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Intergovernmental organisation activities 

European Atomic Energy Community 

Non-legally binding instruments 

Commission Recommendation on the application of Article 103 of the Euratom Treaty  

Pursuant to Article 103 of the Euratom Treaty,1 member states are required to 
communicate to the Commission draft agreements or contracts with a third state, 
an international organisation or a national of a third state to the extent that such 
agreements or contracts concern matters within the purview of the Euratom Treaty. 
If a draft agreement or contract contains clauses that impede the application of the 
Treaty, the Commission is to make its comments known to the member state 
concerned within one-month of receipt of such communication. A member state is 
not to conclude the proposed agreement or contract until it has satisfied the 
objections of the Commission or complied with a ruling of the Court of Justice 
adjudicating urgently on the compatibility of the proposed clauses with the 
provisions of the Treaty. 

Until recently, Article 103 was deemed to be self-executing. Nevertheless, over 
the past decade, the Euratom Community acquis has developed substantially. New 
secondary law covers areas such as nuclear safety of nuclear installations, safe and 
responsible management of spent fuel and radioactive waste. Besides, the 
requirements on radiation protection have been enhanced. Therefore, member 
states have had to take into account an increasing amount of Euratom law 
requirements when negotiating bilateral agreements with third countries in the 
nuclear field. This increase in the number of acts of secondary law has been 
accompanied in recent years by renewed interest in security of supply aspects. 

For these reasons, the European Commission was of the view that more specific 
guidance was warranted as regards the exact scope of Article 103. Therefore, it 
adopted on 4 April 2016 a Recommendation on the application of Article 103 of the 
Euratom Treaty.2 

The Recommendation aims to provide member states with more legal certainty 
regarding the aspects that will be subject to particular scrutiny by the Commission 
in its assessment of draft agreements. This should reduce the need for objections by 
the Commission, and thereby reduce the risk of delay in the conclusion of member 
states’ bilateral agreements. Such agreements often form the basis of co-operation 
with third countries for the launch of civilian nuclear programmes, co-operation in 
the exchange of staff and technical information or even the implementation of 
specific projects, and are thus of considerable importance from the point of view of 
nuclear safety, energy policy and external trade. 

                                                      
1. Treaty Establishing the European Atomic Energy Community (1957), 298 UNTS 167, entered 

into force 1 January 1958 (Euratom Treaty) (consolidated version Official Journal of the 
European Union (OJ) C 203 (7 June 2016)). 

2. Commission Recommendation (Euratom) 2016/538 of 4 April 2016 on the application of 
Article 103 of the Euratom Treaty (notified under document C(2016) 1168), OJ L 89 
(6 April 2016), pp. 20-24. 
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In terms of procedure, the Recommendation provides guidelines on the timing 
and content of Article 103 notifications as well as on the follow-up to be given to the 
Commission’s assessments. It also establishes a mechanism for assistance to be 
provided to member states by the Commission throughout the phase of negotiations 
with third countries for the purpose of ensuring the compatibility of the agreement 
with the Euratom Treaty. 

In terms of substantive content, the Recommendation outlines those aspects of 
the Euratom acquis which, based on the Commission’s past experience of the 
application of the procedure, are of particular relevance in the context of member 
states’ bilateral relations with third states and that are sometimes overlooked by 
member states when negotiating their bilateral agreements. In particular, these 
concern the application of the principle of ultimate responsibility of the state that 
generates radioactive waste for the management of that waste, the Community 
ownership of special fissile materials produced in the Community, the principles of 
the nuclear common market and the prohibition of any requirement of prior 
authorisation for the transfer of the relevant materials and products within the 
Community. 

Communication from the Commission on a Nuclear Illustrative Programme3  

On 4 April 2016, the Commission presented a draft Communication on a Nuclear 
Illustrative Programme (PINC) for the opinion of the European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC). The PINC is a requirement under Article 40 of the 
Euratom Treaty. It builds on the analysis of:  

1. the effects of recently adopted policy and legislative initiatives (e.g. the Spent 
Fuel and Radioactive Waste Directive,4 the revised Basic Safety Standards 
Directive5 and the amended Nuclear Safety Directive6); 

2. publicly available data (e.g. documents published by the OECD Nuclear 
Energy Agency, the International Energy Agency, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and the World Nuclear Association); as well as 

3. information received from member states and stakeholders (meetings and 
questionnaires). 

As part of the Energy Union Strategy implementation, the new PINC aims to 
present transparent and forward-looking information regarding nuclear investments 
in the EU to help member states and all stakeholders gain a better understanding of 
the overall situation, and give them tools to make informed decisions for the future.  

While previous PINCs adopted by the Commission focussed mainly on 
investments in new generating capacity, this new PINC presents the whole nuclear 
lifecycle and includes the post-Fukushima safety upgrades, the safe long-term 
operation of existing facilities, their decommissioning, and the management of 

                                                      
3. Communication from the Commission, Nuclear Illustrative Programme presented under 

Article 40 of the Euratom Treaty for the opinion of the European Economic and Social 
Committee, COM(2016) 177 final (4 April 2016). 

4. Council Directive 2011/70/Euratom of 19 July 2011 establishing a Community framework 
for the responsible and safe management of spent fuel and radioactive waste, OJ L 199 
(2 August 2011). 

5. Council Directive 2013/59/Euratom of 5 December 2013 laying down basic safety standards 
for protection against the dangers arising from exposure to ionising radiation, and 
repealing Directives 89/618/Euratom, 90/641/Euratom, 96/29/Euratom, 97/43/Euratom and 
2003/122/Euratom, OJ L 13 (17 January 2014). 

6. Council Directive 2014/87/Euratom of 8 July 2014 amending Directive 2009/71/Euratom 
establishing a Community framework for the nuclear safety of nuclear installations, 
OJ L 219 (25 July 2014). 
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radioactive waste and spent fuel, including the construction of deep geological 
disposal facilities.  

The PINC thus provides a basis to all stakeholders to discuss the role of nuclear 
energy in the current context of the setting up of the Energy Union, in particular 
under its dimensions of security of supply and decarbonisation of the economy. It 
contributes to the implementation of the Energy Union strategy by looking into 
relevant member states’ investments from the perspective of safety, security of 
supply, diversification, technology and appropriate funding mechanisms. 

In addition, with the EU nuclear industry moving into a new phase characterised 
by increased activities in the back-end of the nuclear fuel cycle, it provides a timely 
opportunity to open the debate on investment needs and appropriate funding 
mechanisms. 

The EESC gave its opinion on the draft on 22 September 2016. The Commission is 
now reviewing this opinion with a view to adopting the final version of the PINC. 

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on the 
implementation of the work under the nuclear decommissioning assistance programme 
to Bulgaria, Lithuania and Slovakia in 2015 and previous years7 

On 20 June 2016, the European Commission adopted its Report to the European 
Parliament and to the Council on the implementation of the work under the nuclear 
decommissioning assistance programme to Bulgaria, Lithuania and the Slovak 
Republic in 2015 and previous years. 

The report reviews the progress in 2015 and previous years under the European 
Union nuclear decommissioning assistance programmes in Bulgaria, Lithuania and 
the Slovak Republic.  

Upon their accession to the EU, Bulgaria, Lithuania and the Slovak Republic 
committed to close down eight Soviet-designed nuclear power plants (NPPs) before 
the end of their scheduled lifetime. In exchange, the EU committed to provide 
financial assistance to the three member states for decommissioning the designated 
power plants, namely: 

• Kozloduy NPP units 1 to 4 in Bulgaria; 

• Ignalina NPP in Lithuania; and 

• Bohunice V1 NPP in the Slovak Republic. 

Since 2014, the scope of the nuclear decommissioning assistance programme 
focuses on assistance to the relevant member states in implementing the steady 
process towards the decommissioning end-state while ensuring that the highest 
safety standards are applied. 

In all three cases, the end-state is defined as brownfield: the nuclear reactor 
buildings will be dismantled as well as those auxiliary buildings that are not 
intended for re-use; near-surface repositories will be built or upgraded to dispose of 
low and intermediate level radioactive waste from decommissioning; finally, interim 
storage facilities will be commissioned for spent fuel and radioactive waste that 
cannot be disposed of in near-surface repositories. Beyond decommissioning, the 
disposal of spent fuel and radioactive waste in a deep geological repository is 

                                                      
7. COM(2016) 405 final (20 June 2016). 
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described by each member states in its national programme for the management of 
spent fuel and radioactive waste, as required by Council Directive 2011/70/Euratom.8 

The report concludes that the definition and endorsement of their respective 
decommissioning plans showed that Bulgaria, Lithuania and the Slovak Republic are 
committed to assuming ultimate responsibility to decommission the NPPs in 
question. Significant progress has been made, not only in preparatory work and 
organisational changes, but also in the actual removal of buildings and equipment 
and processing of radioactive waste. 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of 
Radioactive Waste Management 

As requested by the contracting parties to the Joint Convention9 at their Fifth Review 
Meeting, a Topical Meeting on the challenges and responsibilities relating to 
multinational radioactive waste disposal facilities took place from 5 to 7 September 
2016, at IAEA Headquarters in Vienna and was attended by 29 contracting parties 
and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Nuclear 
Energy Agency (NEA), as an observer. The meeting addressed, inter alia, the current 
status of international approaches and initiatives for multinational disposal, the 
safety aspects of construction, operation and surveillance of disposal facilities, the 
roles and responsibilities in case of multinational disposal and their transfer, and 
the liability and financial issues of multinational waste disposal facilities. The 
documents from the Topical Meeting are available on the IAEA website at: 
https://gnssn.iaea.org/meetings/JCTopical2016/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItem
s.aspx. 

60th Regular Session of the IAEA General Conference 

The 60th regular session of the IAEA General Conference was held in Vienna, Austria, 
from 26 to 30 September 2016. 

Resolutions of the Conference 

A number of resolutions where adopted by the General Conference. As in previous 
years, resolution GC(60)/RES/9 on Measures to Strengthen International Cooperation 
in nuclear, radiation, transport and waste safety, as well as resolution GC(60)/RES/10 
on Nuclear Security, include sections that are of legal relevance. All resolutions 
adopted during the 60th regular session of the General Conference are available on 
the IAEA website at: www.iaea.org/About/Policy/GC/GC60/Resolutions/index.html. 

Measures to strengthen international cooperation in nuclear, radiation, transport and 
waste safety (GC(60)/RES/9): conventions, regulatory frameworks and supporting non-
legally-binding instruments for safety 

The Conference urged all member states that have not yet done so, especially those 
planning, constructing, commissioning or operating nuclear power plants, or 
considering a nuclear power programme, to become contracting parties to the 
Convention on Nuclear Safety (CNS).10 It also stressed the importance of the 

                                                      
8. Council Directive 2011/70/Euratom of 19 July 2011 establishing a Community framework 

for the responsible and safe management of spent fuel and radioactive waste, OJ L 199 
(2 August 2011), p. 48. 

9. Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive 
Waste Management (1997) (Joint Convention), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/546, 2153 UNTS 357. 

10. Convention on Nuclear Safety (1994), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/449, 1963 UNTS 293. 
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CNS contracting parties fulfilling the obligations of the Convention and actively 
participating in peer reviews for the 7th CNS Review Meeting in 2017. 

Further, the Conference urged all member states that have not yet done so, 
including those managing radioactive waste from the use of radioactive sources and 
nuclear energy, to become contracting parties to the Joint Convention. It also urged 
all member states that have not yet done so to become contracting parties to the 
Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident (the Early Notification 
Convention)11 and Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or 
Radiological Emergency (the Assistance Convention),12 thereby contributing to a 
broader and stronger international emergency response capability, to the benefit of 
all member states. 

In this context, the Conference requested the Secretariat to continue its activities 
to promote the importance of relevant conventions concluded under its auspices or 
in co-ordination with the NEA where appropriate, and to assist member states, upon 
request, with adherence and participation. 

With respect to the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive 
Sources (the Code), the Conference called on all member states that have not yet 
done so to make a political commitment to implement the Code and its 
supplementary Guidance on the Import and Export of Radioactive Sources, to act in 
accordance with the Code and the Guidance, and requested the Secretariat to 
continue supporting member states in this regard. 

The Conference urged member states with research reactors under construction, 
in operation, being decommissioned or in extended shutdown to apply the guidance 
of the Code of Conduct on the Safety of Research Reactors. 

As regards regulatory bodies, the Conference urged member states that have not 
yet done so to establish and sustain a regulatory body that is effectively independent 
in its regulatory decision-making, competent, and has the legal authority, and the 
appropriate human, financial and technical resources organised as necessary for 
fulfilling its responsibilities, and encouraged member states to take the appropriate 
steps to ensure an effective separation between the functions of the regulatory body 
and those of any other body or organisation concerned with the promotion or 
utilisation of nuclear energy. 

In the area of nuclear liability, the Conference encouraged member states to 
work towards establishing a global nuclear liability regime and, as appropriate, to 
give due consideration to the possibility of joining the international nuclear liability 
instruments. It also requested the Secretariat, in co-ordination with the NEA when 
appropriate, to assist member states, upon request, in their efforts to adhere to any 
international nuclear liability instruments concluded under the auspices of the IAEA 
and the NEA, taking into account the recommendations of the International Expert 
Group on Nuclear Liability (INLEX) in response to the IAEA Action Plan on Nuclear 
Safety. 

The Conference took note of the INLEX recommendations and best practices on 
establishing a global nuclear liability regime, including through the identification of 
actions to address gaps in and enhance the existing nuclear liability regimes, 
encouraged the continuation of INLEX, especially for its support for the 

                                                      
11. Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident (1986), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/335, 

1439 UNTS 276, entered into force 27 October 1986. 
12. Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emergency 

(1986), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/336, 1457 UNTS 134, entered into force 26 February 1987. 
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IAEA’s outreach activities to facilitate the achievement of a global nuclear liability 
regime, and requested the Secretariat to report on the continuing work of INLEX. 

Nuclear installation safety 

The Conference recalled the outcome of the 6th Review Meeting of the Contracting 
Parties to the CNS, including actions taken to strengthen the effectiveness and 
transparency of the Convention particularly when preparing for the 7th Review 
Meeting, to be held in 2017. It also welcomed the adoption by consensus of the 
Vienna Declaration on Nuclear Safety13 at the CNS Diplomatic Conference on 
February 2015, and encouraged all member states to contribute to the realisation of 
its principles. 

The Conference encouraged the active participation of contracting parties to the 
CNS in the 7th Review Meeting, including by fully engaging in the peer review process 
and the development of questions and comments, looked forward to all contracting 
parties reporting as decided by the Diplomatic Conference, and requested the 
Secretariat to provide full support for the dissemination and follow-up of the 
outcomes of the 7th CNS Review Meeting, and to address these in the Agency’s 
current activities, as appropriate. 

Finally, the Conference requested the Secretariat, in consultation with all 
member states, to identify issues of particular relevance for civilian nuclear reactors 
not covered by the scope of the CNS, using the safety issues highlighted in the 
summary report of the CNS 6th Review Meeting. 

Safe management of radioactive sources 

The Conference called upon all member states to ensure that their legislative and 
regulatory framework includes specific provisions for the safe management of 
radioactive sources through all stages of the life cycle. 

The Conference also requested the Secretariat to take note and consider as 
appropriate, the report of the Chairman from the 2016 Open-ended Meeting of Legal 
and Technical Experts to Develop Internationally Harmonized Guidance for 
Implementing the Recommendations of the Code of Conduct on the Safety and 
Security of Radioactive Sources in Relation to the Management of Disused 
Radioactive Sources, which contains a draft supplementary Guidance on the 
Management of Disused Radioactive Sources. Finally, it requested the Secretariat to 
continue to foster information exchange on implementation of the Code of Conduct 
and its supplementary Guidance on the Import and Export of Radioactive Sources. 

Nuclear Security (GC(60)/RES/10) 

The Conference affirmed the central role of the Agency in strengthening the nuclear 
security framework globally and in co-ordinating international activities in the field 
of nuclear security, while avoiding duplication and overlap.  

It reaffirmed the importance of the Convention on the Physical Protection of 
Nuclear Material (CPPNM)14 and its 2005 Amendment15 extending its scope; 
welcomed the entry into force of the 2005 Amendment; recognised the importance 

                                                      
13. IAEA (2015), “Vienna Declaration on Nuclear Safety: On principles for the implementation 

of the objective of the Convention on Nuclear Safety to prevent accidents and mitigate 
radiological consequences”, IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/872, IAEA, Vienna. 

14. Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, (1980), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/274 
Rev. 1, 1456 UNTS 125, entered into force 8 February 1987. 

15. Amendment to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (2005), IAEA 
Doc. INFIRC/274/Rev.1/Mod.1, entered into force 8 May 2016 (2005 Amendment). 
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of acceptance, approval or ratification by further states; and noted the importance of 
its full implementation and universalisation. 

In this respect, the Conference encouraged all parties to the CPPNM and its 2005 
Amendment to fully implement their obligations thereunder, encouraged states that 
have not yet done so to become party to the CPPNM and its 2005 Amendment. It 
further encouraged the Agency to continue efforts to promote further adherence to 
the 2005 Amendment with the aim of its universalisation, welcomed the 
organisation by the Secretariat of CPPNM meetings and encouraged all states parties 
to the CPPNM to participate in relevant meetings. 

Also, the Conference encouraged the Secretariat, in consultation with member 
states, to consider ways of further promoting and facilitating the exchange, on a 
voluntary basis, of information on the implementation of the international legal 
instruments relevant to nuclear security. 

The Conference reaffirmed the importance and the value of the non-legally-
binding Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources (the 
Code) and underlined the important role of the revised supplementary Guidance on 
the Import and Export of Radioactive Sources. It invited states that have not yet 
done so to make political commitments to implement the Code and the revised 
supplementary Guidance, and encouraged all states to further implement these 
instruments to maintain effective security of radioactive sources throughout their 
life cycle. 

The Conference further noted the discussion on the development of 
supplementary guidance of the Code regarding the management of disused sealed 
sources. 

Finally, the Conference called upon all member states to ensure that there is 
adequate provision for safe and secure storage and disposition pathways for disused 
radioactive sealed sources so that such sources within their territories remain under 
regulatory control, and further encouraged all member states to develop 
arrangements, as practicable, to permit the return of disused sources to the supplier 
states or consider other options including the reuse or recycling of sources whenever 
possible. 

IAEA Treaty Event 

The yearly IAEA Treaty Event took place during the 60th regular session of the IAEA 
General Conference. During the event, Denmark withdrew territorial declarations 
previously made with respect to the CNS and the Assistance Convention, regarding 
the non-application of such treaties to Greenland: as a result, the two treaties will 
now also apply to Greenland.  

In addition, Kyrgyzstan deposited an instrument of ratification of the 2005 
Amendment to the CPPNM and Lesotho deposited an instrument of accession to the 
Joint Convention. 

The second day of the treaty event focused on the 2005 Amendment to the 
CPPNM and its effective implementation.  

Legislative assistance activities  

In addition to the regular ongoing legislative assistance activities carried out by the 
IAEA Office of Legal Affairs, the sixth session of the Nuclear Law Institute (NLI) was 
held in Baden, Austria from 10 to 21 October 2016. The NLI provides in-depth 
training in all aspects of nuclear law and in drafting corresponding national 
legislation.  
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OECD Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) 

New member of the Generation IV International Forum 

Following unanimous acceptance by the Generation IV International Forum (GIF) 
members, Australia became the 14th member of the Forum on 22 June 2016. The GIF 
Charter was signed by the CEO of the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology 
Organisation (ANSTO).  

The GIF is a co-operative international endeavour that was established to carry 
out the research and development (R&D) needed to establish the feasibility and 
performance capabilities of the next generation of nuclear energy systems. More 
information on GIF is available at: www.gen-4.org. 

New signatories to the extension of the GIF Framework Agreement 

On 23 June 2016, the People’s Republic of China signed the ten-year extension of the 
Framework Agreement for International Collaboration on Research and 
Development of Generation IV Nuclear Energy Systems (extension of the GIF 
Framework Agreement). A signing ceremony was held at the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in the presence of the Ambassador 
of the People’s Republic of China to France and the Director-General of the Nuclear 
Energy Agency (NEA) 

On 21 October 2016, Canada signed and deposited its instrument of acceptance 
for the extension of the GIF Framework Agreement. A ceremony was held at the 
OECD that included the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Canada to the 
OECD and the Director-General of the NEA. 

On 10 November 2016, Euratom signed the ten-year extension of the GIF 
Framework Agreement. The Commissioner for Education, Culture Youth and Sport 
of the European Commission (EC) signed on behalf of Euratom during a signing 
ceremony in Brussels, Belgium. The Director-General of the EC Joint Research Centre 
(JRC), the Head of the JRC Euratom Coordination Unit and NEA representatives were 
also present. 

The extension of the GIF Framework Agreement, which has now been signed by 
all signatories of the agreement, enables continued collaboration among 
participating countries in this important area of Generation IV research and 
development.  

International Framework for Nuclear Energy Cooperation (IFNEC) “Latin American 
Nuclear Energy Stakeholders Conference”, 25-26 October 2016, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina 

Over 200 participants from a broad array of government and industry stakeholders 
came together from 25-26 October 2016 in Buenos Aires, Argentina to exchange 
information; understand the challenges facing Latin America with respect to the 
safe, secure and sustainable use of nuclear energy; and to identify opportunities and 
solutions to such challenges. The conference, titled “Latin American Nuclear Energy 
Stakeholders Conference”, was organised by the International Framework for 
Nuclear Energy Cooperation (IFNEC) with the support of the NEA and focused on the 
challenges and opportunities facing countries within Latin America that are either 
considering or planning to deploy new nuclear power generation capacity.  

IFNEC membership includes 34 participating countries, 31 observer countries and 
4 international observer organisations (the NEA, the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), the GIF and Euratom). There are currently two IFNEC working groups: 
the Infrastructure Development Working Group (IDWG) and the Reliable Nuclear 
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Fuel Services Working Group (RNFSWG). The NEA provides technical secretariat 
services to IFNEC. Further information is available at: www.ifnec.org. 

10th national workshop of the NEA Forum on Stakeholder Confidence (FSC) 

The 10th national workshop of the NEA FSC, “Bridging Gaps – Developing Sustainable 
Intergenerational Decision Making in Radioactive Waste Management”, took place 
from 7-9 September 2016 in Bern, Switzerland. Participants came from 14 countries 
and represented a wide range of stakeholders, including representatives from the 
Swiss government, as well as representatives of local communities and members of 
the public concerned, including ten young people between the ages of 16 and 25. The 
workshop provided a forum for the participants from around the world to learn from 
each other’s experiences and to discuss what can be done today to make sustainable 
decisions in radioactive waste management that can be understood and accepted by 
future generations.  

Symposium on the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant Accident and Law and Policy, 
24-25 September 2016, Tokyo, Japan 

On 24-25 September 2016, Hitotsubashi University, in co-operation with the NEA, 
hosted a Symposium on the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant Accident and Law and 
Policy in Tokyo, Japan. Legal experts from Asia and Europe (including the NEA), gave 
presentations on and participated in panel discussions on a wide range of topics 
related to legal and policy lessons learnt from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power 
plant accident, including on compensation for nuclear damage, the structure and 
function of regulatory bodies, radioactive waste management and stakeholder 
involvement in selecting high-level radioactive waste disposal sites. 

Nuclear Law Committee meeting  

The NEA Nuclear Law Committee (NLC) met on 16-17 November 2016, bringing 
together over 60 experts from member countries and international organisations, 
including the European Commission (EC) and the IAEA, as well as representatives 
from non-member countries (the People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong, India, 
Romania and the United Arab Emirates). Participants at the meeting exchanged 
information on the latest national developments in nuclear law and discussed the 
current activities conducted under NLC auspices. The meeting also included 
discussions on nuclear liability, more particularly, on the Paris Convention on Third 
Party Liability in the Field of Nuclear Energy and the related Brussels Supplementary 
Convention and on alternative dispute resolution mechanisms for nuclear damage 
related claims, among other topics. Of note, the NLC approved three new working 
parties under the auspices of the NLC: 

• Working Party on Deep Geologic Repositories and Nuclear Liability; 

• Working Party on Nuclear Liability and Transport; and 

• Working Party on the Legal Aspects of Nuclear Safety. 

NEA publications of interest  

Since Nuclear Law Bulletin, No. 97, the NEA has published a number of reports, 
booklets and reviews. The report Small Modular Reactors: Nuclear Energy Market 
Potential for Near-term Deployment assesses the size of the market for small modular 
reactors (SMRs) that are currently being developed and that have the potential to 
broaden the ways of deploying nuclear power in different parts of the world. The 
study focuses on light water SMRs that are expected to be constructed in the coming 
decades and that strongly rely on serial, factory-based production of reactor 
modules. In a high-case scenario, up to 21 GWe of SMRs could be added globally by 
2035, representing approximately 3% of total installed nuclear capacity. 
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Two other publications relate specifically to the back end of the fuel cycle. In 
May 2016, the NEA carried out an independent peer review of Japan’s siting process 
and criteria for the geological disposal of high-level radioactive waste. In a report 
published following this review, the NEA determined in Japan’s Siting Process for the 
Geological Disposal of High-level Radioactive Waste that Japan's site screening process is 
generally in accordance with international practices. In a booklet entitled Financing 
the Decommissioning of Nuclear Facilities, the NEA offers a useful overview of the 
relevant aspects of financing the decommissioning of nuclear facilities, providing 
information on cost estimation for decommissioning, as well as details about 
funding mechanisms and the management of funds based on current practice in 
NEA member countries. 

These reports are available for free online at: www.oecd-nea.org/pub/. 

Regulatory and Institutional Framework for Nuclear Activities  

The NEA has updated, in co-ordination with the Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management, the report on the 
Regulatory and Institutional Framework for Nuclear Activities in Austria. These 
country reports provide comprehensive information on the regulatory and 
institutional framework governing nuclear activities in OECD and NEA member 
countries. Each country profile provides a detailed review of a full range of nuclear 
law topics, including: mining regime; radioactive substances; nuclear installations; 
trade in nuclear materials and equipment; radiological protection; radioactive waste 
management; non-proliferation and physical protection; transport; and nuclear third 
party liability. These country reports are available at: www.oecd-
nea.org/law/legislation/. 

16th session of the International School of Nuclear Law (ISNL) 

The 16th session of the ISNL was held from 22 August to 2 September 2016 in 
Montpellier, France, and was attended by 57 participants from 34 NEA member and 
non-member countries. This year’s session brought together a diverse international 
group of graduate students and professionals from across the globe to learn more 
about the legal framework and major issues affecting the peaceful uses of nuclear 
energy. Organised by the NEA and the University of Montpellier, with support from 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the ISNL has since 2001 attracted 
over 800 participants worldwide from an increasingly diverse range of countries, 
many of whom are now experts in the nuclear law field. 

2017 session of the International Nuclear Law Essentials (INLE)  

The next session of the INLE will take place on 20-24 February 2017 at the OECD 
Conference Centre in Paris, France. The five-day INLE course has been designed to 
provide participants with a comprehensive understanding of the various interrelated 
legal issues relating to the safe, efficient and secure use of nuclear energy. This 
intensive course has been designed to accommodate the needs and interests of 
lawyers working in either the public or the private sectors but will also be of interest 
to scientists, engineers, policymakers, managers and other professionals working in 
the nuclear field. More information on the course and how to apply is available  
at: www.oecd-nea.org/law/inle/. 

Table on Nuclear Operator Liability Amounts and Financial Security Limits 

The Table on Nuclear Operator Liability Amounts and Financial Security Limits was 
updated in November 2016. This table attempts to provide information on the 
nuclear liability and amounts and financial security limits provided in countries 
with nuclear energy programmes and which are parties to at least one international 
nuclear liability convention. 




