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Croatian Capacity for Management of the NPP Krsko  
Radioactive Waste 

Together with Slovenia, Croatia is responsible for management of the 
NPP Krško radioactive waste and spent fuel. So far, no firm agreement 
on specific solutions has been reached between the two countries. On 
the contrary, all activities related to revision and development of the 
joint Program of the NPP decommissioning and spent fuel and radioac-
tive waste management were discontinued several years ago.
Unless Slovenia and Croatia definitely agree on joint solutions in the 
meantime, Croatia will have to begin transfer of one half of the NPP 
Krško spent fuel and radioactive waste into its territory in about nine 
years. Presently, however, Croatian capacities for such an undertaking 
are seriously inadequate in several respects, and they are not developing 
in any promising way.

For no rational reason, this state of the Croatian capacities has been maintained (recently even deterio-
rating in some respects) for at least a decade, disregarding also for at least two years the explicit require-
ments of the EU Directive 2011/70/EURATOM aimed at establishing a Community framework for the 
responsible and safe management of spent fuel and radioactive waste. 
In fall of 2012, Fund for financing the NPP Krško decommissioning and spent fuel and radioactive waste 
disposal was appointed as the Croatian expert organization for revision and development of the program 
of these same activities it had originally been supposed only to finance. In 2013 the Fund expanded its 
activities to a low-profile attempt at revitalization of the Croatian radioactive waste repository project, 
although the Fund is not yet properly capacitated for either of these tasks. 
The above is hardly in compliance with the Directive requirements, such as to establish “a national legisla-
tive, regulatory and organisational framework” “that allocates responsibility... between relevant compe-
tent bodies”. The lack of competent experts in the field appears to affect the quality of Croatian legislative 
and regulatory capacity as well. That is clearly seen in the recently amended Croatian basic law on nuclear 
safety and radiation protection, which actually presents a step backward in the radioactive waste disposal 
regulation, although this should have been its prime concern in the present circumstances.
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