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INIS in My Life

The first time I learned about INIS was in 1975, when I began my 
career as a junior researcher at the Institute for High Energy Physics 
(IHEP). At that time, I could not imagine that my future life would be so 
closely linked to this unique system.

Having begun scientific work at IHEP, I faced a serious problem of 
lack of access to foreign nuclear information that was a vital pre-
requisite for any scientific activity. At the time, there were only 3 main 
ways to access foreign information: the use of the Russian information 
system Referativnyi Zhurnal; a subscription to the leading nuclear 
journals such as Physical Review and Nuclear Physics; and direct 
personal contacts, mainly at international conferences. This was 
obviously insufficient, and access to pre-prints and reports was 
necessary, considering that at that time there was a significant time 
lag in published journal articles.

Receiving the first magnetic tape with INIS records was a momentous 
occasion for scientists at my Institute. The first use of INIS information 

demonstrated the many innovative ideas and thoughts used to develop INIS. Obviously, at that 
time, there was no other nuclear information system that could compete with INIS on 
completeness of coverage, the volume of the information, and on the number of people involved 
in data collection and processing. Even now, I continue to be amazed that from the first day of 
operations, INIS started collecting NCL documents. As a result, the INIS NCL archive, with over 
700 000 documents, was created and many of the documents from the NCL archive remain 
relevant to modern nuclear research.

Working with INIS, we realized that INIS was not only an excellent source of information, but also 
a source of technology to work with nuclear information. One example of this is the INIS 
Thesaurus, which structures information, thus significantly increasing the efficiency of searches. 
The use of controlled keywords, as well as MQ-pairs (main descriptors and qualifiers), for the 
description of document content provided a highly efficient mechanism to find information. I can 
say that INIS has a ‘Find’ paradigm, which is different than a ’Searching‘ paradigm.

INIS is an excellent example of information technology transferring. Based on INIS standards, 
rules and methods, our Institute developed the first computerized information system on high 
energy physics and elementary particles in 1978. I would also like to mention that the INIS DB 
was the main source of information used while working on my thesis.

In 1986, at the will of destiny, I got a contract with the IAEA and began my long journey with INIS 
as a member of the INIS Computer Support Group, which completely changed my life and the life 
of my family. Working at the INIS Secretariat, I learned about INIS from the inside. It was a 
pleasant surprise for me to learn that INIS was not only an information system, but also a unique 
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culture of working with nuclear information in an international environment. I also learned that a 
system based on international cooperation can be much more effective and efficient than a 
system based on competition.

I was very happy to work at the INIS Secretariat with staff who were friendly and professional, 
independent of nationality, age and educational level. Unfortunately, it is impossible to list all 
those with whom I was lucky enough to work. Nevertheless, I would like to mention Mr Alexander 
Filippov, Mr Alexander Sorokin and Mr Claudio Todeschini, who headed the INIS Section, and 
also Ms Barbara Mayer, who was the real custodian of INIS family spirit for several decades. 
Several generations of INIS staff contributed to the successful development of INIS.

Working in the INIS Secretariat, I was very happy to participate in its permanent development. I 
have also witnessed the leading role of INIS in many IAEA activities: INIS became the first 
computerized information system; INIS created the first Web page within the IAEA; and the INIS 
DB was the first database accessible via the Internet. The IAEA’s nuclear knowledge 
management program also got its start in the INIS Section.

I am deeply convinced that efficient INIS operations, and its resilience for 45 years, was achieved 
due to a strong synergy of modern information technology and the highly professional staff of the 
INIS Secretariat and the INIS national centers.

Even now, being a retiree, I continue to feel like a member of the international INIS family. I am 
very proud of it!

Congratulations to all who developed, managed, and maintained INIS, and to those who are now 
supporting and developing INIS on the 45th anniversary of the International Nuclear Information 
System!
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