
Around the Laboratories 

CERN 
New cooperation 
agreement with China 

As preparations gather momentum 
for its LHC proton collider to be built 
in the 27-kilometre LEP tunnel, 
CERN is encouraging increased in
ternational involvement in the project, 
both for the machine itself and for the 
experiments which will use it. 

Earlier this year, the successful To
wards the LHC Experimental Pro
gramme' meeting at Evian-les-Bains 
staged the first public presentations 
of ideas for LHC experiments. With 
this meeting showing the remarkable 
level of world interest in this physics, 
top-level CERN delegations subse
quently scheduled overseas trips to 
Russia and to Japan to stimulate fur
ther interest in the LHC experimental 
programme. At these meetings, spe
cially-arranged seminars provided a 
reciprocal picture of ongoing projects 
and plans, and the fruitful in situ dis
cussions are now being followed up. 

Latest venue was Beijing, China, in 
October, bringing together about 100 
physicists from all over China, includ
ing four from Taiwan. The Beijing 
seminar covered current perspec
tives in physics, together with devel
opments around the LHC machine 
and experiments on the CERN side. 
On the Chinese side, presentations 
highlighted the remarkable progress 
at the BEPC Beijing electron-positron 
collider, together with important work 
on new materials and in magnetic 
field measurements. 

After full plenary presentations, the 
main meeting broke up into more de
tailed parallel sessions on specific 
accelerator and detector develop
ments. In the latter, Chinese experi
ence in manufacturing crystals of 
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fluoride salts could go on to play an 
important role for electromagnetic 
calorimetry for LHC experiments. 

During the top-level CERN delega
tion's visit to Beijing, a new coopera
tion agreement was signed between 
the Chinese government and CERN. 
This complements the July 1991 ac
cord with the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences and further consolidates 
existing Sino-CERN scientific and 
technical cooperation. 

The signing of the new agreement 
was attended by State Councillor and 
Chairman of the State Science and 
Technology Commission (SSTC) 
Song Jian, SSTC Vice Minister 
Rongzheng Hui, Director General of 
the Chinese International Coopera
tion Department Wang Shaogi, and 
Beijing Institute for High Energy 
Physics Directors Shouxian Fang 
and Zheng Zhi-Peng, together with 
CERN Director General Carlo 
Rubbia, CERN Research Director 
Walter Hoogland, and L3 spokesman 
Sam Ting. 

The new agreement reflects the 
growing links between China and 
CERN, which date back to 1973. In 
the late 1970s, Chinese participation 
began in several major experiments, 

but collaboration expanded quickly in 
the 1980s with the advent of LEP, 
where both the Aleph and L3 experi
ments attracted strong Chinese con
tingents, bringing valuable contribu
tions. More than 100 Chinese 
physicists are currently working at 
CERN. Stemming largely from the 
existing involvement in the L3 experi
ment at CERN's LEP electron-posi
tron collider, China has a strong rep
resentation on the L3P LHC Letter of 
Intent. 

On the machine side, Chinese ac
celerator physicists have made major 
contributions at CERN to the design 
of the ACOL Antiproton Collector and 
LHC. Their rapidly acquired expertise 
played a key role in the design and 
construction of the BEPC machine at 
Beijing. 

SUPERCOLLIDER 
Update 

After the oscillations in the financial 
fortunes of the US Superconducting 
Supercollider (SSC) this summer, a 
compromise bill was passed in 
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