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Supplementing young children’s diets with small-quantity lipid-based nutrient supplements (SQ-LNS) is a 

promising strategy to prevent growth restriction and improve development. It is uncertain how best to scale 

up the distribution of SQ-LNS and both private and public approaches are being considered. This paper reports 

on the willingness-to-pay (WTP) by households in rural Burkina Faso for SQ-LNS designed to prevent 

childhood undernutrition. 
 

In a recent randomized controlled nutrition efficacy trial in the Dandé Health District in rural Burkina Faso, 

20 g of SQ-LNS per day along with selected healthcare services have been shown to increase the linear growth 

and weight gain of children who received the supplement daily from 9-18 months of age. Given the frequency 

and duration of prescribed consumption of SQ-LNS (one sachet per day, per child) and inter-household 

differences in poverty, a hybrid distribution system that reaches target consumers through both public 

channels and retail markets may be recommended; the viability of the latter will hinge on demand. Therefore, 

policy makers will need to consider household-level demand for SQ-LNS and the factors that influence 

demand to guide decisions regarding the cost burden borne by recipients versus public sector programs. 
 

Using a contingent valuation approach, we solicited, at baseline and six months later, the hypothetical WTP 

for a daily dose of 20 g of SQ-LNS and a traditional substitute, herbal teas, from a subsample (N = 319) of 

households participating in the efficacy trial. WTP for SQ-LNS is positive for almost all households, but WTP 

for SQ-LNS is, on average, lower than WTP for herbal teas. At baseline, average WTP for a day’s supply of 

SQ-LNS is $0.22 (4th quarter 2011 USD), while average WTP for herbal teas is $0.28. Approximately six 

months later, average WTP for LNS and for herbal teas, respectively, are $0.21 and $0.25. 
 

These results suggest that while households do value SQ-LNS, nutritionally inferior herbal teas are more 

highly valued, hence educational/promotional campaigns may be necessary to stimulate demand for SQ-LNS. 

Results of multivariate regression analyses suggest that households exposed to information regarding SQ-LNS, 

and less-poor households, are willing to pay more for it; no first-born or child-gender biases were associated 

with WTP for SQ-LNS. Households in the intervention group that more steeply discounted the future had 

lower WTP for SQ-LNS. Production and distribution costs will need to be set alongside these demand 

estimates to assess the viability of SQ-LNS retail markets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


