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Belarus: Moving Forward Together

The 45th anniversary of INIS provides an opportunity for Member 
States to look back on significant events. Belarus was among the 
founding members of the system and the 45th anniversary of INIS 
also marks 45 years of this country’s participation. In 1992, Belarus 
began to work independently after a change in the political situation. 
As a result, the activity of the Belarus INIS Centre increased 
significantly. Within this time frame, about 6000 inputs were 
contributed and more than 100 copies of NCL were provided.

Currently, Belarus submits about 300 inputs per year to INIS. This 
quantity reflects the activity of our scientists in the fields 
corresponding to the scope of INIS.

In our country, interest in nuclear technologies is defined by two main 
factors – the severe consequences of the Chernobyl accident and the 

acute shortage of energy resources. Therefore, the main focuses of nuclear research are the 
behavior of ecosystems in conditions of radioactive contamination, and the impact of low dose 
radiation on living organisms, nuclear medicine, nuclear energy, radiation protection and radiation 
safety.

The severe consequences of the Chernobyl accident is the most important area of interest to 
Belarus because it affects the health of thousands of people. After the Chernobyl accident, about 
23% of Belarusian territories were contaminated by cesium 137, with levels reaching more than 
37 kBq/m2 (1 Ci/km2). Zones of evacuation and resettlement encompass an area of 6.7 km2 
(data from http://www.chernobyl.gov.by). Currently about 1142 million people live within these 
territories.

At the time of the Chernobyl accident, Belarusian specialists did not have the knowledge and 
experience necessary to ensure the safety of the population in conditions of acute or chronic 
irradiation. To study the problems of radioactive contamination on the environment and its impact 
on living organisms, a number of research centers were established: the Institute of Radiobiology 
of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus, the Research Institute of Radiology at the 
Ministry for Emergency Situations, the Republican Research Center for Radiation Medicine and 
Human Ecology, and the Palesse State Radioecological Reserve. In most cases, INIS has been, 
and remains, the only source of bibliographic information for these fields of research.

The national INIS Centre was established during the era of the printed editions of the 
‘Atomindex’, which were later replaced by a CD-ROM version as a more convenient form for 
information dissemination. The Belarus INIS Centre is situated at the Environmental University in 
Minsk. The Centre is open to all in need of nuclear information. One branch of the Centre is 
located in Gomel, the administrative center located in the contaminated zone. In 2008, when the 
Belarusian Nuclear Power Engineering Program started, four state universities began training 
specialists in nuclear power. These universities use INIS output products. We attach great 
importance to the use of INIS in the preparation of specialists. Opportunities to use INIS are 
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regularly demonstrated to students in extension courses in different fields – radiation safety, 
medicine, agriculture, etc. Classes demonstrating the use of the INIS database are included in 
the curriculum of the Regional Post-graduate Courses on Radiation Protection and Providing of 
Safety of Sources of Ionizing Radiation, which are organized by the IAEA and held in Belarus 
every two years. More than 180 experts from 13 countries in Eastern Europe and Asia have 
gained experience in INIS output products.

The INIS Secretariat has always set high standards. One of its principles is that INIS always uses 
the most advanced information technologies and software products to ensure functionality and 
maintenance of the system, as well as offering information support to nuclear specialists. This is 
the basis for survival in an environment of rapidly changing technology. At the same time, 
because of this, we have an opportunity to show students how to work with modern information 
sources.

Another important principle is the support offered by the Secretariat to new national INIS centers. 
We remember the support provided by the Agency’s Department of Technical Cooperation in the 
first years of our national INIS Centre’s operation. An essential role of the Secretariat is to train 
the personnel working in the INIS centers. Many national information specialists are trained in a 
short time.

In conclusion, on this 45th anniversary of INIS, I would like to especially thank the members of 
the INIS Secretariat, with whom I started to work more than 20 years ago and who created a 
friendly and businesslike atmosphere, which has been preserved and maintained today. They are 
Alexander Sorokin, Claudio Todeschini, Anatoli Tolstenkov, Alexander Nevyjel, Seyda Rieder, 
Lubomir Iliev, Lidia Goschinski, Graham Tebb, Taghrid Atieh, Bekele Negeri Duresa, Kristina 
Epperson, Zsolt Stanic and many others. In addition, I would like to say warm words to my 
colleagues – INIS Liaison Officers from different countries with whom I worked closely over the 
years.
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