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The World Health Organization 
(WHO), in accordance with its 
mandate as the directing and 

coordinating authority on interna-
tional health work, developed the 

National Cancer Control Pro-
gramme (NCCP) strategy. WHO has 

been implementing this strategy 
for well over a decade to support 

countries in the area of cancer 
control. Technical support to 

countries will be strengthened 
with the recent endorsement by 

the Sixty-first World Health Assem-
bly of the global strategy for the 

prevention and control of non-
communicable diseases.

Every country has its own specific 
cancer burden features, risk factors, 
culture, health system, and available 
financial and human resources. Each 

must be carefully assessed in order 
to establish realistic and achievable 
priorities for action and, ultimately, 

produce the most cost effective 
solutions which are beneficial for the 

majority of people. Only then can 
effective cancer strategies be 

implemented.

PACT works to maximize the impact 
and effectiveness of radiotherapy by 

integrating it with comprehensive 
cancer strategies that encompass all 

areas of cancer control within the 
NCCP: cancer prevention, early 

detection, treatment and pallia-
tive care activities, as well as the 
development of necessary human 

resources and infrastructure as 
recommended by WHO. 

This approach is based upon WHO’s 
guidelines defining a national cancer 

control programme as: “a public 
health programme designed to reduce 

the number of cancer cases and 
deaths, and improve quality of life of 

cancer patients through the systematic 
and equitable implementation of 

evidence-based strategies for preven-
tion, early detection, diagnosis, 

treatment, and palliation, making the 
best use of available resources.” 

The guidelines also address other 
challenges in the fight against 

cancer, such as cancer registration, 
shortages of trained staff, and 

infrastructure gaps.
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