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China: Review and Outlook of the Work of INIS

In 1984, China joined the IAEA and, hence, INIS. China has carried 
out the work of INIS for 30 years. Throughout these years, the China 
INIS Centre has had many achievements and has promoted 
international communication and cooperation in the field of nuclear 
scientific and technical information, which has become an integral part 
of China’s international cooperation on nuclear energy.

Review of the INIS work in China

The responsibilities of INIS are undertaken by CINIE:

The China INIS Centre is located at the China Institute of Nuclear 
Information & Economics (CINIE). As a research institute of nuclear 
industry soft science, CINIE is dedicated to the study, development 

and application of nuclear scientific and technical information, the study on strategic planning of 
nuclear industry development and management policies, on nuclear economics, on intellectual 
property rights and services, and on the editing and publishing of scientific and technical books, 
periodicals, and audio and video products, etc.

Since the first 53 items of input were 
submitted to the INIS Secretariat, the 
quantity of items submitted by China has 
steadily increased. Since 1995, the 
volume of input has kept steady at above 
3000 items, increasing to more than 3500 
items by 2010. At present, a total of 79 
617 items of input have been submitted to 
the INIS Secretariat. The quality of input 
submitted by China has been doing quite 
well, and has been praised by experts 
from the INIS Secretariat many times on 
different occasions.

Actively participating in communication and cooperation with the IAEA and INIS Member 
States:

Since joining INIS, China has actively participated in various INIS activities. Over the past 30 
years, CINIE has attended approximately 90 INIS meetings and training courses. In turn, we have 
received 30 visiting officials and technical personnel, including Mr Yuri Sokolov, a former Deputy 
Director General, Department of NE, IAEA, other officials from the INIS Secretariat, and INIS 
Liaison Officers from other Member States. Mutual understanding and learning were promoted 
and talents of literature processing were developed through communication with the IAEA and 
INIS Member States. Most of the staff who participated in INIS training courses have become the 
backbone of INIS. Meanwhile, INIS activities also promoted the technical development of 
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domestic information institutions and libraries in the nuclear field.

Establishing the China INIS website to promote INIS:

The China INIS Center developed its first website in 2006 to better promote INIS. Having the 
website server located at the China INIS Centre made it convenient for domestic users to access 
the website. The Chinese interface and information, as well as the function of Chinese-English 
retrieval, also attracted domestic users. In addition to the INIS database on the Internet, other 
information resources, such as the China nuclear scientific and technical literature database, can 
also be searched.

At present, there are over 3700 users of the China INIS website from institutes and universities in 
the nuclear field, nuclear power plants and governmental bodies. Most of them find the website 
by searching information via the Internet. They learn about INIS and then become users of INIS.

Digging more deeply into INIS resources

Several new resources were developed using the INIS database and the China nuclear scientific 
and technical literature database in order to satisfy various user demands.

Data in different subjects and fields were selected from the INIS database to develop a special 
subject database, such as the database of radioactive waste management, reactor engineering 
and nuclear power, etc., which allows users quick access to precise information.

In addition, electronic journals were created by selecting certain NCL and then classifying and 
translating them into Chinese (title). For example, as the main reactor types in China are PWR 
and HWR, full text articles of NCL about the design, construction, operation experiences and 
safety of those reactor types were selected to make the electronic Journal of Nuclear Power.

Development and outlook of INIS

With the rapid development of the Internet, information resources are available in digital form. 
Some nuclear technology literature can be found via the Internet in addition to that found in INIS.

But the authoritative position of INIS cannot be replaced. The INIS Collection is made possible 
through cooperation between 154 INIS Members, in which data is processed and indexed on a 
regular basis according to INIS standards. The coverage of literature and quality of data cannot 
be matched by other databases in the nuclear field.

We firmly believe that INIS plays an active role in the promotion of peaceful uses of nuclear 
energy. INIS promotes processing and communication of scientific literature, keeping in mind its 
use as the final purpose. INIS members should carry out flexible promotional activities, highlight 
benefits for current and potential users, dig out valuable information from the INIS database and 
meet individual user demands. The overriding priority should be the peaceful use of nuclear 
energy and INIS resources should be utilized to the maximum.

We are sailing in the same boat and the China INIS Center would like to be powerful rowers in 
creating a stronger INIS.
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FIG. 2. Homepage of China INIS website.
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