
Andrei Dimitrievich Sakharov 1921-1989 

Andrei Dimitrievich Sakharov, 

talented and versatile scientist, 

fearless activist and staunch 

proponent of human rights, fig

urehead for Soviet perestroika, 

described in the citation for his 

1975 Nobel Peace Prize as 

'spokesman for the conscience 

of mankind', died on 14 Decem

ber. 

Beginning research at Lenin

grad's Lebedev Institute in 1945 

under Igor Tamm, he first came 

to prominence with his early 

1950s contributions to thermo

nuclear fusion with Tamm, in

cluding the idea to contain plas

ma in a magnetic 'bottle', later 

to become known as the toka-

mak. For his fusion work he be

came an Academician in 1953 

at the age of only 32, the youn

gest ever to be so honoured. 

On the particle physics front, 

his contributions included the 

suggestion that the asymmetry 

of matter and antimatter in the 

Universe could reflect the deli

cate violation of charge-parity 

(CP) symmetry in the weak nu

clear interactions, applications of 

the quark model, and pioneer 

ideas in the quantum theory of 

gravity. 

He was not able to receive his 

Nobel Award in person. From 

1980, during his exile in Gorki, 

he tried to keep in touch with 

developments in science, receiv

ing physics literature, including 

the CERN Courier, by registered 

mail. 

With the new direction in So

viet policy he reemerged as a 

popular champion in the USSR. 

Last year, accompanied by his 

wife Elena Bonner, he embarked 

on a visit of major world physics 

Laboratories. 

In a message entitled 'The re

sponsibility of scientists' to a 

1981 New York meeting in his 

honour, he wrote 'scientists are 

not only better informed than 

the average person, but also 

strive for and enjoy more 

independence and freedom. 

Freedom, however, entails re

sponsibility'. With steadfast ide

als and indomitable courage, 

Sakharov never shirked this 

duty. 
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People and 
things 

CERN elections and appointments 

At its December meetings, CERN 

Council elected C. Lopez, Rector of 

the Autonomous University of Ma

drid, and E. W.J. Mitchell, Chairman 

of the UK Science and Engineering 

Research Council, as Vice-Presi

dents, and Chris Llewellyn-Smith of 

Oxford as Chairman of the Science 

Policy Committee. 

In 1990, the CERN Directorate 

consists of Research Directors 

Pierre Darriulat, Walter Hoogland 

and John Thresher; Gunther Plass 

as Director of Accelerators; 

Georges Viands as Head of Admin

istration; and Hans Hoffmann as Di

rector for Technical and Adminis

trative Tasks. 

This reflects a reorganization at 

divisional level into research, accel

erator and technical administration 

sectors: Theoretical Physics (Lead

er, John Ellis), Experimental Physics 

(Jim Allaby), Electronics Facilities 

(Pier G. Innocenti), Computing 

Centre (David 0. Williams), Me

chanical Technologies (Gerard Ba-

chy), Proton Synchrotron (Roy Bil-

linge), SPS and LEP (Lyndon 

Evans), Accelerator Technologies 

(Horst Wenninger), Technical Ser

vices (Fritz Ferger), Administrative 

Support (Frans Heyn), Personnel 

(Georges Michel), Finance (Andre 

Naudi), Technical Inspection and 

Safety Commission (Keith Potter), 

Pension Fund (Christian Cuenoud). 

On people 

John S. Toll, Chancellor Emeritus 

of the University of Maryland and 

long-time member of US federal 

Andrei Sakharov in his Gorki apartment in 

1985. 
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