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Becoming a user
Internet users around the world enjoy free, open and 
unrestricted access to INIS. CD-ROM/DVD access 
is available on a subscription basis.  Other services 
offered include the delivery of NCL documents.  

For more information, please contact your national 
INIS Centre, your INIS Liaison Offi cer or visit 
www.iaea.org/inis
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The INIS Database is the leading worldwide reference 
database for scientifi c literature on the peaceful uses 
of nuclear science and technology.
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INIS
The International Nuclear Information System 
(INIS), the world’s largest custodian of published 
information on the peaceful uses of nuclear science 
and technology, was established in 1970 in response 
to the IAEA’s mandate to “foster the exchange of 
scientifi c and technical information on peaceful uses 
of atomic energy”.

International 
Cooperation and 
Partnerships
INIS is operated by the IAEA in collaboration with over 
120 Member States and more than 20 international 
organizations.  This government level international 
cooperation is one of the hallmarks of INIS. 



INIS Database
With over 3 million bibliographic records, the INIS 
Database is at the core of INIS’ success.  It offers online 
access to a unique collection of non conventional 
literature (NCL) of over 200 000 full text documents, 
such as scientifi c and technical reports, conference 
proceedings, patents and theses, not available through 
commercial channels.

Its extensive range of subjects includes:
 • Nuclear engineering and technology;
 • Nuclear safety and radiation protection;
 • Safeguards and non-proliferation;
 • Applications of nuclear and isotopic techniques;
 •  Sciences relevant to nuclear research and other 

applications;
 • Nuclear and high energy physics;
 • Radiation chemistry;
 • Legal aspects;
 •  Environmental and economic aspects of nuclear 

and non-nuclear energy sources.

Unique Multilingual Thesaurus
INIS specialists from Member States and the IAEA 
have developed a unique multilingual thesaurus 
used for indexing and searching the INIS Database, 
available in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, German, 
Russian and Spanish.

Preserving Non-conventional
Nuclear Information
INIS’ unique collection of non-conventional or ‘grey’ 
literature is being digitized and made available to 
Internet users through the INIS Database.  Similarly, 
IAEA publications, policy documents and full-text 
reports from Member States are also being made 
available in electronic format.

Preserving nuclear information for future generations!

Capacity Building
To assist its Member States, particularly developing 
countries and nuclear newcomers, the IAEA transfers 
knowledge and know-how in data collection and 
information processing.  It also helps establish national 
INIS Centres in these countries.

A special staff training programme for national 
INIS Centres ensures a common understanding 
of INIS rules and standards as well as high quality 
contributions to the INIS Database.  Training seminars 
with instructions in cataloguing, indexing, retrieval, 
outreach and promotion are held in Member States 
and at the IAEA Headquarters in Vienna.  An INIS 
Distance Learning Programme also supports these 
efforts.


