengthening 

nuclear security worldwide in order to prevent nuclear terrorism and 

facilitate peaceful uses of nuclear technology. We encourage all 

Member States to promote a strong nuclear safety and security culture 

and continuously implement the highest possible nuclear safety and 

radiation protection standards. We recognise the IAEA’s central role in 

facilitating international cooperation and providing technical assistance 

to Member States.  

We reaffirm our strong political commitment to international nuclear 

safety and security conventions,1 support their implementation and call 

upon all States to join them. We stress the need to consider new 

legally-binding international rules specifically prohibiting armed attacks 

against any nuclear installation devoted to peaceful purposes. 

 

 

                                                 
1 Such as the Convention on Nuclear Security (CNS), the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel and Radioactive Waste 
Management (JC), and the Amended Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (A/CPPNM and the International 
Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (ICSANT) 
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Mr. President, 

The EU and its Member States reaffirm their longstanding commitment 

to and strong support for the IAEA's Technical Cooperation 

Programme and support the Agency’s work in the peaceful uses of 

nuclear technology in order to reach the Sustainable Development 

Goals and the Paris Agreement commitments including in the context 

of COP27. We acknowledge that Member States pursue different 

approaches to ensure energy security at affordable cost and that all 

countries have the sovereign right to decide whether or not to include 

nuclear power as part of their own energy mix to collectively achieve 

the 2030 climate target and the Paris Agreement commitments. The 

EU acknowledges the role played by nuclear technologies in relation 

to the global efforts to limit climate change and mitigate its negative 

effects. The EU also welcomes the new “Rays of Hope” initiative and 

the organisation of this year’s Scientific Forum on this topic. 

We welcome the strong commitment to gender equality and encourage 

the Secretariat to continue its efforts to achieve gender parity and 

mainstream gender in its programmes and projects. The EU is proud 

to be the largest donor to the IAEA’s Marie Sklodowska-Curie 

Fellowship Programme. 

We remain among the IAEA’s largest donors and expect efficient and 

effective programme delivery. Given the importance of the IAEA’s 

work, we hope the Member States will do their utmost to ensure 

sustainable funding for the IAEA’s key activities. 

Thank you, Mr. President.  


