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The Convention on Nuclear Safety (CNS) has been established after the Chernobyl accident with the 
primary objective of achieving and maintaining a high level of nuclear safety worldwide, through the 
enhancement of national measures and international cooperation. 

The CNS is an incentive convention. It defines the basic safety standard which shall be met by the 
Contracting Parties. The verification of compliance is based on a self-assessment by the Countries 
and a Peer Review by the other Contracting Parties.  

As of July 2015, there are 78 Contracting Parties. Among the Contracting Parties of the Convention 
are all countries operating nuclear power plants except the Islamic Republic of Iran and Taiwan, all 
countries constructing nuclear power plants, all countries having nuclear power plants in long term 
shutdown and all countries having signed contracts for the construction of nuclear power plants.  

The National Reports under the CNS therefore cover almost all nuclear power plants of the world. 
The peer review of reports, questions and answers that are exchanged in connection with the 
Review Meetings provided a unique overview of nuclear safety provisions and issues in countries 
planning or operating nuclear power plants. This is especially important for neighbouring countries 
to those operating nuclear power plants. 

The processes of the CNS have been significantly improved since it came into force. The following 
improvements to the CNS Guidelines of the last ten years can be highlighted:  

• Clear guidance on the content of the National Reports under each Article of the CNS, allowing 
for better comparability and facilitating the review process; 

• Introduction of the secure CNS website for the sharing of information between Contracting 
Parties; 

• Reporting on conducted and planned international review missions; 
• Optimization of the conduct of the Country Group Sessions; 
• Introduction of a more formalized Country Review Report to increase tractability of the follow 

up measures on challenges as well as the overall transparency with regard the findings of the 
peer review. 

Although the processes of the CNS have been significantly improved in the last decade by amending 
its Guidelines, the experience with the Diplomatic Conference has shown that it is nearly impossible 
to amend the CNS itself, even in the aftermath of a severe nuclear accident. 

This fact is in striking contrast to other Conventions and international instruments in other fields of 
international cooperation, in which a periodic review of international instruments governing 
international cooperation are planned, executed and lead to improved and up-to-date legally 
binding international agreements.  


