
People and things 

are the most prominent, according to 
the Royal Swedish Academy of 
Sciences, which awards the Nobel 
prizes. 

Chandrasekhar's work deals wi th 
a large number of features in stellar 
evolution. A major contribution is the 
study of the stability problem in di
fferent phases of the evolution. In 
recent years he has studied relativis
ts effects, which become of impor
tance because of the extreme con
ditions arising during the later stages 
of stellar evolution. Chandrasekhar's 
possibly best-known achievement, 
accomplished when he was in his 
20s, is the study of the structure of 
white dwarfs. These earlier investi
gations have gained renewed inter
est in recent years wi th the advent of 
space research and modern astro
nomical techniques. 

Fowler's work deals wi th the nu
clear reactions which take place in 
the stars during their evolution. In 
addition to generating the energy 
which is radiated, they are of impor
tance because they lead to the for
mation of the chemical elements 
f rom the original matter, which chief
ly consists of the lightest element, 
hydrogen. Fowler has done exten
sive work on the experimental study 
of nuclear reactions of astrophysical 
interest, as well as carrying out the
oretical calculations. Together wi th a 
number of co-workers, he de
veloped, during the 1950s, a theory 
of the formation of the chemical ele
ments in the universe. 

On 23 October, Viktor Weisskopf 
celebrated his 75th birthday at a small 
gathering in the CERN Theory Division, 
where he has been spending some time 
this year. Many friends were there to 
express their heartfelt wishes for many 
more happy returns. 

On people 

Among the physicists receiving 
the prestigious US National Medals 
of Science from President Reagan 
this year were Yoichiro Nambu of 
the Enrico Fermi Institute, Chicago, 
and Edward Teller. 

Theorist Abraham Pais of Rocke
feller won the 1983 American 
Institute of Physics — US Steel 

Foundation Science Writing Award 
for his book 'Subtle is the Lord: 
The Science and Life of Albert 
Einstein 

First recipients of the new Tomalla 
Prize for work in Gravitation and 
Cosmology are Subrahmanyan 
Chandrasekhar of Chicago, and 
Soviet theorist Andrei Sakharov. 
The prize, established by a German 
industrialist, will henceforth be 
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Accelerator physicist Godfrey Saxon retired 
from Daresbury Laboratory earlier this year. 

awarded every two or three years. 
The first awards will be made in 
Zurich in January. Professor Chan-
drasekhar also shares the 1983 
Nobel Physics Prize (see page 
431). 

Godfrey Saxon retires 

Accelerator physicist Godfrey 
Saxon has retired from the Dares-
bury Laboratory. He began his car
eer with Metropolitan-Vickers 
where he worked on radio and 
radar techniques. In the late 40s 
these techniques were applied to 
pioneering work on small linear 
accelerators used for cancer treat
ment. This resulted in the installa
tion of many such linacs around 
the world and led to larger ma
chines for scientific use, culminat
ing in the first DESY injector in the 
early 60s. He also worked on Al
varez proton linacs for the first 

CERN injector and for the PLA at 
the Rutherford Laboratory. 

He joined Daresbury in 1964 
and expanded his interests to in
clude electron synchrotrons and 
storage rings, making major con
tributions to the 5 GeV NINA 
synchrotron and the 2 GeV SRS 
storage ring. He will not be inactive 
in retirement, becoming a consul
tant for LEP, for the European Syn
chrotron Radiation Project, Rolls 
Royce Ltd., the Daresbury SRS 
and the SOR-Ring facility at 
Okazaki in Japan. 

Kurt Symanzik 

Kurt Symanzik of the University of 
Hamburg and DESY died on 
25 October at the age of 59. 
During his life, this eminent theorist 
made many important contributions 
to quantum field theories. A tribute 
will appear in our next edition. 

Pocket accelerator 

A portable 8 MeV electron linac 
has been developed at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory with a view 
to applications in radiography, par
ticularly in the area of non-destruc
tive examinations in the construc
tion industry. The electron beam 
produces X-rays from a metal tar
get and can also provide a beam 
of neutrons. The X-rays or neu
trons are used for radiography. 
The accelerator can be dismantled 
and transported in sections by two 
men. It will run off normal mains 
supply and is robust enough to 
operate under extreme climatic 
conditions. 

At Stanford, two new beamlines 
are to be added to the SPEAR ring 
to provide additional facilities for 
basic research using synchrotron 

radiation. As well as electron-posi
tron collisions for particle physics, 
the SPEAR ring is also operated 
with electron beams, providing 
synchrotron radiation. This 
research is co-ordinated by the 
Stanford Synchrotron Radiation 
Laboratory. 

1984 CERN School of Physics 

Organized in collaboration with the 
University of Bergen, the 1984 
CERN School of Physics will be 
held from 11-24 June at Loftus/ 
Hardanger, Norway. The School 
is intended for young experimental 
physicists with at least one year 
of research experience, and aims 
to teach various aspects of high 
energy physics, especially theory. 
Completed application forms, ac
companied by a letter of support 
from the applicant's supervisor 
and a summary of present work 
(about 100 words, in English) 
should reach the CERN Scientific 
Conference Secretariat before 
23 March 1984. Further informa
tion and application forms available 
from: D.A. Caton, Scientific 
Conference Secretariat, CERN, 
1211 Geneva 23, Switzerland. 
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