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BRIEF ON EAARP

The Eastern Africa Association for Radiation Protection (EAARP) is a non-political and purely 
professional association along physical sciences related to radiation health and safety. It is 
primarily a medium whereby professional radiation protection practitioners and physicists meet 
and discuss issues related to advancement of the science of radiation protection and health.

OBJECTIVES OF EAARP

>  To recruit members within the Eastern Africa region and [afferent] provide regional 
representation for other relevant associations

>  To provide, primarily a medium whereby professional radiation protection practitioners 
can advance the science of radiation protection and health physics

>  To organize scientific meetings on the application of physics to health and safety in 
general

>  To render advice and assistance in matters pertaining to the profession of health physics 
and radiation protection practitioners

>  To further the professional interests of health physicists and radiation protection 
practitioners

MEMBERSHIP

There will be five classes of membership as follows

>  Members will be persons who have graduated from university or hold equivalent 
academic or technical qualification/s satisfactory to the Executive Committee, and 
experience in the application of physical science to radiation health and/or safety.

>  Corporate Members who will be corporate entities applying physical science related to 
radiation health and safety.

>  Associate Members who will be individuals who do not qualify for membership as 
provided for in 1 but whose avocations and interests lie in a field of science applied to 
radiation health and/or safety in general as approved by this Association.

>  Student Members who will be bona fide students whose interests lie in a field of science 
applied to radiation health and/or safety in general as approved by this Association.

>  Corresponding members will be individuals or corporations fulfilling the same conditions 
pertaining to membership but who are permanently residents outside East Africa
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The Science Technology and Innovation (STI) Act 2013 was enacted to contribute to realization 
of Vision 2030 and other national development goals aspiring to transform Kenya into a globally 
competitive newly industrialized middle income country. The foundation on STI with research 
playing a key role is expected to generate a critical mass of technical and skilled manpower. 
The STI Act has established the National Commission for Science Technology and Innovation 
(NACOSTI) and very soon the National Research Fund and the Kenya Innovation Agency will also 
take shape. NACOSTI is to regulate and assure quality in STI sector and advise the government 
in matters related thereto. Nuclear science and technology applications in agriculture, human 
health, water, industry, environment and energy with the attendant training and research 
though beneficial have to be done to also foster secure and safe environments to people and 
property. NACOSTI coordinates the African Regional Cooperative Agreement for Research, 
Development and Training related to Nuclear Science and Technology (AFRA) projects which 
currently stand at 32.

2.0 Brief on NACOSTI's organizational activities

According the STI Act, 2013 functions of NACOSTI include to:

• develop, in consultation with stakeholders, the priorities in scientific, technological and 
innovation activities in Kenya in relation to the economic and social policies of the 
Government, and the country's international commitments;

• lead inter-agency efforts to implement sound policies and budgets, working in 
collaboration with the county governments, and organisations involved in science and 
technology and innovation within Kenya and outside Kenya;

• advise the national and county governments on the science, technology and innovation 
policy, including general planning and assessment of the necessary financial resources;

• liaise with the National Innovation Agency and the National Research Fund to ensure 
funding and implementation of prioritized research programmes;

• ensure co-ordination and co-operation between the various agencies involved in 
science, technology and innovation;

• accredit research institutes and approve all Scientific research in Kenya;
• assure relevance and quality of science, technology and innovation programmes in 

research institutes;
• advise on science education and innovation at both basic and advanced levels;
• promote increased awareness, knowledge and information of research system;
• coordinate, monitor and evaluate, as appropriate, activities relating to scientific 

research and technology development;
• promote and encourage private sector involvement in scientific research and innovation 

and development;
• annually, review the progress in scientific research systems and submit a report of its 

findings and recommendations to the Cabinet Secretary;

Page 11 o f 44



• promote the adoption and application of scientific and technological knowledge and 
information necessary in attaining national development goals;

• develop and enforce codes, guidelines and regulations in accordance with the policy 
determined under this Act for the governance, management and maintenance of 
standards and quality in research systems; and

• undertake, or cause to be undertaken, regular inspections, monitoring and evaluation of 
research institutions to ensure compliance with set standards and guidelines.

3.0 Brief on NACOSTI's activities in relation to Radiation Protection

3.1 Policy Development

NACOSTI is involved in the coordination of activities geared towards development of policies on 
various areas of research, science, technology and innovation. The policies are expected to 
provide an enabling environment for creation of institutional frameworks for integration of STI 
in national development. Some that have been done to date include:

• Atomic Energy Policy and Bill, The policy recommends the establishment of an Atomic 
Energy Commission as a regulator and Kenya Atomic Energy Research Institute as a 
technical service organization and an Atomic Energy Corporation as an owner/operator 
of nuclear power plants. What is yet to occur is have State Departments take up this for 
implementation although both the Radiation Protection Board have taken up the tasks 
of realizing a nuclear regulator while the State Department of Energy and Petroleum has 
published an Energy Bill 2015 taking up the Atomic Energy Research Institute.

• Policy and Strategy for establishment of a Physical Sciences Laboratory. Here the 
offtaker is yet to come forward although both the State Department for Industrialization 
and Konza Technopolis are toying with the idea and one or both are yet to fully commit.

• Formation of the Kenya Space Agency following the successful production of Space 
Policy, Space Strategy, Space Order and Bill have been taken up by the State 
Department of Defence.

• NACOSTI is involved in the coordination of activities geared towards development of 
policies on various areas of research, STI. The policies are expected to provide an 
enabling environment for creation of institutional frameworks for integration of STI in 
national development.

3.2 Capacity Development

3.2.1 Peaceful Application on Atomic Energy

Since 1965 when Kenya joined the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the country 
has remained an active member of the Agency in implementing National, regional and 
inter - regional projects related to the peaceful use of nuclear science and technology in food 
and agriculture, livestock, health, industry, water resources management, energy, environment,
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education and research. The collaboration is in terms of organization and participation in 
meeting/workshops, trainings, fellowships and scientific visits. Between 2006 and 2012, a total 
of 147 Kenyans have attended meetings and workshops in various countries supported by IAEA. 
Over the same period, 122 Kenyans have been awarded fellowships and training in various 
fields. The fellowships range from a period of two weeks to four years.

The radiological protection infrastructure and strategic planning of Technical Cooperation (TC) 
projects are based on the Country Program Framework (CPF). A CPF is prepared by a Member 
State to IAEA, in collaboration with the IAEA Secretariat It defines mutually agreed priority 
development needs and interests to be supported through technical cooperation activities. A 
CPF reflects national development plans, country specific analyses and lessons learned from 
past cooperation, and also take into consideration the United Nations Development Assistance 
Framework of the country. This ensures that the application of nuclear science technologies is 
integrated with existing development initiatives and plans, and supports the identification of 
areas where such technologies might be usefully deployed. A CPF generally covers a five year 
period. Our current CPF expires at end of 2015 and ideally we should have submitted to CPF for 
2016-2020 period.

Ideally, the National Liaison Office (NLO) is expected to coordinate various stakeholder inputs 
into the CPF and afterwards have the highest office sign it with IAEA DG, if possible. NACOSTI 
has advised that the office of NLO should be relocated back to NACOSTI from the Kenya Nuclear 
Electricity Board as the latter's mandate is nuclear energy development while a cursory check 
on the existing TC projects shows that of the 11 operational only two are on energy while the 
rest are in agriculture, human health, industry, water, radiation protection, training and 
research. Active projects currently are 11 having peeked at 12 in 2010/2011 and are listed as 
Table 1.

Project
Number

Project Title 1st Year 
of
Approval

Status

KEN1004 Establishing an NDT Laboratory at the Institute of Nuclear 
Science and Technology at the University of Nairobi for 
Training, Research and Service Provision in the Field of NDT 
Applications

2012 Active

KEN2005 Building Capacity for the Implementation of a Nuclear 
Power Programme by Developing Human Resources, 
Institutional Capacity and the Legal and Regulatory 
Framework

2012 Active

KEN2006 Building Capacity for the Implementation of a Nuclear 
Power Programme by Developing Human Resources, 
Institutional Capacity and the Legal and Regulatory

2014 Active
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Framework

KEN5031 Improving Agricultural Productivity in Mixed Cropping 
Systems through Application of Knowledge-Based 
Technologies Generated with the Aid of Nuclear 
Techniques

2012 Active

KEN5032 Characterising and Improving Germplasm of Selected 
Crops at the Molecular Level Using Nuclear and 
Biotechnology Techniques

2012 Active

KEN5033 Using an Integrated Approach towards Sustainable 
Livestock Health and Nutrition to Improve Their Production 
and Productivity for Enhanced Economic Development

2012 Active

KEN5034 Using Irradiated Improved Brachiaria Grass and Dolichos 
Lablab Species for Increasing Quantity and Quality of Milk 
Production and Reproduction for Smallholder Dairy Farms 
in Drought Prone Areas

2014 Active

KEN5035 Using Nuclear Techniques for Validation of Integrated Soil 
Fertility and Water Management Technologies for 
Increased Agricultural Productivity and Climate Change 
Adaptation in Arid and Semi- Arid Areas

2014 Active

KEN6019 Expanding Radiotherapy Services and Establishing a 
Training Programme for Radiation Therapy Technologists

2009 Active

KEN6020 Establishing National Capacity for an Integrated Approach 
to Early Detection, Diagnosis, Management, Prevention 
and Research on Cancer and Radiation Safety

2012 Active

KEN7004 Integrating Isotope Hydrology into Water Resources 
Assessment for the Upcoming Lamu Port Infrastructure in 
the Lower Tana River Catchment (Lamu and Tana Delta)

2014 Active

Table 1: Technical Cooperation Projects between Kenya and IAEA

Of the 32 AFRA projects coordinated from NACOSTI only 2 deal with sustainable energy 
development and planning capabilities including nuclear power. The remaining 30 AFRA 
projects are in the fields of agriculture, human health, water, environment, industry, research 
and training where nuclear science and technology are currently applied.

3.2.2 Science, Technology And Innovation (ST&I) Grant
NACOSTI administers the Kenya Government STI Grant. The purpose of this grant is to support 
scientific research and Innovations for national development. The grant targets funding of STI 
sector in priority areas in relation to the development agenda of the Government as provided in 
Vision 2030 among others policies documents.
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