
Advising the CERN COURIER 

by Maurice Jacob 
(retiring Chairman of the CERN COURIER Advisory Panel) 

As an experiment, a 'CERN COURIER 
Advisory Panel' was set up t w o 
years ago by the then Research Di
rector General, Leon Van Hove. The 
Panel Members were Ugo Amaldi , 
Kurt Hubner, Maurice Jacob (Chair
man) and Egil Lillest0l. This Panel has 
now been granted continuing status. 
Jacques Prentki replaces Maurice Ja
cob as Chairman, Jim Allaby re
places Ugo Amaldi, and visitor Jim 
Cronin comes in during his extended 
stay at CERN. 

CERN COURIER is unique. It is now 
an international journal serving the 
whole high energy physics commun
ity, having moved far f rom its initial 
conception as the CERN 'house jour
nal ' . This international role emerged 
at the New Orleans meeting of Labo
ratory Directors in 1975, when it 
was decided ' to expand the COU
RIER coverage to give a balanced 
view of global activities in the high 
energy physics f ie ld ' . 

The COURIER is widely read. The 
latest survey indicated that it is con
sulted regularly by about 60 0 0 0 
people, a large number of whom read 
the magazine from cover to cover. Its 
aim is to promote high enery physics 
while looking at the field in a rather 
broad context, mentioning also tech
nological achievements originating 
f rom, or relevant to , particle physics, 
and presenting interesting as
sociated developments f rom other 
fields of physics. A special effort is 
made to cover milestone events 
such as major conferences and an
niversaries, which provide good op
portunities to survey progress and 
development in this frontier field of 
research. 

In 1982, each issue contained on 
average 44 pages, half of which car
ried advertisements. Ten issues are 
published each year, and the journal 
is unusual in that it is published in 
parallel English (12 0 0 0 copies), and 
French (6 0 0 0 copies) editions. The 
English edition caters generally for 
the international readership while the 
French translation is fol lowed by the 
large staff of non-physicists at 
CERN, most of whom are French 
speaking, and in the French speaking 
region which hosts the CERN Labora
tory. 

The printing and distribution costs 
of the journal are covered by income 
from the advertisements. Requests 
to receive CERN COURIER therefore 
can be accepted free of charge. (For 
details, see inside front cover.) 

Following the New Orleans meet
ing, several Laboratories have been 
acting as distribution centres. The 
distribution of each edition of the 
journal is a complex, but smoothly 
running affair, involving a series of 
interlocking consignments outwards 
f rom CERN to regional distribution 
centres and the readers. An effort is 
being made to tighten this up so that 
readers will receive their copies wi th 

a minimum of delay. 
An extensive network of corre

spondents in Laboratories all over 
the wor ld (see inside front cover) 
helps to keep the editors abreast of 
the news. However the editors have 
considerable independence and re
sponsibility in judging the balance 
and tone of the coverage. Frequently 
this involves broad decisions on the 
overall presentation of the field, and 
on the mix of information coming 
f rom different sources. The publica
tion of an article in the COURIER does 
not imply any approval of its content 
by the CERN Management. 

A considerable effort is made to 
achieve a reasonable balance in the 
news coming f rom different Labo
ratories, despite an uneven stream of 
incoming information. This is largely 
reflected in the 'Around the Labo
ratories' section, although bigger ar
ticles about specific Laboratories are 
sometimes elevated to feature sta
tus. Of the major Laboratories, CERN 
is the most prominent, but there is 
still extensive coverage of the major 
US Laboratories, and of Europe's 
other large Laboratory at DESY, 
Hamburg, thanks to active corre
spondents. 

The reader will rarely find a repre
sentative balance in any one particu
lar issue — indeed some issues may 
even appear 'polarized'. But aver
aged over several months, the bal
ance is apparent. 

During the first t w o years of its 
existence, the Advisory Panel under
stood its major task as improving the 
contact between the editors and the 
physics community, and helping to 
maintain a good balance of informa
t ion. The Panel provided advice and 
comment but did not act at all as a 
refereeing body, leaving the editors 
wi th the journalistic freedom which 
should be theirs. 

The Panel has also commissioned 
contributions f rom personalities, and 
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