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North Carolina Radiation Protection Section

Our Mission:

To Reduce radiation exposure to the citizens and 
occupational workers of North Carolina (NC); reduce 
radiation contamination to the environment and to protect 
all from radiation hazards by ensuring the existence of a 
preeminent radiation safety culture.

The NC Radon Program is under the direction of the NC 
Radiation Protection Section, NC Department of Health 
and Human Services



• In the early 1990’s, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (US EPA) recognized indoor radon as an issue 
and encouraged testing. Twenty-five years later, there 
are many more homes with radon mitigation systems, 
some of them aging.

• There are currently no laws in North Carolina (NC) 
requiring radon mitigators to be certified or to adhere to 
standards and protocols for mitigation of homes. 
Additionally, there are currently no rules in NC which 
require disclosure or inspection of these systems.

• Our goal is to see every homeowner test their home in 
NC every 2 to 5 years
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Basis of this Educational Program
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• Radon is the leading environmental cause of lung cancer

• Elevated radon levels are found throughout North Carolina

• All residential building types are subject to elevated radon 
levels

• Construction materials may contain uranium and thus could 
be the source of elevated radon levels in a building

Why are we encouraging testing for Radon?
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Education

Elevated radon levels are found throughout North Carolina
Purple color indicates that a high level has been measured in that zip 
code
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• NC Real Estate Commission
–Manages the Licenses of over 100,000+ Real Estate statewide

• Real Estate Brokers have the greatest opportunity to 
influence home owners and buyers

• There were an estimated 500,000+ homes sold in NC in 
2017

• There are approximately 4.5 million housing units in 
North Carolina (2016 data) 

Target Audience – NC Real Estate Brokers
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Target Audience – NC Real Estate Brokers

NC Residential Disclosure Statement

This is a required North Carolina government document used by real estate 
brokers during the purchase of homes in North Carolina  
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• NC Cancer Control Branch
–Manages the NC Advisory Committee on Cancer Coordination and 

Control 

• Identifies the priority cancer programs and efforts for the state 

of NC

•Legislatively mandated committee comprised of 34 members

•Appointments by the Governor and engages legislators as 

members of the Committee 

•Medical Schools, NC Hospital Association, NC Local Health 

Directors, Medical Directors, etc.

Who partnered with us?
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NC Cancer Priority Issues Document
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NC Cancer Priority Issues Document



11

NC Cancer Priority Issues Document
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NC Cancer Priority Issues Document
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NC Cancer Priority Issues Document
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Continuing Education Requirements
for Real Estate Brokers in North Carolina
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NC Real Estate Commission Education

• NC Real Estate Brokers are required every year to take a 
4 hour general update course. 

• The educational year begins on July 1 every year and 
ends on June 30 every year.

• On July 1, 2017 every real estate broker received one 
hour of education dedicated to radon – this was part of 
their 4 hour general update

• The training manual now has new information including a 
two page document they can download from the Real 
Estate Commission website – to be given to their clients
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Target Audience – NC Real Estate Brokers



17

Target Audience – NC Real Estate Brokers
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Follow up efforts

• There is only one radon program phone number for all of 
North Carolina receiving calls from anyone, including real 
estate brokers, to assist in resolving issues or answering 
questions

• The NC Radon Program offers to visit Real Estate 
businesses (firms) and private free training where they 
can ask questions of state officials

• Dedicated website where we provide follow up videos, 
documents, research, and guidance on industry 
representatives who can assist with testing and 
mitigating radon
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How Do We Measure Success?

• Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS)
–U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
–Largest continuously conducted phone health survey system in 

the world
–Every other year the NC Radon Program purchases three 

questions ($5,000 each)

• Record required attendance of NC Real Estate Brokers
–Training is required by NC Real Estate Commission
–Training material is mandated by the NC Real Estate Commission

• Providing follow up training to real estate firms

• Evaluate the number of radon tests conducted at zip code 
level
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• BRFSS – longitudinal data on knowledge of radon from 
general public

• Survey NC Real Estate Brokers about their knowledge on 
radon

• Personal engagement with NC Real Estate Brokers during 
trainings at real estate firms

• Continue to examine the number of tests conducted in 
state – data provided by the test kit companies

What are our future ways to measure success of 
the program?
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