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Sri Lanka's involvement with Nuclear Science and Technology began in 1957 when it became a 
member of the International Atomic Energy Agency.  This was followed by the establishment of the 
Radioisotope Centre of the University of Colombo in 1962 and the establishment of the Atomic 
Energy Authority (AEA) in 1969 by the Atomic Energy Authority Act no. 19 of 1969.  The Atomic 
Energy Authority Act delegated two main responsibilities to the AEA, namely, promotion of the 
utilization of nuclear technology for the benefit of the people of Sri Lanka, and protection of workers 
engaged in using radiation and radioisotopes and the public from harmful effects of ionizing 
radiation. 

Until 2014, the Atomic Energy Authority functioned as the national regulatory authority on use of 
radiation and radioisotopes, the national organization responsible for facilitating the use of nuclear 
technology in medical, industrial and agricultural sectors and as the focal point of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency in Sri Lanka.  With the expansion of uses of radiation in Sri Lanka and 
commencement of use of high activity sources by the AEA for development and business activities, 
the need for an independent regulatory authority was realized. The importance of establishment of 
independent regulatory body for Sri Lanka was also emphasized by the IAEA in several advisory 
missions conducted in Sri Lanka and as results; a new Act on Atomic Energy was promulgated.  

The Sri Lanka Atomic Energy Act No. 40 of 2014 enacted in October 2014 created two new 
organizations, namely the Sri Lanka Atomic Energy Regulatory Council (SLAERC) and the Sri Lanka 
Atomic Energy Board (SLAEB) which came into existence on the 1st of January 2015.  This Act of 
Parliament delegates the responsibility of implementing regulatory activity to the SLAERC and the 
responsibility of facilitating the use of nuclear technology to the SLAEB.   With the formation of the 
SLAERC and the SLAEB the AEA ceased to exist.  

Drafting and promulgation of the new Act  took more than ten years even after realization of 
importance of independent regulatory authority for Sri Lanka due to lack of personnel with 
commitment for initiating this activity and resistance of staff and policy makers in changing the 
existing system to which people have adopted. It was also the opinion of the staff and policy makers 
that the existing Act had some provisions for control over use of radiation in Sri Lanka. The drafting 
process of the Act was delayed due to the above reasons  

However, maintaining a sustained dialogue with the policy makers and convincing the management 
of the AEA of the need for an independent regulatory body made it possible for promulgation of the 
new Act. 

After establishing the new authority, much effort had to be made for obtaining funds for the day to 
day function of the authority and purchasing necessary furniture for regulatory staff. Due to lack of 
adequate staff and limited no .of trained persons with new regulatory authority, establishment of 
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licensing and inspection system was rather delayed. Recruitment of new staff is still to be 
completed. Non availability of services of trained and knowledgeable persons in drafting of laws for 
some new areas introduced by the Act has delayed in implementing requirements of such areas. It is 
envisaged to overcome these challenges with constant consultation with the decision makers. 

 

 

  


