
People and things 

Ernest Courant. 

American Physical Society Prizes Nuclear Theory in Washington 

The American Physical Society's 
Prizes for this year include: the 
Tom W. Bonner Prize to Vernon 
Hughes of Yale for his contribu
tions to fundamental measure
ments, particularly using high ener
gy polarized electron beams; the 
W.K.H. Panofsky Prize to Michael 
Witherell of UC Santa Barbara for 
his role in the detection and analy
sis of charmed particles; the J.J. 
Sakurai Prize to Toichiro Kinoshita 
of Cornell for the formalism behind 
precision tests of quantum electro
dynamics and electroweak theory; 
and the Robert R. Wilson Prize to 
Kjell Johnsen of CERN for his lead
ing role in the design, construction 
and performance of CERN's Inter
secting Storage Rings. 

An Institute for Nuclear Theory has 
been established at the University 
of Washington, with major funding 
from the US Department of Energy. 
The Institute will host 3-6 month 
programmes 0/3 topics of current 
interest in nuclear physics, empha
sizing the relationships to exper
imental physics and to neighbour
ing disciplines, beginning with 
quarks in nuclei (March-June) and 
nuclear astrophysics (June-Septem
ber). The director is counselled by 
a National Advisory Committee -
Gerald E. Brown (Stony Brook), 
Gordon Baym (Illinois), Torleif Eric-
son (CERN), Maurice Goldhaber 

On 6 February Polish President Wojciech 
Jaruzelski of Poland visited CERN, where 
he was greeted by Director General Carlo 
Rubbia (right). 

Ernest Courant retires 

brookhaven accelerator specialist 
Ernest Courant formally retired on 
1 January. Arriving at the Labora
tory in 1947, he went on to make 
important contributions to the 3 
GeV Cosmotron, the world's lar
gest particle accelerator when it 
came on line in 1952. In that year 
Courant, with Stanley Livingston 
and Hartland Snyder, proposed the 
strong focusing principle which re
volutionized the design of high en
ergy proton machines then on the 
drawing board at Brookhaven and 
at CERN, and went on to become a 
cornerstone of modern accelerator 
technology. He continues to be in
volved in ongoing projects, includ
ing Brookhaven's proposed RHIC 
heavy ion collider, and the US Su
perconducting Supercollider (SSC). 
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US President's budget - funds for RHIC.... 

(Brookhaven), M. Gyulassy (Berkel
ey), Franco lachello (Yale), Steven 
Koonin (Caltech), Art McDonald 
(Chalk River), John Negele (MIT) J. 
D. Walecka (CEBAF), Frank Wilc-
zek (Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton), and Lincoln Wolfenstein 
(Carnegie-Mellon). While a perma
nent Director is being sought, the 
Institute's interim director is Ernest 
M. Henley. 

CERN School of Physics 

This year's CERN School of Phy
sics, organized jointly by the Uni
versity of the Balearic Islands 
(Spain), the Spanish Interministerial 
Commission for Science and Tech
nology (CICYT) and CERN, will be 
held in Mallorca from 16-29 Sep
tember. Its aim is to teach aspects 
of high energy physics at the most 
up-to-date level to young exper
imentalists, mainly from CERN 
Member States. Emphasis is tradi
tionally on theoretical physics, but 
this year will include a basic course 
on accelerator physics as well as a 
review of recent LEP results. Furth
er information from Ms S.M. Tracy, 
1990 CERN School of Physics, 
CERN, 1211 Geneva 23, Switzer
land, phone Geneva 767 2724, fax 
782 3011, or bitnet tracy at 
cernvm.cern.ch . Application dead
line is 30 May. 

Lady Renie Adams, wife of the late Sir John 
Adams, cuts the cake at the 30th birthday 
party for CERN's PS proton synchrotron, 
built by John Adams' talented team in the 
1950s and still the kingpin of CERN's high 
energy particle beam system. With her, left 
to right; Gordon Munday, PS Division Leader 
1973-81; Peter Standley, Division Leader 
1965-72; PS pioneer Wolfgang Schnell; and 
Roy Billinge, Division Leader from 1982. 

(Photo CERN 436.12.89) 

Funding to start construction of 
Brookhaven's Relativistic Heavy 
Ion Collider (RHIC) has been in
cluded in the budget proposal 
for fiscal year 1991 that Presi
dent George Bush submitted to 
Congress on 29 January. 

Designed to provide colliding 
beams of heavy nuclei at ultra-
relatiyistic energies, RHIC has 
long been a high-priority initia
tive of the US nuclear physics 
community. When completed, 
the two ring, superconducting 
collider will use the Tandem-
Booster-AGS complex at Brook
haven as injector, and will collide 
beams of ion species throughout 
the periodic table, covering a 
wide range of energies. The top 
beam energy for gold ions will 
be 100 GeV/nucleon. If ap
proved by Congress, the funding 
would provide a total of $397 

million for construction over six 
years. Roughly one-quarter of 
this total will go for detectors. 
The requested amount for fiscal 
year 1991 (beginning this Octo
ber) is $ 15M for construction 
and an additional $6.8M for 
R&D. 

...and increased 
funding for SSC 
President Bush's budget request 
also includes $318 million for 
the Superconducting Supercollid
er to be built in Ellis County, 
Texas, up some 40 per cent 
from the initial funding in the 
current financial year. $169 mil
lion of this is earmarked for con
struction work, the remainder to 
support research and develop
ment, mainly for superconduct
ing magnets. 
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