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On 22 April a forward-looking 
CERN also looked back for a day, 
when the 'SC-33' event reviewed 
the achievements of CERN's first 
machine, the 600 MeV Synchro-
Cyclotron (SC), which closed down 
on 17 December after 33 years of 
valiant service (December 1990, 
page 7). 

Many of those who had built and 
operated the SC or had used the 
machine during their research car
eers, including several pioneers 
f rom the early days, participated in 
an all-day seminar recalling the ma
chine's career and sketching its 
varied physics contributions. The 
proceedings will be published in a 
special issue of 'Physics Reports'. 

Introducing the seminar, CERN 
Director General Carlo Rubbia attri
buted to Enrico Fermi the choice of 
600 MeV for the SC energy, and 
went on to describe how the SC's 
illustrious scientific traditions will 
live on. The ISOLDE on-line isotope 
separator, catering for several 
hundred scientists, will f ind a new 
home at CERN's 1 GeV Booster 
machine, which has capacity to 
handle extra particles. The ISOLDE 
studies will benefit f rom the higher 
energy and pulsed operation of the 
Booster. 

Wi th the achievements firmly set 
in perspective, the evening cere
mony underlined the sagacity of 
the early decision to provide CERN 
with multiple machines. 

'Our founding fathers had great 
wisdom when they decided in June 
1952 to build two accelerators 
rather than one,' affirmed CERN's 
Director General. 'The SC was pri
marily intended to bridge the gap 
until the more ambitious 28 GeV 

Proton Synchrotron would be ready 
in the 1960s. It was thought of as 
a tool for training European physi
cists who were largely unaccus
tomed to working with particle ac
celerators,' he continued. 'Original
ly it was believed that the SC 
would play - scientifically speaking 
- only a subordinate role to the PS. 
However the results exceeded all 
expectations.' 

Although the SC always oper
ated as a stand-alone machine and 
never formed part of CERN's in
creasingly complex interconnecting 
particle beam systems, the ISOLDE 
on-line isotope separator, one of 
the SC's most scientifically prolific 
ventures, will soon reappear in a 
different setting in a new exper
imental area being constructed at 
the 1 GeV Booster. 

'This is a good illustration of the 
advantages brought about at CERN 
by a synergy of accelerator re
sources on the same site,' pointed 
out Rubbia. 

CERN Council Chairman Sir Wi l 
liam Mitchell emphasized the long 
career of a successful accelerator. 
'If there are those who think that 
once the first experiment on a new 
machine is done, that's it, they 
should be here today.' 

As son of Albert Picot, who pro
vided much of the political driving 
force behind the movement to 
establish the future CERN in Gene
va, Frangois Picot was well qualif
ied to describe the ambivalent 
mood of the early 1950s and re
trace the sometimes rocky path 
which finally led to the Organiza
tion's establishment in Geneva. 

Finally Bernard Ziegler, President 
of Geneva's Conseil d'Etat, recalled 
the strange quasi-coincidence of 
the SC's commissioning and the 
launch of the Soviet Sputnik satel
lite, a foretaste of the interplay be
tween the physics of the macro-

and micro-cosmos which is the 
hallmark of the physics of today. 
He also underlined Geneva's pride 
in providing the home for what has 
become such a famous venture. 

A special symposium at CERN in April sur
veyed the accomplishments of the 600 MeV 
Synchro-Cyclotron, CERN's first particle ac
celerator, which provided its first beams in 
1957 and was finally closed last December. 
At the symposium Franco Bonaudi des
cribed the machine itself. 
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