
UNDER THE MUSHROOM-SHAPED CLOUD IN HIROSHIMA

In 1945 Shuntaro Hida was a young doctor.

In a village at the periphery of Hiroshima 

he survived and he immediately began caring 

for victims. He has (recently?) written an 

eye-witness account, of which in a Western 

language apparently only a manuscript exists. 

I have extracted a few passages from the 

document of 41 pages. A few spelling and 

typing errors were corrected. - Be it added 

that many of the atomic weapons now in the 

arsenals of the powers are more than a 

thousand times stronger than the bomb of 

Hiroshima. Some 60.000 atomic weapons are 

thought to exist.
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I stood up bearing the pain and was surprised to see a figure which 

appeared from the corner. It was anything but "a man". The strange figure 

came up to me little by little unsteady on its feet. It surely seemed 

like a man form but was wholely naked, bloody and covered with mud. The 

body was completely swollen. Many pieces of ragged cloth hung down from 

its bare breast and waist. The hands were held before the breast with 

palms turned down. Water drops dripped from all the tips of the rags. 

Indeed, it was human skin which I thought was ragged cloth and the water 

drops were human blood. I couldn’t distinguish between male and female 

or soldier or citizen. It had a curious large head, swollen eyelids and 

big projected lips grew as if they formed half of its face. There was no 

hair on its burned head. I stepped backwards in spite of myself. Surely 

this strange thing was a "man". But it was a mass of burnt flesh hanging 

like rawhide, and it was covered with blood and mug. He appeared to be 

able to see. He found me with his burnt eyes and tried to hastily get near 

me. It must have been his last exertion, for he fell there at last.

Denuded, burnt and bloody numberless survivors stood in my way. They 

were massed together, some crawling on their knees or on all fours, some 

stood with difficulty or leaned on another's shoulder. Not one showed 

any sign which forced me to recognize him as a human being.

The greater number of them who lay in the water were rolling slowly 

at the mercy of the waves and must have been corpses. Inummerably survivors 

crept up one after another, some crawling over the others. The suspension 

bridge was in flames with large volumes of black smoke. These many 

creatures of flesh moved slowly on the bridge at a snail's pace. Some 

of them fell into the water, their strength gone before my eyes.

The ground was filled with debris, but what was a more cruel sight 

was the number of raw bodies lying one upon another on the bare ground. 

Though the road of course was full of them already, the bloody burnt 

victims kept creeping in one after another. They made a pile of flesh at 

the entrance to the school. The lower layers must have been corpses, 

because they emanated that peculiar nasty smell of the dead mingled with
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blood and burnt flesh.

Near me a young mother who carried her baby on her back entreated 

me tearfully for some time. Her appearance was fearful with a brutally 

burned face. She repeated the same request so often that I remembered 

every detail. Her house had been enveloped in flames in a split second. 

Giving up her other three children who were burned to death, she ran 

away with the youngest baby carrying it on her back. The baby was a 

substitute for the others. "Please help my baby, Doctor, please", she 

repeated incessantly. The baby seemed one or two years old. He was 

already dead and exuded a putrid smell. A large incised wound was on the 

back of his thigh.

To my surprise, all their legs (of broken iron beds in a hospital, 

E.B.) were similarly bent. It clearly told of the enormous strength of 

the bomb blast. It had crushed at a stroke from that distance such strong 

iron frames. "What kind of power was this?" I wondered. It was not until 

that time that I could understand the dreadful truth of its force which 

I had heard the day before, that is, that there were many bodies whose 

intestines had been forced out their anus. Probably those would have been 

killed instantly before the fire affected them.

About a week after the bombing, most of the patients who had been 

expected to die were all dead. The signs of recovery began to appear 

little by little in those patients who were severely burned. Though they 

had an appalling appearance with the burns and wounds, the depth of the 

burns was comparatively shallow. We began to expect them to recover more 

speedily than their appearance would indicate.

The accident happened at a time just like that. The report of a 

nurse one day raised the curtain on a serious affair which made us run 

about restlessly for a long time. She said that some patients had a 

sudden attack of high fever above forty degrees Celsius. We ran up in a 

hurry. The patients sweated like a waterfall, and their tonsils became 

necrotic. While we were confused by the severity and violence of their
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symptoms, they began to bleed from their mucous membranes and soon spat 

a quantity of blood.

The survivors fell ill, seven or eight at a time and died in the

same way too. As I look back on it now, they who were irradiated with the

same dose of radiation at the same distance from the epicenter fell ill

and died doing nothing but obeying the laws of nuclear physics just as

would irradiated experimental animals.

Speaking of strange deaths, I must tell about the young mother who 

made me pretend to treat her dead baby. About two weeks after that night,

I found her in the village somehow recovering and caring for other patients 

It appeared that she had almost overcome her tremendous sorrow, but on 

her face, ugly keloids began to erupt. She thanked me for the kindness 

I had shown to her lost baby. She did not complain about her loss. I was 

pleased that she regained her strength of healthy spirit which had over

come her grief. But alas,a few days later to my surprise, I heard of her 

death. She bled suddenly from her mouth, nose and rectum. Her hair suddenly 

dropped off and she began running a high temperature fifteen minutes 

after the other symptoms appeared.

Though the survivors escaped an early death, the trend of death from 

atomic disease was not slowed. The fire had blazed in the crematory day 

and night, but it could not burn the number of bodies which increased one 

by one and were put on the foot path in the rice field side by side 

waiting their turn.

Radiation caused terrible atomic bomb diseases ... main Items as 

follows: nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, loss of hair, hemoptysis, blood 

flux, nose-bleeds, bleeding of the gums and the genital organs, high 

fever, etc. ... After this period (4 months. E.B.) various kinds of 

delayed effects began to appear in the victims who were able to survive 

the acute period. The symptoms included keloids, cataract, hematogenic 

functional disorders including various kinds of anemia, leukemia, malignant 

tumors, microcephaly due to exposure in utero, the chronic condition



called A-bomb weakness, early ageing, chromosome abnormalities, genetic 

effects in the second and third generations.
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The sufferers who could fortunately escape death were never happy. 

They lost all their family, house, property, working place, school and 

all circumstance for living. Many sufferers became mentally deranged.

Addition by E. Broda. In a recent monumental book , introduced by 

the mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, one finds the passage: "The suffer

ings of the A-bomb victims were complicated by psychological problems - 

a special characteristic of such damage. Because the magnitude of atomic 

destruction exceeds all human imagination, the A-bomb victims suffered 

extreme psychological shock; and the shock intensified their suffering.

To make matters worse, keloid scars developed later on burnt areas of 

their bodies ... The victims were burdened with almost inconsolable hope

lessness and anguish - which have been termed "keloid of the heart" and 

"leukemia of the spirit". The complexity of psychological shock makes it 

most difficult to evaluate in qualitative, quantitative and chronological 

terms.

The A-bomb experience was brutalizing ... The tendency was for 

children to abandon parents and for husbands to abandon their wives 

(mothers' attitudes towards children were different) and to seek only 

their own escape ... The depth of such inner suffering can hardly be 

measured ... When others have been deaf to their arguments, the victims 

have been tempted to conclude that "unless you are an A-bomb victim, 

you can't understand". It is, after all, an almost hopeless task to 

communicate ideas and feelings about the A-bomb experience to the nations 

of the world that are in a headlong race to expand and upgrade their 

nuclear arsenals."

+) Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The physical, medical and social effects of 

the atomic bombings. Iwanami Shoten, Tokyo 1981.


