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The catastrophe at the unit 4 of the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in the Ukrainian SSR which occurred on 
26 April 1986, was the most serious accident in the history of nuclear industry and the civil use of nuclear energy until 
this time. Initial explosions destroyed the reactor completely. During about 10 days, large amounts of radioactive mate-
rial were released to the western part of Soviet Union as well as to all European countries. 25 years later in March 2011, 
the next nuclear disaster at a level of INES 7 occurred at the Fukushima Daiichi Site in Japan, where 4 reactor units were 
destroyed by explosions and nuclear melt down processes. Compared with Chernobyl, a larger amount of radioactivity 
was released in Fukushima.

After Chernobyl, the majority of the radionuclide depositions affected the CIS countries. Due to continuously 
changing of wind directions and weather conditions during the 10 days of release of radioactivity, the radionuclide dis-
tribution and deposition was very inhomogeneous not only in the CIS countries, but even at far distances as in Germany, 
Scandinavia , the north of Scotland and many other countries. 

The former Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, has repeatedly placed particular emphasis on the 
fact that millions of people continue to be directly affected by the consequences of the Chernobyl accident, including 
acute suffering and continuing health disorders, and that this disaster is a matter of global concern. The most affected 
countries by the extent of radionuclide deposition show since years the incidence of cancer and other disorders of thyroid 
as well as many other serious health effects.

After Chernobyl, nuclear disasters will happen again – as has been verified in Fukushima - in one of the more than 
440 nuclear power stations worldwide. Most of them are located in areas with a population density several fold greater 
than in the case of Chernobyl. If we do not know the past, we will not be able to understand the present and to make 
proper decisions for the future. On April 30, 1986, the radioactive clouds from Chernobyl came over Southern Germany. 
Heavy thunderstorms lead to intense and inhomogeneous deposition of caesium- and iodine- and other radionuclides in 
Southern Bavaria, Austria, Switzerland, the Czech Republic and other European countries. This happened despite the 
common opinion of nuclear power companies and plant operators and many politicians and governmental advisers in 
the west, that at distances of several hundred km and more one should not expect relevant levels. Since 1986 several 
scientific groups investigated the Chernobyl consequences on health in the West.

The results as published until now are serious: 
Age-specific and gender-specific incidence of thyroid cancers in the Czech Republic, which had lower radioiodine 

contamination compared to other European countries 
Ascertainment of trisomy 21 in West Berlin and spatial and temporal trends of birth defects and perinatal mortality 

in Germany and Europe 
An increased rate of stillbirths in populations in Bavaria 
In Bavaria, there are still serious caesium contaminations of wild boar, which exceed European foodstuff limits up 

to 40 fold and of mushrooms with more than 7000 Bq/kg.
Independent scientists are important to analyse and reveal serious medical disorders, which were found thousand 

and more kilometres away from the location of the nuclear catastrophe.
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В докладе рассматриваются конкретные последствия чернобыльской катастрофы, проявившиеся в Ав-
стрии, Германии, Швейцарии, Чехии. 


