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Utilization of nuclear power has been escalating, hence the growing demand for Uranium for the 
world nuclear power worldwide and in particular Asia and Middle East. This has influenced uranium 
exploration, development and investment in different countries in the world. In 2007, Tanzania 
witnessed extensive uranium exploration investment and discovery of several sites with economically 
viable uranium deposits at Bahi, Manyoni and Mkuju River. The most advanced project is Mkuju 
River Project located in the Selous Game Reserve, which is a classified UNESCO World Heritage site. 
At a time of discovery, the country had no previous experience managing uranium production cycle, 
hence the necessity for cooperation with national and international stakeholders to ensure safe, secure 
and safeguarded Uranium mining. This development pressed a need to quickly and efficiently setting 
up of an internationally accepted best practice for uranium mining in the country. 

Preparations and stakeholder involvement in setting regulatory framework for uranium mining were 
initiated. Therefore, the request was submitted to International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
Uranium Production Site Appraisal Team (UPSAT) mission to review the country’s regulatory 
readiness for uranium governance. The review mission aimed at appraising the country’s preparedness 
for overseeing the Uranium Production Cycle in general and with emphasis on the planned Mkuju 
River Project (MRP) in the south of the country in particular. 

The mission comprehensively reviewed the regulatory system, sustainable uranium production life 
cycle, health, safety and environment, social licensing and capacity building and gave objective 
recommendations based on best practice. Therefore, this paper briefly reviews the impact of the first 
UPSAT mission in African soil for fostering sustainable best practice for uranium life cycle in 
Tanzania. 
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