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• What is ICTP and what does it do?  
• And what is the connection between ICTP and IAEA?

• ICTP’s experience with Human Resource Management
• Challenges for the immediate future



What is ICTP?
(International Centre for Theoretical Physics)

• Founded* in 1964, ICTP is a centre for scientific research and 
training. 

• ICTP operates under a tripartite agreement between two United 
Nations agencies (UNESCO and IAEA) and the Government of Italy.

• ICTP was created and managed for the first twenty five years or so 
under the umbrella of IAEA. Now UNESCO has assumed that role.

• IAEA and UNESCO provide seed funding for the Centre, and Italy 
provides a major share.

• ICTP’s mission is to foster the growth of advanced studies and 
research in developing countries.

• ICTP’s activities extend to a wide range of fundamental and applied 
sciences. Many IAEA training activities are held at ICTP.

-----------------
*by Abdus Salam, 1979 Nobel Laureate in Physics



4000-6000 per year
(6191 in 2003)
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staff associates, long-term visitors

short-term visitors:
associates, guest-scientists
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schools and workshops;

diploma students
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mostly research

do own or collaborative research, or
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receive training through
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exchange of information
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+ about 125 general staff

ICTP is run by a few scientists for the benefit of many.



Over the past 40 years:
About 100,000 scientists from 170 nations have visited the 

Centre. About 2000 of them are ICTP Associates.
They have come for varying lengths of time to do research 

and to attend some 2000 activities in physics, 
mathematics, interpreted broadly, including topics of 
interest to this conference. 

ICTP sponsors a one-year Diploma Program for promising 
students from the least developed countries. 

Scientists affiliated with ICTP participate in off-campus 
activities both in Italy through a Program on Training and 
Research in Italian Laboratories and in all regions of the 
South through the External Activities programme.






