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Feature Articles 
The FAO/IAEA Partnership for Food 
Security: Food Safety and Quality 
Networks in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, Mexico City, 3 March 2016 
Technical Officers: James Sasanya and Britt Maestroni 
The side event on “The FAO-IAEA Partnership for Food 
Security: Food Safety and Quality Networks in Latin 
America and the Caribbean” took place in Mexico City, 
on 3rd March 2016 on the occasion of the 34th FAO 
Regional Conference for Latin America (LAC). The side 
event helped raise the awareness of stakeholders and 
decision makers about the benefits of partnership between 
the FAO/IAEA and Member States in Latin America and 
the Caribbean to improve food safety and food security in 
the region.  

The IAEA and its Joint FAO/IAEA Division of Nuclear 
Techniques in Food and Agriculture supports Member 
State laboratories and institutions in the area of food safety 
and quality in Latin America and the Caribbean. For 
instance, capacity is built and an analytical network of 
laboratories initiated by transferring relevant technologies, 
strengthening laboratory functionality and competence 
through the procurement and supply of relevant equipment, 
analytical standards, reference materials and the facilitation 
of proficiency tests. 

Capacity building often includes hands-on training, 
technical advice and mentoring on food safety and risk 
assessment. Member States have received assistance to 
establish adequate food control systems with an integrated 
view of the farm-to-fork supply chain. This is important for 
the success of national development goals. Support to LAC 
Member States continues through the IAEA technical 
cooperation and Coordinated Research Projects as well as 
activities of the FAO/IAEA Agriculture and Biotechnology 
Laboratories in Seibersdorf, Austria, where several 
individual and group training-trainer courses and 
workshops have been offered to the region. The 
Coordinated Research Projects have provided avenues for 
innovation and dissemination of technologies; knowledge 
transfer regarding national residue monitoring and broader 
food and environmental control systems. 

The comparative advantages of nuclear/isotopic techniques 
in food safety and quality have been used to help countries 
realize their food security and development goals. Besides 
the establishment of national residue monitoring in many 
countries, the FAO/IAEA support has, among other things,  
included enabling institutions to meet international 
standards (ISO, Codex) and increased competitiveness of 
LAC foodstuffs on international markets. For example, 
with the IAEA’s support, Chile’s Laboratory of 

Environmental Chemistry and Food (QAA) attained, and 
continues to hold, ISO/IEC 17025 accreditation since 2005. 
The laboratory has been audited, with successful outcomes, 
by regulatory authorities from importers of several Chilean 
foodstuffs such as the EU, the USA and Asian as well as 
Latin American countries. Such evaluations have 
maintained international consumer confidence and 
therefore enhanced Chile’s exports. Furthermore, with the 
IAEA’s support, QAA effectively oversees a national 
network of residue monitoring laboratories, and performs 
confirmatory analysis on 7−10% of all samples analysed by 
the network. Without QAA’s activities most of these tests 
would otherwise be outsourced abroad, which can be 
costly, time consuming and potentially effect food exports. 

The FAO/IAEA partnership that was exhibited at the side 
event, supports the establishment and sustainability of 
networks among food safety institutions/laboratories 
resulting in greater efficiency and shared approaches. This 
enables participating Member States to respond more 
effectively to emerging and recurrent challenges. 
Beneficiaries share knowledge and experiences and 
harmonize analytical techniques to ensure regional food 
safety and security. 

 
Mr Liang Qu, Director, Joint FAO/IAEA Division of Nuclear Technique 
in Food and Agriculture addressing the “FAO-IAEA Partnership for 
Food Security” session organized by the IAEA during the 34th FAO 
Latin America and Caribbean Regional Conference in Mexico, 
29 February−4 March 2016. 

The side event was addressed by various speakers 
including: Mr Liang Qu, Director, Joint FAO/IAEA 
Division of Nuclear technique in Food and Agriculture; 
Ms Miriam Loewy, University of Neuquen Argentina and 
board member, Latin American and the Caribbean network 
of laboratories (RALACA); Professor Dr Henning Jensen 
Pennington, Rector University of Costa Rica, Costa Rica; 
and Dr Nilson César Castanheira Guimarães, Fiscal Federal 
Agropecuário, Chefe da Divisão Técnica Laboratorial 
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(DLAB), Ministry of Agriculture, Brazil. He also 
represented Brazil’s national network of laboratories 
(LANAGRO). 

Presentations and discussions at the side event addressed: 
the role of the Joint Division and its support for LAC 
Member State laboratories to improve food safety and 
security in the region; RALACA, its establishment with 
Joint Division support and  the current work/activities; the 
long term FAO/IAEA partnership with the University of 
Costa Rica, including the Centre for Research in 
Environmental Pollution (CICA) and its role in promoting 
better training in LAC countries; and finally, Brazil’s 
increased access to international markets through improved 
national capacity to control food contaminants and the 
LANAGRO-FAO/IAEA collaboration. 

A number of success stories resulting from years of 
collaborative activities between Member States in Latin 
America and the Food and Environmental Protection 
Section and Laboratory were presented and were well 
received by the participants. 

 
Participants at “The FAO/IAEA Partnership for Food Security” Session 
organized by the IAEA during the 34th FAO Latin America and 
Caribbean Regional Conference in Mexico, 29 February−4 March 
2016. 

In conclusion, the IAEA supports development 
programmes in many Member States such as in LAC, 
through the application of nuclear/isotopic techniques in 
areas such as food security and safety. This was extensively 
demonstrated and widely acknowledged at the 34th FAO 
regional conference. This kind of support continues in LAC 
and other regions. 

The Long Night of Research, Vienna 
International Centre (VIC), Vienna, 
Austria, 22 April 2016 
Technical Officers: Zora Jandrić, Aiman Abrahim, 
Simon Kelly, Andrew Cannavan 

On 22 April the IAEA, along with other VIC-based 
organizations, took part in the biannual Long Night of 
Research (Lange Nacht der Forschung); an Austria-wide 
event coordinated by several Austrian government 
ministries that aims to spark interest in science and 
research. This was the seventh year of the Long Night of 
Research, and the first time the IAEA was involved. The 
VIC was one of around 250 exhibit locations across the 
country. The event gave visitors a chance to learn about the 
variety of nuclear applications in various fields. The 
exhibition had more than 1000 external visitors and several 
hundred staff members of the VIC-based organizations. 

 
Visitors of all ages were interested in food authenticity testing. 

From 17:00 until midnight, a number of stations were set 
up in the VIC Rotunda to showcase the Agency`s science 
and research to the general public, staff members and their 
families and friends. IAEA scientists hosted more than a 
dozen exhibition booths, including displays by the five 
laboratories of the Joint FAO/IAEA Division. 

Hands-on demonstration of authenticity testing for honey, olive oil and 
milk powder at the FEPL booth.

The Food and Environmental Protection Laboratory 
(FEPL) exhibition booth focused on testing for food 
authenticity, posing the question ‘is your food what you 
think it is?’. Food is an essential part of our daily lives. We 
need our food to be safe and we want to know what we are 
eating. Nuclear and related techniques can be used to 


