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Intergovernmental organisation activities 

European Atomic Energy Community 

Non-legally binding instruments 

Report on Cyber Security in the Energy Sector  

In February 2017, the Energy Expert Cyber Security Platform (EECSP) Group of the 
European Commission (EC) adopted its “Recommendations for the European 
Commission on a European Strategic Framework and Potential Future Legislative 
Acts for the Energy Sector”.1 Indeed, the EC is preparing a strategy on cyber security 
for the whole energy sector to reinforce and to complement the implementation of 
Directive on security of Network and Information Systems (NIS)2 at the energy sector 
level and also to foster synergies between the Energy Union and the Digital Single 
Market agenda. In this respect, the EECSP Group started work in December 2015. 

The report follows the view of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) by 
categorising cyber security as part of nuclear security. It proposes that the EC should 
analyse potential threats to cyber security within the European Union (EU) and how 
to combat them, and also encourage EU energy regions to co-operate and share 
information about cyber security risks. The report focuses on gaps and future 
actions on NIS. It addresses new developments and risks in the field of cyber 
security in the energy sector, including nuclear energy.  

The report states inter alia: 

While the EURATOM Treaty contains no explicit provisions addressing 
nuclear security or physical protection, provisions in the preamble and in 
Article 2 have been interpreted as also covering the subject. In its Ruling 1/78 
of 1978, the Court of Justice of the EU found that the EURATOM Community 
shares competence with the Member States in the area of physical protection 
of nuclear material, and should therefore become a Party to the Convention 
on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Materials (CPPNM) which was being 
negotiated at the time. While leaving room for interpretation on the extent of 
the Community’s competences in this area, the Court clearly recognised that 
involvement of the Community in decision making on measures of physical 
protection was essential in order to implement our recognised 
responsibilities on safeguards, supply policy and ownership of nuclear 
materials. In spite of the Court’s ruling and the Community’s subsequent 
accession to the CPPNM, the Community has to date not proposed any 
secondary legislation specifically addressing e.g. physical protection in the 
scope of nuclear security.3 

                                                      
1. The report is available at: https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/ 

eecsp_report_final.pdf. The EECSP Group gives guidance to the EC on infrastructure issues, 
security of supply, smart grid technologies and nuclear energy. 

2. Directive (EU) 2016/1148 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 July 2016 
concerning measures for a high common level of security of network and information 
systems across the Union, Official Journal of the European Union (OJ) L 194 (19 July 2016). 

3. See p. 44 of the report. 
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Council decision (CFSP) 2016/2383 of 21 December 2016 on the Union support for the 
International Atomic Energy Agency activities in the areas of nuclear security and in the 
framework of the implementation of the EU Strategy against the Proliferation of 
Weapons of Mass Destruction4 

On 8 May 2016, the Amendment to the Convention on the Physical Protection of 
Nuclear Material (ACPPNM)5 entered into force. The EU and its member states 
promoted this Amendment through diplomatic outreach and financing of the IAEA 
activities. Following its entry into force, sustained efforts will be required to ensure 
national enforcement and universalisation of the ACPPNM.6 The EU supports the 
IAEA's activities in the area of nuclear security, inter alia in order to further the 
objective of achieving progress towards the universalisation of international 
non-proliferation and nuclear security instruments.7 

International relations 

Memorandum of Understanding on a Strategic Energy Partnership between the European 
Union together with the European Atomic Energy Community and Ukraine8  

Following the Association Agreement between the EU and Ukraine, which was 
signed in March and June 2014,9 EC Vice-President for Energy Union Maroš Šefčovič 
and Energy Minister of Ukraine, Ihor Nasalyk, signed a new Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) on a Strategic Energy Partnership between the EU and Ukraine 
on 24 November 2016. The new Memorandum of Understanding aims to invigorate 
energy co-operation between the EU and Ukraine. It broadens the co-operation 
inter alia in the security of energy supply and transit, nuclear safety, infrastructure 
and market reforms, as well as in energy efficiency and renewable energy. 

This new Memorandum of Understanding replaces the Memorandum that was 
signed in 2005 between the EU and Ukraine on co-operation in the field of energy. It 
covers an initial period of ten years. At the end of the fifth year of the 
Memorandum’s term, the sides should confer at the appropriate level to decide on 
whether this Memorandum requires any revision, amendment and/or 
supplementation, and if so, they should revise and/or make the required 
amendments and/or supplements to the Memorandum.  

Specifically, the sides should co-operate on: 

• strengthening the capacity and competences as well as assuring full 
independence of national regulatory authorities; 

• implementing high-level safety objectives in line with the Vienna Declaration 
on Nuclear Safety;10 

                                                      
4. OJ L 352 (23 Dec. 2016), p. 74. 
5. Amendment to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (2005), IAEA 

Doc. INFIRC/274/Rev.1/Mod.1, entered into force 8 May 2016 (ACPPNM). 
6. See ACPPNM, Recital 10. 
7. ACPPNM, Article 1(1)(a). 
8. The Memorandum of Understanding is available at: https://ec.europa.eu/energy/ 

sites/ener/files/documents/mou_strategic_energy_partnership_en.pdf. 
9. Council Decision 2014/295/EU of 17 March 2014 on the signing, on behalf of the European 

Union, and provisional application of the Association Agreement between the European 
Union and the European Atomic Energy Community and their Member States, of the one 
part, and Ukraine, of the other part, as regards the Preamble, Article 1, and Titles I, II and 
VII thereof, OJ L 161 (29 May 2014). 

10. IAEA (2015), “Vienna Declaration on Nuclear Safety: On principles for the implementation 
of the objective of the Convention on Nuclear Safety to prevent accidents and mitigate 
radiological consequences”, IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/872, IAEA, Vienna. 
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• implementing, in a timely manner, the safety upgrades identified in the 
updated Ukrainian National Action Plan prepared in response to the “stress 
tests” results, and reporting to the relevant EU and international fora; 

• promoting an effective nuclear safety culture among all concerned 
stakeholders; 

• drawing up a national programme for the long-term management of all types 
of spent fuel and implementing a national programme for the management 
of radioactive waste in Ukraine; 

• implementing a system of regular “Peer Reviews” in line with the ones in 
place in the EU within the framework of the nuclear safety and the 
radioactive waste and spent fuel management Directives; 

• improving information exchanges and cross-border arrangements in the field 
of emergency preparedness and response; and 

• increasing transparency on nuclear safety and on radioactive waste and 
spent fuel management matters, informing and involving the public.11 

International Atomic Energy Agency 

Convention on Nuclear Safety (CNS) 

Seventh Review Meeting of the contracting parties to the CNS  

The Seventh Review Meeting of contracting parties to the Convention on Nuclear 
Safety12 was held at IAEA Headquarters from 27 March to 7 April 2017 with the 
participation of 77 out of a total of 80 contracting parties.13  

Contracting parties met in seven country groups and discussed the measures 
taken to implement each of the obligations under the CNS. Following these 
discussions, country groups finalised and agreed by consensus on individual 
Country Review Reports. Country groups also identified a total of 4 “Good Practices”, 
228 “Challenges”, 55 “Suggestions” and 188 “Areas of Good Performance”. 

The plenary sessions of the meeting focused on: 

(i) challenges that were identified at the Sixth Review Meeting as a result of 
learning following the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident;  

(ii) a “peer review of the incorporation of appropriate technical criteria and 
standards used by Contracting Parties for addressing the principles of the 
Vienna Declaration on Nuclear Safety in national requirements and 
regulations”;  

(iii) major common issues arising from the country group discussions, i.e. safety 
culture, international peer reviews, legal framework and independence of 
the regulatory body, financial and human resources, knowledge 
management, supply chain, managing the safety of ageing nuclear facilities 
and plant life extension, emergency preparedness, stakeholder consultation 
and communication; and  

                                                      
11. MOU, supra note 8, p. 4.  
12. Convention on Nuclear Safety (1994), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/449, 1963 UNTS 293, entered into 

force 24 October 1996 (CNS). 
13. Status as of 31 May 2017. 



INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION ACTIVITIES 

98 NUCLEAR LAW BULLETIN No. 99, VOL. 2017/1, NEA No. 7366, © OECD 2017 

(iv) challenges faced by non-nuclear power countries and embarking countries 
in complying with the obligations under the CNS. 

A number of proposals to improve the peer review process under the CNS were 
also approved at the meeting, relating, inter alia, to issuing a survey at each Review 
Meeting to evaluate the effectiveness of the changes to the review process, 
continuing having topical sessions during future Review Meetings, organising 
regional CNS workshops for countries with no nuclear power reactors and assessing 
the possibility of video conferencing certain country group sessions using a secure 
platform as supplemental assistance to facilitate greater participation. 

For the first time, states that have signed, but not yet ratified, accepted or 
approved the CNS (signatory states) were invited to attend selected parts of the 
meeting. 

Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of 
Radioactive Waste Management (Joint Convention)  

Third Extraordinary Meeting of the contracting parties to the Joint Convention  

A Third Extraordinary Meeting of contracting parties to the Joint Convention14 was 
held at IAEA Headquarters from 16 to 17 May 2017, with the participation of 57 out of 
a total of 74 contracting parties.15 

At the meeting, contracting parties were informed of the outcomes of the First 
Meeting to Discuss Feedback from Contracting Parties to Improve the Review Process 
for the Joint Convention (Consultancy Meeting) held in October 2016 and discussed a 
number of proposals stemming from the Consultancy Meeting related to 
promotional activities, national reports and review meetings.  

Contracting parties were also informed of the progress made in the context of 
the CNS, by way of two presentations, one focusing on the results and 
recommendations of the special session at the Seventh Review Meeting on 
“Challenges faced by non-nuclear power countries and embarking countries 
participating in the CNS review process” and the other one dealing with the 
experience regarding openness and transparency at the meeting.  

Contracting parties further discussed a number of proposals submitted by 
contracting parties in advance of the Third Extraordinary Meeting relating to the 
procedure of identifying overarching issues during country group sessions, the 
implementation of the definition of “Good Practices”, time management at the Joint 
Convention Review Meetings and the issue of transboundary movement and 
multinational disposal of spent fuel and radioactive waste.  

Organisational Meeting for the Sixth Review Meeting of the contracting parties to the 
Joint Convention  

The Organisational Meeting for the Sixth Review Meeting of contracting parties to 
the Joint Convention was held at IAEA Headquarters from 18 to 19 May 2017, with 
the participation of 57 out of a total of 74 contracting parties.16 

At the meeting, contracting parties elected the President and the two 
Vice-Presidents for the Sixth Review Meeting, established eight country groups, 

                                                      
14. Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive 

Waste Management (1997), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/546, 2153 UNTS 357, entered into force 
18 June 2001 (Joint Convention). 

15. Status as of 31 May 2017. 
16. Status as of 31 May 2017. 
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elected the country groups’ Chairpersons, Vice-Chairpersons, Rapporteurs and 
Co-ordinators and assigned them accordingly to the country groups.  

Two sequential topical sessions were held at the Sixth Review Meeting, the first 
focusing on disused sealed sources and the second being dedicated to general safety 
issues, challenges and public acceptance aspects associated with the long-term 
storage of higher-level radioactive waste.  

The Organisational Meeting also decided on inviting observers, on the budget 
and languages in which country group discussions will be held, the provisional 
agenda as well as the associated timetable to the Sixth Review Meeting. 

Finally, contracting parties agreed to invite the two states that have signed, but 
not yet ratified, accepted or approved the Joint Convention (signatory states) to 
attend selected parts of the Sixth Review Meeting.  

The Sixth Review Meeting will be held from 21 May to 1 June 2018 at IAEA 
Headquarters. 

Code of Conduct on the Safety of Research Reactors (Code) 

Fourth International Meeting on Application of the Code 

Progress in research reactor safety as well as good practices and international 
co-operation in this field were discussed at the fourth International Meeting on 
Application of the Code of Conduct on the Safety of Research Reactors,17 held at IAEA 
Headquarters from 15 to 19 May 2017.  

Experts from 40 countries shared their experience in applying the Code, 
including regulatory supervision, refurbishment and modernisation of reactor 
components for safety improvements, as well as safety infrastructure for new 
research reactor projects. The participants also shared and discussed the results of 
self-evaluations they had made in the application of the Code. 

Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (CPPNM) and the CPPNM 
Amendment 

Second Technical Meeting of the representatives of states parties to the CPPNM and the 
CPPNM Amendment 

The Second Technical Meeting of representatives of states parties to the CPPNM18 
and the CPPNM Amendment19 was held from 30 November to 2 December 2016 at 
IAEA Headquarters in Vienna, Austria. In total, 119 participants from 71 parties of 
the CPPNM and CPPNM Amendment attended this meeting.  

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss matters within the scope of the 
CPPNM and the Amendment thereto with particular emphasis on the mechanisms 
for information sharing and promoting universalisation of the CPPNM and the 
Amendment thereto. 

International Conference on Nuclear Security: Commitments and Actions  

The IAEA organised an International Conference on Nuclear Security: Commitments 
and Actions, in Vienna from 5 to 9 December 2016. The conference was attended by 

                                                      
17. IAEA (2006), Code of Conduct on the Safety of Research Reactors, IAEA Doc. 

IAEA/CODEOC/RR/2006 (Code). 
18. Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, (1980), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/274 

Rev. 1, 1456 UNTS 125, entered into force 8 February 1987 (CPPNM). 
19. Amendment to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (2005), IAEA 

Doc. INFCIRC/274/Rev.1/Mod.1, entered into force 8 May 2016 (CPPNM Amendment). 
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2 100 participants from 139 member states, 47 of which were represented at 
ministerial level, and also 29 organisations.  

A Ministerial Declaration was adopted, that, inter alia, reasserted national 
responsibility for nuclear security, underlined the importance of keeping pace with 
evolving challenges and threats to nuclear security and recognised the central role 
of the IAEA in facilitating and co-ordinating international co-operation. Conference 
participants underscored the commitment of the international community as a 
whole to nuclear security and the unique platform the IAEA offers to assist member 
states in further strengthening a global response to a global threat. 

The Conference’s scientific and technical sessions addressed a range of topics, 
including: evolving challenges and threats to nuclear security; identifying gaps in 
and strategies for the secure management of radioactive material; international 
instruments for nuclear security; nuclear forensics; computer security for industrial 
control systems in nuclear facilities; public engagement on nuclear security; and 
nuclear security education. 

Nuclear liability 

Seventeenth meeting of the International Expert Group on Nuclear Liability (INLEX) 

The International Expert Group on Nuclear Liability held its 17th regular meeting in 
Vienna from 9 to 11 May 2017. The Group discussed, inter alia, liability issues 
concerning long-term storage and disposal facilities, the transport of nuclear 
material and transportable nuclear power plants and decided to keep these items 
under review. 

In addition, the Group examined the possible exclusion of low-risk installations 
from the scope of application of the IAEA liability conventions and the definition of 
radioactive products or waste under the conventions. 

Workshops on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage 

The Sixth Workshop on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage was held in Vienna on 
8 May 2017 and provided participants with an introduction to the international legal 
regime of civil liability for nuclear damage. Diplomats and experts from 35 IAEA 
member states attended the workshop.  

A sub-regional Workshop on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage for Latin 
American States, hosted by the government of Uruguay, is scheduled to take place in 
Montevideo from 7 to 9 June 2017. Twelve IAEA member states from the region are 
expected to participate in the Workshop.  

Legislative assistance activities 

In addition to the regular legislative assistance activities carried out by the IAEA 
Office of Legal Affairs, three sub-regional Workshops on Nuclear Law were organised 
for IAEA member states, one for member states from the Asia and the Pacific region, 
which was held in Amman, Jordan, from 12 to 15 December 2016, one for African 
member states, which was held in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, from 13 to 
17 March 2017 and one for member states from Latin America and the Caribbean, 
which was held in San Ignacio, Belize, from 25 to 28 April 2017. These workshops 
addressed all aspects of nuclear law and also provided for the planning of future 
legislative activities in participating member states, based on an assessment of their 
needs. 
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OECD Nuclear Energy Agency 

Strategic Plan for 2017-2022 

The Steering Committee for Nuclear Energy (Steering Committee) approved on 
3 November 2016 the NEA Strategic Plan for 2017-2022. The NEA adopted its first 
Strategic Plan in 1999 as a central element of its reform process at that time and the 
Strategic Plan has been amended three times since then. This fourth Strategic Plan is 
intended to guide the NEA as it seeks to meet the evolving needs of member 
countries in the application and exploration of nuclear science and technology. The 
Strategic Plan is available at: www.oecd-nea.org/general/about/strategic-plan2017-
2022.pdf. 

Argentina and Romania to become members of the Nuclear Energy Agency 

On 17 May 2017, upon the recommendation of the Steering Committee, the Council 
of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) agreed to 
invite the Argentine Republic and Romania to become full members of the NEA and 
its Data Bank. These accessions were formalised on 7 June 2017 with official 
exchange of letters between each country and OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría. 
As each country may select the date at which its rights and responsibilities as an 
NEA member begins, Argentina selected 1 September 2017 as the start of its 
membership and Romania selected 15 October 2017. Both Argentina and Romania 
have well-established relations with the NEA. Their accession to the NEA will be 
mutually beneficial for both countries and the NEA membership in several fields, 
particularly know-how and research activities related to pressurised heavy water 
reactor technology. 

Latest updates regarding the Paris Convention 

On 3 November 2016, the Steering Committee adopted the following decisions 
regarding the Paris Convention on Third Party Liability in the Field of Nuclear 
Energy:20 the Decision and Recommendation Concerning the Application of the Paris 
Convention to Nuclear Installations for the Disposal of Certain Types of Low-level 
Radioactive Waste21 and the Decision on the Exclusion of Small Quantities of Nuclear 
Substances outside a Nuclear Installation from the Application of the Paris 
Convention.22 The purpose of the latter decision was to update the technical criteria 
of an already existing decision (the 2007 Decision on the Exclusion of Small 
Quantities of Nuclear Substances from the Application of the Paris Convention23), 
which has now been abrogated. It should be noted that the exclusions provided in 

                                                      
20. Convention on Third Party Liability in the Field of Nuclear Energy of 29th July 1960, as 

amended by the Additional Protocol of 28th January 1964 and by the Protocol of 
16th November 1982 (1960), 1519 UNTS 329 (Paris Convention or PC). 

21. NEA Steering Committee for Nuclear Energy (2017), “Decision and Recommendation 
Concerning the Application of the Paris Convention on Third Party Liability in the Field of 
Nuclear Energy to Nuclear Installations for the Disposal of Certain Types of Low-level 
Radioactive Waste”, NEA/NE(2016)7/FINAL, available at: www.oecd-nea.org/cen/ 
docs/2016/ne2016-7-final.pdf. 

22. NEA Steering Committee for Nuclear Energy (2017), “Decision on the Exclusion of Small 
Quantities of Nuclear Substances outside a Nuclear Installation from the Application of 
the Convention on Third Party Liability in the Field of Nuclear Energy”, 
NEA/NE(2016)8/FINAL, available at: www.oecd-nea.org/cen/docs/2016/ne2016-8-final.pdf. 

23. Draft Decision on the Exclusion of Small Quantities of Nuclear Substances from the 
Application of the Paris Convention on Third Party Liability in the Field of Nuclear Energy 
(Note by the Secretariat), NEA/NE(2007)8 (21 September 2007); Summary of Decisions 
Taken at the 115th Session of the Steering Committee for Nuclear Energy, 
NEA/SUM/DEC(2007)2, p. 4. 
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both decisions are subject to technical and regulatory exclusion criteria, and 
excluded installations remain subject to national regulatory control and ordinary 
tort law. The technical approach and exclusion criteria were developed by the NEA 
Committee on Radiological Protection and Public Health (CRPPH) to ensure the 
protection of people, goods and the environment. Both decisions are available online 
at: www.oecd-nea.org/law/paris-convention.html. 

The NEA and China’s National Energy Administration sign MOU to strengthen 
co-operation 

On 28 April 2017, the NEA and the National Energy Administration of China (C/NEA) 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in the Field of Peaceful Uses of 
Nuclear Energy, enhancing co-operation between both parties. The agreement 
foresees co-operation in a number of fields, including nuclear energy development, 
nuclear safety research and radiological protection. The MOU represents further 
progress in the growing collaboration between China and the NEA, and 
complements the MOU signed by the NEA and the National Nuclear Safety 
Administration (NNSA) of China in 2014 and the Joint Declaration on Co-operation 
signed by the NEA and the China Atomic Energy Authority (CAEA) in 2013. 

Stakeholder support and involvement essential to future of nuclear energy decision 
making 

On 17-19 January 2017, over 130 experts from 26 countries came together to discuss 
international best practices and concluded that stakeholder support and 
involvement are essential to achieving accepted and sustainable decisions for nearly 
all aspects of nuclear energy. The experts convened in Paris at the NEA Workshop on 
Stakeholder Involvement in Nuclear Decision Making to compare their vast array of 
experiences and to identify approaches that help contribute, or not, to stakeholder 
confidence; to discuss the laws, policies and programmes underway in different 
countries; and to develop a collective wisdom from which all may learn and benefit. 
In addition to sharing experiences and best practices, during the workshop 
participants debated such questions as who among the members of the public and 
other stakeholders should be informed and how science should be used to address 
their concerns regarding the choices to be made; in what ways the full array of 
viewpoints can be put into a balanced perspective; and what roles social media can 
and should play in engaging with stakeholders. The workshop outcomes will be 
compiled into a report and shared with the NEA member countries. More 
information about the Workshop, including the programme and presentations, is 
available online at: www.oecd-nea.org/civil/workshops/stakeholder-involve2017/. 

Nuclear Law Committee meeting  

The NEA Nuclear Law Committee (NLC) met on 21-22 June 2017, bringing together 
over 68 experts from member countries and international organisations, including 
the European Commission (EC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
as well as representatives from non-member countries (China, Hong Kong, 
Lithuania, Romania and South Africa). Participants at the meeting exchanged 
information on the latest national developments in nuclear law and discussed the 
current activities conducted under NLC auspices. The meeting also included 
discussions on nuclear liability, more particularly, on the Paris Convention on Third 
Party Liability in the Field of Nuclear Energy and the related Brussels Supplementary 
Convention and on small modular reactors (SMRs) and nuclear liability, among other 
topics. In addition, a special session to introduce the revised edition of the Japan’s 
Compensation System for Nuclear Damage as Related to the TEPCO Fukushima 
Daiichi Nuclear Accident was held on Wednesday 21 June 2017. 
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2017 International Nuclear Law Essentials (INLE) course 

The sixth session of the NEA INLE course was held in Paris from 20 to 24 February 
2017 with a diverse international group of professionals from 13 NEA member and 
non-member countries to learn more about the international nuclear law 
framework, as well as the major issues affecting the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 
A total of 23 lecturers from the NEA, nuclear regulatory authorities and the private 
sector presented a series of master lectures on topics related to nuclear safety, 
security, non-proliferation and liability. NEA Director-General William D. Magwood, IV, 
and Commissioner Stephen G. Burns of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) were both among the lecturers who spoke during the week. 

Regulatory and institutional framework for nuclear activities  

The NEA has updated, in co-ordination with the Japanese Delegation, the report on 
the “Regulatory and Institutional Framework for Nuclear Activities in Japan”. These 
NEA country reports provide comprehensive information on the regulatory and 
institutional framework governing nuclear activities in OECD and NEA member 
countries. Each country profile provides a detailed review of a full range of nuclear 
law topics, including: mining regime; radioactive substances; nuclear installations; 
trade in nuclear materials and equipment; radiological protection; radioactive waste 
management; non-proliferation and physical protection; transport; and nuclear third 
party liability. The report on Japan is available for download at www.oecd-
nea.org/law/legislation/japan.pdf and further information on Japanese nuclear law, 
such as translations in English of relevant legislation, is available at www.oecd-
nea.org/law/legislation/japan.html. 

NEA publications of interest 

Since the Nuclear Law Bulletin No. 98, the NEA has issued a number of publications of 
interest. The report Communication on the Safety Case for a Deep Geological Repository 
compiled lessons from both failures and successes in communicating technical 
information to non-technical audiences in the development of deep geological 
repositories. The report addresses two key questions in particular: what is the 
experience base concerning the effectiveness or non-effectiveness of different tools 
for communicating safety case results to a non-technical audience and how can 
communication based on this experience be improved and included into a safety 
case development effort from the beginning. Another report, on the Impacts of the 
Fukushima Daiichi Accident on Nuclear Development Policies examines changes to 
national policies and plans and attempts to distinguish the impact of the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear power plant accident from other factors that have affected 
policymaking in relation to nuclear energy, in particular electricity market 
economics, financing challenges and competition from other sources (gas, coal and 
renewables). It also examines changes over time to long-term, quantitative country 
projections, which reveal interesting trends on the possible role of nuclear energy in 
future energy systems. Both reports are available for free online at: www.oecd-
nea.org/pub/. 

 




