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Exchange visits offer a bundle of benefits, well beyond just acquiring information. The value 
of exchange visits of stakeholders in the education and training processes in the area of 
radiation protection and safety culture is demonstrated on the activities performed within the 
EC projects NERIS-TP and PREPARE under the umbrella of the European NERIS Platform. 
The technical visits to the affected regions of Belarus close to Chernobyl NPP as well as 
Fukushima Mission 2013 on the FAIRDO and ISAP 2013 in Japan illustrate well the methods 
of wide range of stakeholders engagement and involvement in the area of radiation control 
and practical radiological culture and their benefit in the education and training process. 
These visits have created common understanding, relationships forged in the hardships of 
shared experience, commitments to new approaches, and friendships as foundation for 
future networking. Technical visits allowed Slovak stakeholders and Belorussian hosts to 
focus time and attention on a topic, learning deeply, sharing ideas, and assessing the 
relevance of new approaches in the area of the post-accident management and rehabilitation 
with the main goal of improvement both national and local plans for preparedness and 
recovery. The essential information came alive, in dialog, was detailed in response to specific 
queries, conversations were enriched by the perspective of distance and difference. The 
chance to look behind the scenes, to get acquainted with real people, understanding their 
problems and achievements have created inspiration to keep working and launch new 
initiatives in both countries. The shared experiences of all participants will contribute to the 
enhancement of nuclear or radiological emergency preparedness and post-accident recovery 
and will make the process of stakeholders involvement at all levels from local through 
regional to the national more complex, comprehensive and meaningful. The experiences 
from the process of overcoming the consequences of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster 
using the post-Chemobyl experience have confirmed the importance of the improvement 
both national and local plans for preparedness and recovery. The technical or study visits for 
education and training purpose are valuable in the process of enhancement of the radiation 
protection and safely culture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


