
Atoms for peace  
and development
Widely known as the world’s ‘Atoms for Peace 
and Development’ organization within the United 
Nations family, the IAEA is the international centre 
for cooperation in the nuclear field. The Agency 
works with its Member States and multiple partners 
worldwide to promote the safe, secure and peaceful 
use of nuclear technologies.

The IAEA’s technical cooperation (TC) programme 
helps countries to use nuclear science and 
technology to address key development priorities 
in areas including health, agriculture, water, the 
environment and industry. The programme also 
helps countries to identify and meet future energy 
needs. It supports greater radiation safety and 
nuclear security, and provides legislative assistance.

Haiti
IAEA Member State since October 1957

Key achievements in Haiti
• 2019: With IAEA support, capacities for testing 

food and water quality and safety are enhanced at 
the Veterinary and Food Quality Laboratory in Port-
au-Prince, which increases international exports. 

• 2016: Following an IAEA-supported study, Haiti’s 
Ministry of Health establishes criteria to fortify 
wheat with iron to combat malnutrition.

Recent project successes

Natural resource management
IAEA assistance has enabled Haiti to strengthen 
its capacities for food safety monitoring and soil 
and water management, with the goal of increasing 
agricultural productivity and exportability. 

The Veterinary and Food Quality Laboratory has 
enhanced its capacity to test the safety and quality 
of food and water. For instance, the analysis of 
mycotoxins – naturally occurring toxins produced 
by certain moulds and fungi – has been improved, 
enabling the laboratory to better cooperate with the 
Quarantine and Inspection Service of the country. 
The laboratory is also supporting the testing of 
foods such as plantain, mangoes, coffee, among 
others, for exports. 

In addition, national capacities were enhanced in the 
use of isotopes of nitrogen (N-15) and carbon (C-13) 
in soil-water-nutrient-plant analysis. Haiti established 
a soil-water-plant laboratory for which the IAEA 
provided essential analytical equipment. Field studies 
were conducted using isotopic techniques to help 
farmers increase crop yields, optimize fertilizer use 
and evaluate rice varieties. 

Nutrition 
Chronic malnutrition from deficiencies in iron, 
zinc and vitamin A is widespread in Haiti, causing 
stunting in some young children.

To help overcome this, the Ministry of Health worked 
with the IAEA and the Human Nutrition Laboratory 
of ETH Zurich (a public research university) to use 
stable isotopes to identify the most cost-effective iron 
compound with which to fortify the national staple 
food, wheat flour. Researchers measured the rate 
of absorption of different compounds in 20 mothers 
and their young children. The results provided a 
basis for defining the level and type of fortification 
added to flour, as well as a future platform for public 
health nutrition research, and high quality data for 
policymakers and programme planning.

In 2016, the results were disseminated at the 
Micronutrient Forum Global Conference in Mexico 
and at a national workshop at Haiti’s National 
Laboratory of Public Health. Haiti passed a law the 
following year for all wheat flour to be fortified with 
iron, folic acid, vitamin B and zinc.

In cooperation with the IAEA and the Human Nutrition 
Laboratory of ETH Zurich, the Ministry of Health conducted a 
study to investigate the most cost-effective iron fortification 
additive for wheat flour to combat anaemia.  
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Active national projects
• Strengthening National Capacities for Enhanced 

Agricultural Crop Productivity (HAI5008)

• Strengthening Laboratory Capacity to Test and 
Monitor Food Contaminants (HAI5009)

• Strengthening National Capabilities in Radiation 
Medicine and Control of Radiation Sources 
(HAI6005)

• Strengthening National Capacities for the Use of 
Isotope Hydrology for Integrated and Sustainable 
Water Management of the Cul-de-Sac Aquifer 
(HAI7001)

Haiti also participates in 15 regional and                  
3 interregional projects, mostly in the areas  
of food and agriculture. 

Previous IAEA support to Haiti
IAEA support has previously focused on nutrition 
and the food and agriculture sector. Assistance  
helped strengthen national capacities to test and 
monitor food contaminants and enhance agricultural 
crop productivity.

IAEA support to Haiti,                            
2009–2019

Priority areas of support
• Improving agricultural productivity and food safety

• Protecting water and natural resources

• Supporting the human health sector

• Enhancing radiation protection 

Haiti’s contribution                                                  
to South-South and                                      
triangular cooperation,                                                      
2009–2019
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The IAEA collaborates with National Liaison Officers and 
Permanent Missions to deliver its TC programme.

Based on data available as of April 2020

The IAEA helped enhance Haiti’s capacities in using nitrogen  
(N-15) and carbon (C-13) isotopes to analyse soil, water and 
plant nutrients to increase crop yields. This included providing 
equipment for Haiti’s agricultural laboratory and conducting 
field studies on rice varieties in the ‘Nauger’ experimental farm. 
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