
Around the Laboratories 

SUPERCOLLIDER 
Endorsement 
Coinciding wi th the magnet selec
tion decision for the US Supercon
ducting Super Collider (the high 
field design, see November 1985 
issue, page 383), many of the lead

i n g figures of the US particle phy
sics community were together at 
the home of the SSC Central De
sign Group at Berkeley. A meeting, 
organized by Jack Sandweiss 
(Chairman of HEPAP) and Jim 
Cronin (Chairman of the Division 
of Particles and Fields), reviewed 
progress on the SSC project. 

A t the conclusion of the meeting, 
the fol lowing statement received 
the support of the participants: 

'As a group wi th varied respon
sibilities within the US high energy 
physics community, we wish to 
emphasize the vital importance of 
the Superconducting Super Collider 
(SSC) for the future of elementary 
particle physics. An accelerator 
probing the several TeV mass 
,cale by the mid-1990s is indis

pensable for continuing the remark
able recent progress in under
standing the fundamental structure 
of matter. 

The Department of Energy's 
contribution to the SSC R&D effort 

recently achieved a major mile
stone wi th the selection of the 
magnet type to be used in the SSC 
design. This is the most important 
part of a larger R&D effort that to 
date has met or surpassed all goals 
originally set, placing the project 
in position to achieve a completed 
accelerator by the mid-1990s. 
However, to maintain this date as 
a realistic target, increased SSC 
R&D funding is a necessity. Such 
increased support is also required 
to involve industry substantially in 
the design and fabrication of the 
SSC components at an early stage 
so that completion of the SSC by 
the mid-1990s will be a realistic 
goal. 

Under the coordination of the 
Central Design Group, high energy 
physics Laboratories, universities, 
and industry have worked together 
on a nationwide basis. The suc
cess of this unique collaborative 
effort reflects a widespread appre
ciation of the importance of the 
SSC. 

W e understand the need for 
further discussion on project ap
proval and the responsibilities the 
projected costs imply. W e also 
recognize the need for increased 
international collaboration and the 
importance of providing the SSC 
funds without adverse effects on 

other basic sciences. Recognizing 
all these considerations, we urge 
that great emphasis be given to 
the effort to make the SSC a real
ity. 

In the past 15 years, a vast 
amount of experimental data on 
the strong, weak, and electromag
netic interactions has been under
stood in terms of a set of consti
tuent particles and a well defined 
theory of their interactions. Present 
knowledge indicates a further syn
thesis at high energies wi th import
ant implications for an under
standing of the very large scale 
structure of the universe as well 
as for the very small. Such a syn
thesis has observable conse
quences in the multi-TeV mass 
range. The SSC is essential for 
exploring the new energy region 
and will reveal fundamental aspects 
of this synthesis.' 

The list of 57 names of those 
endorsing the statement, f rom 
Abolins thru Zeller, reads like a 
'Who 's W h o ' of US particle phy
sics. 

A galaxy of US particle physics stars were 
at a meeting at Berkeley to review and 
enthusiastically endorse the 
Superconducting Super Collider project. 
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