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AAEA: My Experience with INIS on the Occasion of its 45th 
Anniversary

My name is Nahla Nasr and I am Head of the Scientific 
Documentation Department at the Arab Atomic Energy Agency 
(AAEA). I have been the AAEA INIS Liaison Officer since September 
2009.

Since my tenure as ILO, I have prepared and submitted 131 records 
to the INIS Collection.

I received training on preparing input at the National Centre of 
Sciences & Nuclear Technologies in Tunisia (2009), the Syrian Atomic 
Energy Commission (2010), and the Egyptian Atomic Energy 
Authority (2012).

I participated in the 2010, 2012, and 2014 INIS Liaison Officer 
Meetings and the 2011 INIS Training Seminar. I prepare records using 
the Atom and Development bulletin which is issued periodically by the 
Arab Atomic Energy Agency four times a year. I have learned that 

journals are conventional literature (CL) that is commercially available through normal distribution 
channels, for example: booksellers, magazine trades, publishing houses. We are not requested 
to send copies of these publications to INIS. These are different from non-conventional literature 
(NCL) which is not readily available through normal or regular commercial channels (referred to 
as ‘grey’ literature), is difficult to locate and is available only from issuing organizations. Copies of 
the full text (in paper or electronic form) must be supplied to INIS with the bibliographic record. 
Books issued by the Arab Atomic Energy Agency are NCL. I have already submitted 12 NCLs as 
PDF files to the INIS Unit.

Usually NCL includes scientific and technical reports, conference papers, abstracts of conference 
proceedings, conference programs, theses, patents and technical brochures. For publications 
that contain several individual chapters, parts written by different authors or articles on different 
subjects, a monographic record (M level) has to be prepared for the complete publication. This is 
called the Lead Record. Analytical records then have to be prepared for the individual chapters of 
the publication. No Lead Record is needed for journal articles. If copies of NCL cannot be 
submitted to INIS, literary indicator x has to be assigned in the last sub-section of tag 008 to 
indicate that a copy has not been sent to INIS. Every record must be assigned at least one valid 
descriptor. Usually, every record contains between 5 and 10 descriptors from the INIS database. 
The record must contain an abstract as a summary of the information contained in the publication 
(maximum length 6000 characters). In addition to the English language abstract, one or more 
non-English abstracts may be provided. Each record has a Temporary Record Number (TRN), 
which is a unique number assigned to the record by the National Input Centre. TRN is changed to 
a permanent reference number (RN) after INIS processing.
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Initially, we received the INIS database on CD-ROM monthly and searched the files on them with 
the appropriate program (winSPIRS 5.0). WebSPIRS (Silver platter’s Information Retrieval 
System for the World Wide Web) lets us use a Web browser to search Silver Platter databases.

Since my participation in the 2011 INIS Training Seminar, I can now make searches on the INIS 
website. The Training Seminar concentrated on INIS input preparation, utilization of INIS 
products and services, and on promoting the system. After my participation in the Training 
Seminar, I learned more about input preparation and knew how to benefit from INIS products. 
When I returned to work, I created a link from the INIS website to the website of the Arab Atomic 
Energy Agency to promote INIS services directly from our organization.

To search for nuclear information from the INIS site, I search for those records in the INIS 
Collection using key words. Once the search is done, I expand some of the resulting records to 
verify where the terms and phrases are shown and then narrow my query by searching for 
specified phrases.

As for INIS electronic information exchange, it is possible to download files from INIS via the 
secure FTP server (example: latest updates of INIS Atomindex, electronic version of TRN/RN 
Cumulative Correspondence List, and software related to INIS activities). On the other hand I can 
put electronic versions of PDF files as an input corresponding to a Temporary Record Number
(TRN) and store them under the name of my organization (AAEA) using the IAEA FTP server. We 
can also find compressed files of the INIS software, FIBRE+, on the INIS FTP server and can 
download it using the Web browser.

The INIS Unit also informed us about the FileZilla Project Tutorial for INIS users. The FileZilla 
FTP utility is a user-friendly file transfer protocol client that allows easy handling of file transfers 
between computers. With Filezilla it is possible to upload files to an FTP server, download files 
from an FTP server and perform on-line editing of server files. I have already used this application 
to upload FTP files of AAEA publications.

Between 2009 and 2014, the Arab Atomic Energy Agency organized activities in Arab Countries 
in which I organized some promotional activity for INIS. I distributed INIS promotional materials 
(printed and electronic materials) to the participants and presented them in the showrooms of the 
conferences and meetings.

The Arab Atomic Energy Agency is organizing the Twelfth Arab Conference on the Peaceful 
Uses of Atomic Energy in collaboration with the Egyptian Atomic Energy Authority (Sharm El-
Sheikh, Arab Republic of Egypt: 16-20/5/2015) and INIS promotional materials will be distributed 
to the participants. In addition to that, I will do my best to submit a presentation about INIS, if it is 
accepted by the scientific committee of the conference.
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