International Conference on Nuclear Security: Sustaining and Strengthening Efforts,
10–14 February 2020
MINISTERIAL DECLARATION

1.

We, the Ministers of the Member States of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
gathered at the International Conference on Nuclear Security: Sustaining and Strengthening
Efforts, reiterate our commitment to sustain and strengthen effective and comprehensive nuclear
security of all nuclear and other radioactive material and facilities.

2.

We reassert that the responsibility for nuclear security within a State rests entirely with that State
in accordance with its respective national and international obligations.

3.

We remain concerned about existing and emerging nuclear security threats and committed to
addressing such threats.

4.

We acknowledge that nuclear security measures may enhance public confidence in the peaceful
use of nuclear applications. We also acknowledge that those applications contribute to Member
States’ sustainable development and we should ensure that measures to strengthen nuclear
security do not hamper international cooperation in the field of the peaceful uses of nuclear
applications.

5.

We reaffirm the common goals of nuclear non-proliferation, nuclear disarmament and peaceful
uses of nuclear energy, recognize that nuclear security contributes to international peace and
security, and stress that progress in nuclear disarmament is critically needed and will continue to
be addressed in all relevant fora, consistent with the relevant obligations and commitments of
Member States.

6.

We support the work of the IAEA in assisting Member States, upon request, in establishing and
improving effective and sustainable national nuclear security regimes, including through
guidance development, advisory services, and capacity building, and accordingly its central role
in facilitating and coordinating international cooperation to strengthen nuclear security, as well
as its role in facilitating, as appropriate, regional activities.

7.

We recognize physical protection as a key element in nuclear security, and support the further
development of the IAEA’s assistance in the relevant areas of importance to Member States to
include prevention, detection and response.

8.

We encourage Member States to implement threat mitigation and risk reduction measures that
contribute to improving nuclear security including, but not limited to, ensuring the protection of
nuclear and other radioactive materials and facilities, in accordance with national legislation.

9.

We call upon all Member States possessing HEU and separated plutonium in any application,
which require special precautions to ensure their nuclear security, to make sure they are
appropriately secured and accounted for, by and in the relevant State, and we encourage Member
States, on a voluntary basis, to further minimize HEU in civilian stocks, when technically and
economically feasible.

10.

We recognize the threats to computer security and from cyber-attacks at nuclear related facilities,
as well as their associated activities including the use, storage and transport of nuclear and
radioactive materials, and call on Member States to strengthen protection of sensitive information
and computer-based systems, and encourage the IAEA to continue to foster international
cooperation and to assist Member States, upon request, in this regard.
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11.

We reaffirm the importance of continuing to promote the universalization and implementation
by its States Parties of the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (CPPNM)
and its Amendment, and look forward to the 2021 conference. We also reaffirm the importance
of other relevant international legal instruments, such as the International Convention on the
Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (ICSANT).

12.

We commit to maintaining effective security of radioactive sources throughout their life cycle,
consistent with the objectives of the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive
Sources and its supplementary guidance documents.

13.

We encourage the IAEA to continue to facilitate, in close cooperation with Member States, a
coordination process to address the interface between nuclear security and nuclear safety, as
appropriate.

14.

We reiterate our commitment to combatting illicit trafficking of nuclear and other radioactive
material and to ensure that the material cannot be used by non-State actors for malicious purposes
and encourage Member States to continue sharing relevant information, on a voluntary basis,
including through relevant channels and databases. The States providing notifications to
databases are responsible for accuracy, objectivity and purely technical character of this
information.

15.

We support the IAEA’s and Member States’ efforts to strengthen nuclear security culture and
also insider threat mitigation, in particular through providing education and training
opportunities, and note the contribution of other relevant institutional entities, such as regulators
and industry, in this regard.

16.

We encourage Member States to use and contribute to the IAEA’s nuclear security advisory
services and peer reviews, on a voluntary basis.

17.

We call upon Member States to support and contribute, as appropriate, to the IAEA’s nuclear
security activities by providing experts and sharing national expertise, best practices, lessons
learned, as well as highlighting recent successes, with due regard to the protection of sensitive
and confidential information.

18.

We recognize the Nuclear Security Fund as an important instrument for the Agency’s activities
in the field of nuclear security. We will continue to provide, on a voluntary basis, funds to the
Nuclear Security Fund, as well as technical and human resources, as appropriate for the IAEA to
implement its work in nuclear security and to provide, upon request, the support needed by
Member States.

19.

We commit to promote geographical diversity and gender equality, in the context of IAEA’s
nuclear security activities, and encourage Member States to establish an inclusive workforce
within their national security regimes, including ensuring equal access to education and training.

20.

We call upon the IAEA Secretariat and Member States to take this Ministerial Declaration into
account in the consultation process between the Secretariat and the Member States during the
development of the IAEA’s 2022 – 2025 Nuclear Security Plan, while also considering the
proceedings of this conference, as appropriate.

21.

We call upon the IAEA to continue to improve communication with Member States about its
nuclear security activities and to facilitate the exchange of technical and scientific information
on nuclear and radioactive security technology options.

22.

We call upon the IAEA to continue to organize international conferences on Nuclear Security
every four years and encourage all Member States to participate at a Ministerial level.
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