
Atoms for peace  
and development
Widely known as the world’s ‘Atoms for Peace 
and Development’ organization within the United 
Nations family, the IAEA is the international centre 
for cooperation in the nuclear field. The Agency 
works with its Member States and multiple partners 
worldwide to promote the safe, secure and peaceful 
use of nuclear technologies.

The IAEA’s technical cooperation (TC) programme 
helps countries to use nuclear science and 
technology to address key development priorities 
in areas including health, agriculture, water, the 
environment and industry. The programme also 
helps countries to identify and meet future energy 
needs. It supports greater radiation safety and 
nuclear security, and provides legislative assistance.

Bosnia and Herzegovina
IAEA Member State since September 1995

Key achievements in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina
• 2020: The State Veterinary Service is equipped 

to use nuclear-derived techniques to diagnose 
animal diseases such as brucellosis, blue 
tongue and lumpy skin.

• 2018: Calibration services are established in the 
Secondary Standard Dosimetry Laboratories 
(SSDL), which becomes a full member of the  
IAEA/WHO SSDL Network.

• 2009: Nuclear regulatory body is established.

• 2007: Radiation and Nuclear Safety Act                 
is adopted.

Recent project successes

Animal health
Until recently, Bosnia and Herzegovina did not have 
a consistent strategy to tackle transboundary animal 
diseases. With support from the IAEA, a disease 
control plan (based on quantitative epidemiological 
methods) was developed and implemented by 
the State Veterinary Service, and two laboratories 
were designated to improve the country’s disease 
surveillance and control system. 

These measures enhanced the country’s capacity 
to detect and control brucellosis (a bacterial disease 
that can affect both animals and humans) and helped 
establish a model for eliminating other transboundary 
animal diseases. In addition, a network of advanced 
epidemiological units was created to support 
national animal disease control measures. Standard 
and laboratory techniques were harmonised 
and diagnostic protocols implemented, enabling 
Bosnia and Herzegovina to ensure the safety of 
its livestock and population in a standardized and                       
cohesive manner.

Human health
The IAEA supported the establishment of two 
medical radiation physics centres in the Department 
of Medical Physics at the Clinical Centre of the 
University of Sarajevo and the University Clinical 
Centre of Republic of Srpska in Banja Luka. Clinical 
staff were trained in line with international standards, 
enabling the country to establish medical radiation 
physics centres in three additional hospitals around 
the country. The newly established human resource 
capacities laid the foundations for continuous 
education and clinical training in medical physics 
and radiation protection, including for radiotherapy, 
diagnostic radiology and nuclear medicine.

Nuclear law and regulation 
The IAEA supported the drafting of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina’s Radiation and Nuclear Safety Act which 
was subsequently adopted in 2007. The Act provided 
the basis for the establishment of the regulatory body 
in 2009 and the creation of a regulatory framework in 
accordance with IAEA standards. Required regulations 
for the Act, such as notification and authorization of 
radiation sources, and safety practices, were prepared 
through national and regional IAEA projects with 
technical support from IAEA experts. Training was also 
provided to regulatory staff and for the establishment 
of the Inspectorate.

A researcher from the Veterinary Faculty of Sarajevo 
University analyses samples to detect zoonotic diseases.  
The IAEA supported Bosnia and Herzegovina with training 
and the procurement of laboratory equipment.  
(Photo: Veterinary Faculty of Sarajevo University)

 



Active national projects
• Strengthening the Use of Radiation Processing 

Applications and Upgrading the Secondary 
Standards Dosimetry Laboratory (BOH1001) 

• Strengthening State Infrastructure for Food and 
Animal Food Control and Protecting Animal Health 
(BOH5002)

• Upgrading and Further Enhancing Nuclear 
Medicine Capabilities of Positron Emission 
Tomography/Computed Tomography and Single 
Photon Emission Computed Tomography/
Computed Tomography Imaging (BOH6017)

• Enhancing Radiation Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Capabilities (BOH9007)

• Strengthening National Capacities in Radiotherapy 
and Improving the Quality of Radiation Protection 
and Medical Physics Services (BOH9011)

• Developing National Capacities and Establishing 
Standards for Decreasing the Risk to Public 
Health Due to Radon Exposure (BOH9012)

Bosnia and Herzegovina also participates in 35 
regional projects and 1 interregional project, 
mostly in the areas of health and nutrition, water 
and the environment, and radiation protection and              
nuclear safety.

Previous IAEA support to Bosnia 
and Herzegovina
Recent IAEA support focused on strengthening 
the national nuclear regulatory body, enhancing 
emergency preparedness and response, and 
ensuring effective radioactive waste management. 
Additional support included improving human 
health services, strengthening radiation protection in 
medicine, and facilitating animal health. 

IAEA support to Bosnia                                    
and Herzegovina,                                          
2009–2019

Priority areas of support
• Strengthening the legislative framework

• Improving regulatory Issues

• Supporting human health

• Ensuring radioactive waste management

• Strengthening emergency preparedness and response

• Enhancing nuclear security

• Monitoring the environment

• Improving nuclear applications

Bosnia and Herzegovina’s contribution to 
South-South and triangular cooperation, 
2009–2019

Cancer control imPACT Review 
conducted: June 2015

Strategic documents supported
• United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation 

Framework 2021–2025 (to be signed in 2020)

• Country Programme Framework 2020–2025                                 
(to be signed in 2021) 
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www.iaea.org/technicalcooperation
The IAEA collaborates with National Liaison Officers and 
Permanent Missions to deliver its TC programme.

Based on data available as of April 2020

Quality control tests for the linear accelerator at the Malmo 
University Hospital are conducted by local medical staff. 
The IAEA supported the procurement of quality control 
and dosimetry equipment with training for local medical 
physicists from Sarajevo and Banja Luka. (Photo: G Vuleta/
Clinical Center Banja Luka)


