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Austria: The INIS Austria Centre 1970-2015

This article spotlights Austrian people and institutions that have 
influenced the fortunes of INIS and the INIS Centre in Austria.

The work of two Austrians had a lasting influence on INIS. The first 
person, Ms Elisabeth Ruckenbauer, was Head of the INIS 
Bibliographic Control Unit at the start of INIS. She was responsible 
for the development and implementation of the INIS bibliographic 
description rules (INIS Reference Series IAEA-INIS-01 and -02).

The second person having a lasting influence on INIS was Mr 
Alexander Nevyjel. He was Austrian INIS Liaison Officer from 
1983 –2002, and Head of the INIS Subject Control Unit until 2011. 
During his second term of office, he developed, together with the 
Swiss company Convera, the Computer Assisted Indexing Software 
(CAI). The aim of the project was to optimize indexing. The 
implementation of CAI in 2004 resulted in an increase of input to the 
INIS database; from around 60 000 records per year to over 
100 000 records per year.

We are proud that Mr Nevyjel is still an active member of the INIS 
Austria Center and that he continues to offer his experience and expertise. The Austrian INIS 
Centre has resided at two scientific institutions: Seibersdorf and the Austrian Central Library for 
Physics and Chemistry Library, each having a specific relationship with the IAEA and INIS.

The INIS Centre in Seibersdorf (1970–2011)

Within the framework of the “Atoms for Peace” program, the first Austrian research reactor was 
built in Seibersdorf in 1960 with international financial and technical support. Two years later, the 
IAEA Seibersdorf Laboratories were opened on these grounds. It was the beginning of close and 
long lasting scientific cooperation.

For decades, Seibersdorf was the Austrian Centre of excellence in nuclear research and it was 
for this reason, at the beginning of INIS, that the Austrian INIS Centre was located at Seibersdorf.

Austria is a founding member of INIS and the INIS Centre at Seibersdorf was one of the first to 
start work on INIS matters. The first INIS Center at Seibersdorf was operated out of the Library 
and consisted of two to three part-time employees. Many of them were students working on their 
diploma theses. The first Austrian INIS Liaison Officer was Ms Maria Tisljar, followed by Mr 
Alexander Nevyjel in 1983 and Mr Gert Sdouz in 2002. After a referendum in 1978 which led to a 
legal ban on the conventional use of nuclear energy in Austria, Seibersdorf became a 
multidisciplinary research centre and, today, is the Austrian Institute of Technology (AIT).

Marcus Rössner has been a 
member of the Austrian INIS 

Centre at the Central Library for 
Physics and Chemistry Library 

of the University of Vienna since 
2015. From 2011 to 2014, he 
worked as a librarian at the 

Library for Astrophysics at the 
same university. 
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INIS at the Austrian Central Library for Physics and Chemistry Library 

In 2011, the Austrian INIS Centre moved from Seibersdorf to the Austrian Central Library for 
Physics and Chemistry Library (ZBP), part of the Vienna University Library. A long-standing 
relationship was established between the IAEA and the ZBP. Due to the United Nations “Atoms 
for Peace” resolution, the ZBP became a depository library for nuclear sciences. In 1955, the 
installation of an “atomic library” was initiated. The cornerstone was a donation of scientific 
literature from the USA, among which were also reports from the United States Atomic Energy 
Commission (USAEC).

The ZBP played an important role when the location for the IAEA in Vienna was chosen. One of 
the requirements for the future location was the existence of a well-equipped physics library that 
could provide information to IAEA staff until their own library could be established. Before the 
establishment of the IAEA, an international commission was formed to determine the 
completeness and relevance of the ZBP’s inventory. Among the members of the commission 
were Mr Homi Jenhangir Babha (president of International Conference on the Peaceful Uses of 
Atomic Energy) and Mr Merril Eisenbud, who was the first Health and Safety Chief of the United 
States Atomic Energy Commission.

Fig. 1. From left to right: Alexander Nevyjel, Alexander Zartl, Brigitte Kromp, Lilian Nowak, Tobias 
Zarka, Marcus Rössner. (not pictured: Nohemi Sosa Nevyjel)

During the following years, close collaboration between the IAEA and the ZBP was established. 
In 1996, the IAEA donated a complete collection of INIS full text NCL on microfiche to the ZBP. In 
2008, the handover of the NCL on CD-ROM and DVD followed. The ZBP Library serves as a 
depository for the INIS NCL Collection.

This sound relationship was important for the establishment of the Austrian INIS Centre at the 
ZBP in 2011.

INIS-Austria Today

With the relocation of the Austrian INIS Centre in 2011, Ms Brigitte Kromp, Head of ZBP, became 
the Austrian INIS Liaison Officer. Since then, searching and processing of NCL has intensified. 
The extensive archive of the ZBP makes it possible to provide users worldwide with access to the 
INIS NCL Collection. The main scope of INIS, however, has not changed during the last 45 years. 
Austrian national input is mostly comprised of conference papers and journals.
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The work environment continues to grow more complex and the legal framework for providing 
material to the INIS database is a challenge in today’s digital age. As shown in the following 
statistics, the annual national input ranges from 500 to 1000 records. The actual workload 
depends on the number of documents published nationally pertaining to INIS subject scope.

FIG.2. Number of Records per Year.
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