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Background: Despite relative political stability, humanitarian situation in Warrap State in South Sudan 

remains fragile as several vulnerable households are facing crisis resulting in acute food insecurity. High levels 

of food insecurity are concentrated in the areas with increased internally displaced populations. The WFP 2012 

annual nutrition and livelihood report indicated that 12% and 27% of IDPs and returnees respectively were 

severely food insecure. These communities live in areas that are adversely affected by multiple shocks, 

including border insecurity, excessive seasonal flooding, inflation austerity, and a high influx of returnees 

which contributed to poor humanitarian indicators. World Vision South Sudan (WVSS) provided emergency 

nutrition support to the communities in Gogrial West, Gogrial East, Tonj North, Tonj South and Tonj East to 

reduce severe malnutrition and deaths. The nutrition interventions focused on capacity building on 

community structure that refers children under-five years with severe acute malnutrition for treatment to 

community-based outpatient therapeutic treatment (OTP) sites, run by WVSS’s volunteer workers and other 

NGO partners. 
Objectives: The purpose of this article is to inform the review of the prevalence of moderate acute 

malnutrition in communities that faced prolonged crisis 
Method: review of the baseline and post intervention nutrition survey reports conducted using the ena- for 

SMART methodology & annual nutrition and livelihood reports. The review covered four areas of operation in 

Warrap State. 
Findings: the findings showed the prevailing nutrition status reflects unacceptable thresholds in most of the 

years where the survey was conducted. The global acute malnutrition situation is to be critical (above 15%) 

with little change in the levels of moderate acute malnutrition during the course of the years except seasonal 

variation due to unchanged underlying and root c(Table1). 
Discussion: Addressing humanitarian needs of communities in conflict prone areas such as the South Sudan is 

a priority for the humanitarian partners when survey findings go beyond for the threshold for action. 

However, due to the complex nature of the problem the level of malnutrition in these communities remained 

very high during the course of the years without much change. This could be due to the lifesaving efforts in 

these humanitarian responses addresses the immediate needs leaving the medium and longer-term approaches 

that impact the underlying and root causes untouched. These approaches include water, hygiene and 

sanitation, actions that improve the low agricultural production and productivity, create employment 

opportunities and address the cultural factors that contributed to some of the worst GAM rates. Moreover, 

efforts that reduce the impact of floods, conflict, poor road networks and access to basic social services could 

alleviate the situation. 
Conclusion: emergency programs provided timely solution to calm escalating burden of moderate 

malnutrition and prevent worsening of the situation in areas such as Warrap state. However, the magnitude 

remained high due to lack of integrated longer term actions. 
Recommendation: To change the burden of moderate malnutrition and its resulting consequences 

comprehensive and multi-sector approach that address underlying causes is needed with emergency 

responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


