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I. In IMO 

In International Maritime Organization, subject to the decisions in the 18th 

General Assembly (1993) and in the 19th General Assembly (1995), “the Special 

Consultative Meeting of Entities Involved in the Maritime Transport of 

Nuclear Materials Covered by the INF Code”  (SCM) was held in IMO 

Headquarters in London during the 4th to 6th of March, 1996. From 32 countries 

and international organizations over 100 persons attended SCM. Based on the 

results of SCM, following issues were discussed and solved by 2001. INF Code 

(see (3)) became mandatory since the 1st of January 2001 as Part D “Special 

requirements for the carriage of packaged irradiated nuclear fuel, plutonium 

and high-level radioactive wastes on board ships” of Chapter VII (Carriage of 

dangerous goods) of ANNEX of the International Convention for the Safety of 

Life at Sea (SOLAS). Concerning the response to an incident with radioactive 

contamination “Protocol on preparedness, response and co-operation to 

pollution incidents by hazardous and noxious substances, 2000” were 

established for inter-governmental co-operation, in addition to the pollution 

manual in the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from 

Ships (MARPOL). 

In IMO, ‘hazardous and noxious substances’ are identified in the International 

Maritime Dangerous Goods Code (IMDG Code). Radioactive substance is one of 

the eight categories of IMDG Code. (Oil pollution is separately treated under 

OPRC.)    

 

(1) Prior Notification/Prior Consultation 

Assembly 21st session Agenda Item 9 (A 21/9, 19 July 1999) 

 59 MEPC 42 noted that MSC 69 *1) had considered the issue of Prior Notification 

but, recognizing that it might lead to an undesired precedent for the 

transportation of other dangerous goods and notification might lead to 

interference by terrorists, agreed not to pursue the issue further at present.  

 

(2) Voyage Plan 

  NAV 44/14 (20-24 July 1998) 



6.5 The Sub-Committee prepared a preliminary draft Assembly resolution and 

guidelines for voyage planning, applying to all ships, given in Annex 14, deferred 

further consideration until NAV 45, and invited the Committee to agree that 

voyage planning could be considered at NAV 45 under the agenda item on 

“Routing of ships, ship reporting and related matters”, and also to delete the 

item on “Development of measures complementary to INF Code” from the 

Sub-Committee’s work program. 

NAV45 （20-24 September 1999）to 21st General Assembly, adopted there. 

 

(3)Mandatory INF Code 

 Assembly 21st session Agenda Item 9 (A 21/9, 19 July 1999) 

  7 In separate expanded VII aiming the INF Code mandatory. It also adopted the 

International Code for the safe carriage of packaged irradiated nuclear fuel, 

plutonium and high-level radioactive waste on board ships (INF Code). These 

SOLAS amendments are expected to enter into force on 1 January 2001 if deemed 

accepted on 1 July 2000, in accordance with article VIII of the SOLAS Convention. 

 

MSC 71/3/2 (5 March 1999) 

    Consideration and adoption of amendments to mandatory instruments 

Adoption of the International Code for the safe carriage of irradiated nuclear fuel, 

plutonium and high-level radioactive waste in flasks on board ships (INF Code) 

Action to be taken: The Committee is invited to consider the draft International INF 

Code, annexed hereto, with a view to adoption. 

     ANNEX 

     INF Code 

 

(4)Emergency Response Plan 

 (i)Shore-based emergency response plan 

 Assembly 21st session Agenda Item 9 (A 21/9, 19 July 1999) 

 57 With regard to shore-based emergency response plans, MEPC 41 accepted the 

OPRC Working Group’s conclusion that there is no need, at this time, to 

develop any additional specific requirement for shore-based emergency 

response plans in the INF Code.  

  (ii)Shipboard emergency response plan 

     Assembly 20th session Agenda item 11 (A 20/Res.854, 1 December 1997) 

  Resolution A.854(20) adopted on 27 November 1997: Guidelines for Developing 



Shipboard Emergency Plans for Ships Carrying Materials Subject to the INF 

Code 

 THE ASSEMBLY, 

1. ADOPTS the Guidelines for Developing Shipboard Emergency Plans 

for Ships Carrying Materials subject to INF Code set out at Annex to 

this resolution; and 

2. URGES Governments, in implementing the provisions referring to this 

subject in the INF Code, to use the Guidelines set out at Annex to this 

resolution. 

 

(5)Environmental Impact Assessment 

 MEPC 43/1/1  3 February 1999 

   ANNEX1    

13.3 In addition, the Committee will be informed of the progress being made with 

regard to the inter-agency literature review on specific hazards associated 

with the maritime transport of INF material.  

  MEPC 44   6-13 March 2000 

    MEPC 44/15 (22 December 1999)   

2.3  It is possible that the report may be available for distribution during MEPC 

44 but, if this is not the case, it will be issued as an information paper for MEPC 

45. 

  MEPC 46 (2001) 

    No comment was issued about the information above. Thus the task was completed. 

 

(6)Nuclear Third Party Liability 

 LEG 74 （October 1996）decided that the issue should be treated in IAEA. 

 

(7)Retrieval of the INF Code Materials in the Event of an Accident 

  MEPC44  (6-13 March 2000) 

    MEPC44/2  (20 August 1999)   

4.1-4.4: related to INF Code material retrieval, the OPRC Working Group agreed 

to take appropriate action as a part of the review of Section 2 of the Manual 

on Chemical Pollution. 

 

II   In IAEA 

 It is interesting that just after the completion of a decade of study and review in IMO, 



some countries requested the similar process in IAEA. It is better for IAEA secretariat 

to inform the attendants the detail of IAEA’s documents and mechanism. Here I 

introduce the following for your understanding. 

 

(1) International Conference on the Safety of Transport of Radioactive Material 

It was held on7-11 July 2003 in Vienna. 117 papers were presented and majority of 

the member states attended. Follow-up meeting called ‘A Seminar on Complex 

Technical Issues’ was held on 12-16January 2004 in Vienna (92 persons registered from 

32 states + 4 organizations).  

 

(2) TranSAS 

IAEA exercised ‘Appraisal of the Implementation of the Transport Regulation 

(TranSAS) to several countries including Panama, UK, France, and Japan. 

 

(3) Legal framework 

(i) Transit State / Prior notice etc. 

Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and the Safety of 

Radioactive Waste Management was adopted on 5 September 1997. Transit 

state is defined within its territorial water.  

(ii) Notice of Incident 

Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident was adopted in1986 

after the Chernobyl accident 

(iii) Incident Response  

Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological 

Emergency was also adopted in 1986. 

(iv) Environmental Analysis 

Comprehensive paper-work called IAEA-TECDOC-1231 ‘Severity, probability 

and risk of accidents during maritime transport of radioactive material, Final 

report of co-ordinated research project 1995-1999’ was published in July 2001. 

 

  

Reference Note： 

*1) MSC 69  (11-20 May 1998) 

 （MSC 69/wp.11） 

  15.4 The Committee noted that A 20 considered, through its Technical Committee II, 

the issues raised by Ireland but could not resolve them. Agreeing that it was premature 



to consider the proposed draft resolution, the Assembly recommended both MSC and 

MEPC to further consider the issue of “prior notification”. 

  15.5 Having discussed the matter, the Committee, having noted arguments that a 

“prior notification” requirement might result in contravention of UNCLOS and the 

Convention on Protection of Nuclear Material and might lead to an undesired precedent 

for the transportation of other dangerous goods, agreed not to pursue the issue further 

at present. 

MEPC 42 (2-6November 1998) 

MEPC 43/1/1 ( 3 February 1999) 

  ANNEX1    

13  INF related matters 

13.1 With regard to the transport of INF materials by ships, the Committee will 

recall that, at MEPC 42, decided not to pursue the issue of “Prior 

notification”, and the issue of “Voyage planning” would be further 

considered when it is finalized by NAV Sub-Committee. 

13.2 With regard to the matter of making the INF Code mandatory through  

amendments to SOLAS chapter VII, the Committee will be informed of the 

decision by MSC 71 which is to be held in May 1999. 

13.3 In addition, the Committee will be informed of the progress being made with 

regard to the inter-agency literature review on specific hazards associated 

with the maritime transport of INF material.  

2  Implementation of the OPRC Convention and OPRC Conference resolution(WG1) 

  2.2  The Committee will recall that, at MEPC 42, it approved in principle the 

revised draft Protocol on Preparedness, Response and Co-operation to 

Pollution Incidents by Hazardous and Noxious Substances, 2000.        

….. It is expected that, after an initial exchange of views at plenary, the 

work will be carried out by the OPRC Working Group. 

  


