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Intergovernmental organisation activities 

European Atomic Energy Community 

Adopted legally binding instruments 

Council Directive 2014/87/Euratom of 8 July 2014 amending Directive 2009/71/Euratom 
establishing a Community framework for the nuclear safety of nuclear installations1 

The nuclear safety framework of the European Union (EU) has been significantly 
reinforced with the adoption on 8 July 2014 of Council Directive 2014/87/Euratom, 
which amends the 2009 Nuclear Safety Directive.2 The revised directive takes 
account of the lessons learned from the accident at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant in 2011, as well as of the outcomes of the subsequent stress tests of EU 
nuclear installations, carried out in 2011 and 2012.  

Although it remains based on the principles enshrined in the 2009 directive, the 
revised directive includes several major achievements. It introduces a high-level 
EU-wide nuclear safety objective that aims to reduce the risks of a nuclear accident, 
and, should an accident occur, to limit its consequences by avoiding radioactive 
releases. This objective addresses the safety of the entire lifecycle of nuclear 
installations, i.e. siting, design, construction, commissioning, operation and 
decommissioning.  

Licence holders are required to carry out regular safety reassessments of nuclear 
installations, under the supervision of the competent regulatory authority, with a 
view to identifying further safety improvements, taking into account, inter alia, 
ageing issues. National on-site emergency preparedness and response arrangements 
are also enhanced.  

The directive promotes moreover an effective nuclear safety culture through 
management systems, education and training by the operator, thereby 
complementing its more technical provisions.  

In addition, the provisions of the 2009 directive on the independence of the 
national regulatory authorities are strengthened. EU member states are required to 
ensure that the regulatory authorities have the appropriate means and 
competencies to properly carry out the responsibilities assigned to them. In 
particular, they should have sufficient legal powers, sufficient staffing and sufficient 
financial resources for the proper discharge of the assigned responsibilities. 

Exchange of experiences and common application of high nuclear safety 
standards are well reinforced with the setting up of a European system of peer 
reviews on specific safety issues. The first topical peer reviews will start in 2017 and 
subsequent reviews will take place at least every six years thereafter. The 
requirement for EU member states to arrange for periodic self-assessments of their 
national framework and competent regulatory authorities at least every ten years is 
moreover maintained, as the one to invite, at least every ten years, an international 

                                                      
1. Official Journal of the European Union (OJ), L 219 (25 July 2014), p. 42-52. 
2. Council Directive 2009/71/Euratom of 25 June 2009 establishing a Community framework 

for the nuclear safety of nuclear installations, OJ L 172 (2 July 2009), p. 18. 
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peer review of relevant segments of their national framework and competent 
regulatory authorities. 

The directive also enhances further transparency on nuclear safety matters. The 
provisions on the information to be provided to the general public are more specific 
as regards the type of information to be given.  

The directive entered into force on 14 August 2014. EU member states will have 
three years to incorporate it into national legislation. 

Commission Implementing Decision of 13 June 2014 on a Strategy for a Community 
Cooperation Programme on Nuclear Safety (2014-2020)3 

Commission Implementing Decision of 13 June 2014 on the Instrument for Nuclear Safety 
Cooperation Multiannual Indicative Programme (2014-2017)4 

The Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation sets the legal framework for the 
external co-operation of the Euratom Community in this field, with the objective of 
contributing to the global challenge of improving nuclear safety.  

Article 5 of the Regulation establishing the new Instrument for Nuclear Safety 
Cooperation for the period 2014-2020,5 as adopted by the Council of the European 
Union on 13 December 2013, provides that co-operation under this instrument is to 
be implemented on the basis of a general multiannual strategy paper for a period of 
up to seven years. 

Article 6 of the same regulation lays down that multiannual indicative 
programmes are to be drawn up on the basis of a strategy paper for a period of two 
to four years in order to define priority areas selected for financing, the specific 
objectives, the expected results, the performance indicators and the indicative 
financial allocations. 

In accordance with these articles, the European Commission has adopted on 
13 June 2014 the Strategy for a Community Cooperation Programme on Nuclear 
Safety (2014-2020) and the Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation Multiannual 
Indicative Programme (2014-2017). 

Commission Implementing Decision of 30 June 2014 on the Annual Action Programme 
2014 for Nuclear Safety Cooperation to be financed from the general budget of the 
European Union6 

The European Commission has adopted on 30 June 2014 the Annual Action 
Programme for the implementation of nuclear safety co-operation for 2014. The 2014 
Programme covers seven actions identified in the decision and detailed in the 
annexes of the decision. 

Commission Implementing Decision of 7 August 2014 on the rules of application for the 
nuclear decommissioning assistance programme for Bulgaria, Lithuania and Slovakia for 
the period 2014-20207 

The Council of the European Union adopted on 13 December 2013 two regulations 
extending Union support for the nuclear decommissioning assistance programmes 

                                                      
3. C(2014) 3763. 
4. C(2014) 3764. 
5. Council Regulation (Euratom) No 237/2014 of 13 December 2013 establishing an 

Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation, OJ L 77 (15 March 2014), pp. 109-116. 
6. C(2014) 4302. 
7. C(2014) 5449. 
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respectively in Bulgaria and the Slovak Republic, as well as in Lithuania for the 
period 2014-2020.8 

In accordance with Article 7 of each Council Regulations, the European 
Commission has adopted on 7 August 2014 an Implementing Decision to set the 
procedures and baseline for the implementation of the three programmes for 
2014-2020. 

Commission Decision of 8 October 2014 on the compatibility of the Investment Contract 
(early Contract for Difference) for the Hinkley Point C New Nuclear Power Station with 
Article 107(3)(c) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (not yet 
published)9 

By a formal decision adopted on 18 December 2013, the European Commission had 
decided to open an in-depth investigation to examine whether the plans of the 
United Kingdom to subsidise the construction and operation of a new nuclear power 
plant at Hinkley Point in Somerset are in line with EU state aid rules.10 In the course 
of these investigations, the United Kingdom has agreed to significantly modify the 
terms of the financing project, in order to minimise the distortive effects of the 
support measures and to ensure more benefits to consumers. The authorities of the 
United Kingdom have also demonstrated that the proposed support would address a 
genuine market failure, dispelling the Commission's initial doubts. In particular, the 
promoters of the project would not be able to obtain the necessary financing due to 
its unprecedented nature and scale.  

As a result, the Commission has recognised the compatibility of the measures 
proposed by the United Kingdom with the EU state aid rules as laid down in the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. 

Non-legally binding instruments 

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on “A 
European Energy Security Strategy”11 

In response to the political crisis in Ukraine and the overall importance of a stable 
and abundant supply of energy for the EU’s citizens and economy, the European 
Commission has released a Communication on a European Energy Security Strategy 

                                                      
8. Council Regulation (Euratom) No 1368/2013 of 13 December 2013 on Union support for the 

nuclear decommissioning assistance programmes in Bulgaria and Slovakia, and 
repealing Regulations (Euratom) No 549/2007 and (Euratom) No 647/2010, OJ L 346 (20 
December 2013), pp. 1-6; Corrigendum to Council Regulation (Euratom) No 1368/2013 of 
13 December 2013 on Union support for the nuclear decommissioning assistance 
programmes in Bulgaria and Slovakia, and repealing Regulations (Euratom) No 549/2007 
and (Euratom) No 647/2010, OJ L 8 (11 January 2014, p. 31; Council Regulation (Euratom) 
No 1369/2013 of 13 December 2013 on Union support for the nuclear decommissioning 
assistance programme in Lithuania, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1990/2006, OJ L 346 
(20 December 2013), pp. 7–11; and Corrigendum to Council Regulation (Euratom) 
No 1369/2013 of 13 December 2013 on Union support for the nuclear decommissioning 
assistance programme in Lithuania, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1990/2006,  OJ L 121 
(24 April 2014), p. 59. 

9. European Commission (2014), Press Release, “State aid: Commission concludes modified 
UK measures for Hinkley Point nuclear power plant are compatible with EU rules”, 
IP/14/1093, available at: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1093_en.htm.  

10. Procedures Relating to the Implementation of Commission Policy – European 
Commission – State Aid – UK – State aid SA.34947 (2013/C) (ex 2013/N) – Investment 
Contract (early contract for difference) for the Hinkley Point C New Nuclear Power Station 
— Invitation to submit comments pursuant to Article 108(2) of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union, OJ C 69 (7 March 2014), pp. 60-98/. 

11. COM(2014) 330 (28 May 2014). 
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on 28 May 2014, which is based on an in-depth study of member states’ energy 
dependence. 

The strategy provides for short-term measures, such as the launch of energy 
security stress tests to simulate a disruption in the EU gas supply for the coming 
winter, and also addresses medium to long-term challenges. Diversifying external 
energy supplies, upgrading energy infrastructure, completing the EU internal energy 
market and saving energy are among its main points. In the nuclear field, the 
strategy underlines the importance of ensuring an overall diversified portfolio of fuel 
supply for all plant operators and of systematically taking diversification of fuel 
supplies into consideration for new nuclear investments projects. It also highlights 
nuclear safety as an absolute priority for the EU, who should remain the pioneer and 
architect for nuclear safety at international level. 

Commission Staff Working Document on a Second Situation Report on Education and 
Training in the Nuclear Energy Field in the European Union12 

The first situation Report on Education and Training in the Nuclear Energy Field in 
the European Union was adopted by the Commission on 16 September 2011,13 with 
the aim of providing a comprehensive picture of the situation of human resources in 
the nuclear energy sector in the EU. It also identified the challenges and presented 
initiatives in this field, both ongoing and planned ones, mainly at global EU and 
international levels. 

The second report, as released on 2 October 2014 by the Directorate-General for 
Energy of the Commission, provides an update of the EU and international situation 
in this area. 

International relations 

Commission Decision of 8 August 2014 on the adoption of the Report of the European 
Atomic Energy Community for the 5th Review meeting of Contracting Parties to the Joint 
Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive 
Waste Management to be held in Vienna in May 201514 

The Euratom Community is a Party to the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent 
Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management (“Joint 
Convention”) since 2 January 2006. The Euratom Report on the implementation of its 
obligations under this Convention was adopted by a decision of the European 
Commission on 8 August 2014 and subsequently submitted to the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, in accordance with the procedural rules under the Joint 
Convention. The report presents the major achievements and latest developments 
in the field of the Convention that have taken place at the level of the Euratom 
Community since the 4th review meeting of the contracting parties to the Joint 
Convention, held from 14 to 23 May 2012, such as the adoption of Council Directive 
2013/59/Euratom laying down basic safety standards for the protection of the health 
of workers and the general public against the dangers arising from ionising 

                                                      
12. SWD(2014) 299 (2 October 2014). 
13. Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council, 

1st Situation Report on Education and Training in the Nuclear Energy Field in the 
European Union, SEC(2011) 1046 (16 September 2011). 

14. Euratom (2014), “Report of the European Atomic Energy Community: On the 
implementation of the obligations under the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel 
Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management”, available at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/nuclear/waste_management/doc/201505_fifth_review_meetin
g_of_contracting_parties.pdf. 
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radiation,15 or the adoption of Council Directive 2014/87/Euratom amending the 2009 
Nuclear Safety Directive.16 

International Atomic Energy Agency 

Convention on Nuclear Safety (CNS) 

Following the decision taken by the contracting parties to the CNS17 during their 
Sixth Review Meeting in March/April 2014, the IAEA Director General convened a 
diplomatic conference, starting on 9 February 2015, to consider a proposal by 
Switzerland to amend Article 18 of the CNS. Prior to the diplomatic conference, a 
consultation meeting open to all contracting parties was organised on 15 October 
2014 to exchange views and prepare for the adoption of the rules of procedure. 

58th regular session of the IAEA General Conference 

The 58th regular session of the IAEA General Conference was held in Vienna, Austria 
from 22 to 26 September 2014. More than 3 000 delegates from 162 member states 
and representatives of various international organisations participated in the 
Conference. 

Resolutions of the Conference 

A number of resolutions were adopted by the General Conference.18 As in previous 
years, two resolutions, namely GC(58)/RES/1019 and GC(58)/RES/11,20 include sections 
that are of legal relevance. 

Measures to strengthen international cooperation in nuclear, radiation, transport and 
waste safety [GC(58)/RES/10]. Conventions, regulatory frameworks and supporting 
non-legally-binding instruments for safety 

In Part 2 of the resolution, which is specifically devoted to conventions, regulatory 
frameworks and non-legally binding instruments on safety, the Conference urged all 
member states that have not yet done so, especially those planning, constructing, 
commissioning or operating nuclear power plants or considering nuclear power 
programs, to become contracting parties to the CNS. It also urged all member states 
that have not yet done so, including those managing radioactive waste from the use 
of radioactive sources and nuclear energy, to become parties to the Joint Convention 
on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste 

                                                      
15. Council Directive 2013/59/Euratom of 5 December 2013 laying down basic safety 

standards for protection against the dangers arising from exposure to ionising radiation, 
and repealing Directives 89/618/Euratom, 90/641/Euratom, 96/29/Euratom, 97/43/Euratom 
and 2003/122/Euratom, OJ L 13 (17 January 2014), pp. 1-73. 

16. Council Directive 2014/87/Euratom of 8 July 2014 amending Directive 2009/71/Euratom 
establishing a Community framework for the nuclear safety of nuclear installations, OJ L 
219 (25 July 2014), pp. 42-52. 

17. Convention on Nuclear Safety (1994), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/449, 1963 UNTS 293. 
18. All resolutions adopted during the 58th regular session of the General Conference can be 

found at: IAEA (2014), “58th IAEA General Conference (2014) Resolutions and Other 
Decisions”, www.iaea.org/About/Policy/GC/GC58/Resolutions/ (accessed 27 October 2014). 

19. IAEA (2014), “Measures to strengthen international cooperation in nuclear, radiation, 
transport and waste safety”, GC(58)/RES/10, available at: www.iaea.org/About/Policy/GC/ 
GC58/GC58Resolutions/English/gc58res-10_en.pdf. 

20. IAEA (2014), “Nuclear Security”, GC(58)/RES/11, available at: www.iaea.org/About/Policy/ 
GC/GC58/GC58Resolutions/English/gc58res-11_en.pdf. 



INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION ACTIVITIES 

138                                                                                                                                                               NUCLEAR LAW BULLETIN No. 94/VOL. 2014/2, NEA No. 7183,  OECD 2014 

Management.21 It further urged all member states that have not yet done so to 
become contracting parties to the Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear 
Accident (the “Early Notification Convention”)22 and the Convention on Assistance in 
the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emergency (the “Assistance 
Convention”),23 thereby contributing to a broader and stronger international 
emergency response capability, to the benefit of all member states. 

The Conference also called on all member states that have not yet done so to 
make a political commitment to implement the Code of Conduct on the Safety and 
Security of Radioactive Sources and its supplementary Guidance on the Import and 
Export of Radioactive Sources and to act in accordance with the Code and the 
Guidance, and requested the Secretariat to continue supporting member states in 
this regard. 

As regards member states with research reactors under construction, in 
operation, being decommissioned or in extended shutdown, the Conference urged 
them to apply the guidance of the non-legally-binding Code of Conduct on the Safety 
of Research Reactors. 

The Conference also urged member states to strengthen regulatory effectiveness 
in the field of nuclear, radiation, transport and waste safety and to continue 
promoting co-operation and co-ordination among regulatory bodies within a 
member state, as appropriate, and among member states. 

Nuclear liability 

In the preamble of the resolution, the Conference recalled the objective of the IAEA 
Action Plan on Nuclear Safety of “establishing a global nuclear liability regime that 
addresses the concerns of all States that might be affected by a nuclear accident 
with a view to providing appropriate compensation for nuclear damage”.24 It also 
made specific reference to “the Paris Convention on Third Party Liability in the Field 
of Nuclear Energy, the Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage, the 
Brussels Convention Supplementary to the Paris Convention, the Joint Protocol 
Related to the Application of the Vienna Convention and the Paris Convention and 
the protocols amending these conventions and the Convention on Supplementary 
Compensation for Nuclear Damage”, noting that “these conventions can provide the 
basis for establishing a worldwide nuclear liability regime based on the principles of 
nuclear liability law”.25 

In Part 2 of the resolution relating to conventions, regulatory frameworks and 
non-legally binding instruments on safety, the Conference recognised the valuable 
work of the International Expert Group on Nuclear Liability (INLEX), took note of its 
recommendations and best practices on establishing a global nuclear liability 
regime; encouraged the continuation of INLEX, especially for its identification of 
actions to address gaps in and enhance the existing nuclear liability regimes and for 
its support for the IAEA’s outreach activities to facilitate the achievement of a  global 
nuclear liability regime; and requested the Secretariat to report on the continuing 
work of INLEX. 

                                                      
21. Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of 

Radioactive Waste Management (1997) (“Joint Convention”), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/546, 2153 
UNTS 357. 

22. Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident (1986), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/335, 
1439 UNTS 275. 

23. Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emergency 
(1986), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/336, 1457 UNTS 133. 

24. GC(58)/RES/10, supra note 3, at (dd). 
25. Ibid. at (ee). 
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In Part 7 of the resolution relating to transport safety, the Conference stressed 
the importance of having effective liability mechanisms in place to ensure prompt 
compensation for damage to people, property and the environment as well as actual 
economic loss due to a radiological accident or incident during the transport of 
radioactive material, including maritime transport, and noted the application of the 
principles of nuclear liability, including strict liability, in the event of a nuclear 
accident or incident during the transport of radioactive material. 

National infrastructures 

In Part 1 of the resolution, the Conference requested the Secretariat to continue to 
assist, upon request, member states, particularly member states considering and/or 
embarking on a nuclear power programme, in developing and improving their 
national infrastructure, including legislative and regulatory frameworks, and 
knowledge management practices and procedures for nuclear, radiation, transport 
and waste safety. 

Nuclear installation safety 

In Part 5 of the resolution, the Conference took note of the outcomes of the “Sixth 
Review Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention on Nuclear Safety”, 
including the actions taken to strengthen the effectiveness and transparency of the 
CNS, as well as the decision to convene a diplomatic conference of contracting 
parties to further consider the proposal submitted by the Swiss Confederation for 
the amendment of Article 18 of the CNS, and encouraged the contracting parties to 
actively participate in the diplomatic conference and its preparatory process. 

Safe management of radioactive sources 

In Part 12 of the resolution, the Conference encouraged member states to support 
the review meetings on the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of 
Radioactive Sources and its associated Guidance on the Import and Export of 
Radioactive Sources so as to ensure their continuing relevance, and requested the 
Secretariat to continue to foster information exchange on the implementation of the 
Code of Conduct and its associated Guidance. 

Nuclear and radiological incidents and emergency preparedness and response  

In Part 13 of the resolution, the Conference recognised that implementation of the 
Assistance Convention and the Early Notification Convention, notably in the areas of 
technical and administrative procedures, may be further enhanced, and requested 
the Secretariat to provide support to the parties to the two conventions to 
strengthen technical and administrative procedures that enhance the 
implementation of both conventions effectively, and also requested the Secretariat 
to improve the effectiveness of the international arrangements for communication 
during a nuclear or radiological emergency. 

Further, the Conference requested the Secretariat, in collaboration with member 
states, to address the conclusions of the Seventh Meeting of the Representatives of 
the Competent Authorities, and to further enhance the international nuclear and 
radiological emergency preparedness and response system. 

Nuclear Security [GC(58)/RES/11] 

In this resolution, the Conference again reaffirmed the importance of the 
Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material26 (CPPNM) and of its 2005 
Amendment, recognised the importance of acceptance, approval or ratification by 

                                                      
26. Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, (1980), IAEA Doc. INFCIRC/274 

Rev. 1, 1456 UNTS 125. 
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further states, as well as the importance of the entry into force of the Amendment at 
the earliest possible date. 

The Conference encouraged member states that had not yet done so to become 
party to the CPPNM; called upon all parties to the CPPNM to ratify, accept or approve 
the 2005 Amendment as soon as possible, and encouraged all parties to the CPPNM 
to act in accordance with the objectives and purposes of the Amendment until such 
time as it enters into force; and further encouraged the Agency to continue efforts to 
promote the entry into force of the 2005 Amendment at the earliest possible date. It 
also encouraged all member states that had not yet done so to become parties to the 
International Convention on the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism as soon as 
possible. 

The Conference reaffirmed the importance and value of the non-legally-binding 
Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources and underlined 
the important role of the revised supplementary Guidance on the Import and Export 
of Radioactive Sources. It also invited states that had not yet done so to make 
political commitments to implement the Code of Conduct and the revised 
supplementary Guidance, and encouraged all states “to further implement these 
instruments to maintain effective security of radioactive sources throughout their 
life cycle”.27 

The Conference also recognised the Agency’s central role “in developing 
comprehensive nuclear security guidance documents and, on request, providing 
assistance to Member States in order to facilitate their implementation”.28 

The Conference noted “the recommended requirements for measures to protect 
against sabotage of nuclear facilities and unauthorized removal of nuclear material 
in use, storage and transport included in IAEA Nuclear Security Series No. 13 
(INFCIRC/225/Rev.5), using inter alia, a graded approach”, and looked forward “to the 
preparation by the Agency of further guidance on their implementation, including 
during the process of construction and maintenance of nuclear facilities”.29 

The Conference also encouraged the Secretariat, in consultation with member 
states, to consider ways of further promoting the exchange, on a voluntary basis, of 
information on the implementation of the international legal instruments relevant 
to nuclear security. 

IAEA Treaty Event 

The yearly IAEA Treaty Event took place during the 58th regular session of the IAEA 
General Conference in order to promote universal adherence to the most important 
treaties deposited with the IAEA Director General, notably those related to nuclear 
safety and security, as well as civil liability for nuclear damage. The special focus of 
this year’s Treaty Event was the 2005 Amendment to the CPPNM. 

During the event, Singapore deposited an instrument of accession to the CPPNM 
as well as an instrument of acceptance of the 2005 Amendment thereto. The 
Dominican Republic and Ireland deposited, respectively, an instrument of 
acceptance and instrument of ratification of the 2005 Amendment to the 
Convention. Venezuela deposited an instrument of accession to the Early 
Notification Convention. 

Following these treaty actions, representatives from several member states were 
briefed on the conventions adopted under IAEA auspices. 

                                                      
27. GC(58)/RES/11, supra note 4, at para. 21. 
28. Ibid. at para. (m). 
29. Ibid. at para. (q). 
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Side event on “The Convention on Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear 
Damage (CSC) – in the Context of the Global Nuclear Liability Regime” 

A side event was organised by the IAEA Office of Legal Affairs, on 23 September 2014, 
in the margins of the 58th regular session of the General Conference, and featured 
keynote speakers from contracting parties to the CSC and other nuclear liability 
conventions talking about their national experience with regard to the 
establishment of a global nuclear liability regime. 

Legislative assistance activities 

The IAEA Secretariat continued to support member states, upon request, under its 
legislative assistance programme. During the period from June to September 2014, 
several draft national laws were reviewed and comments were provided to the 
countries concerned. The IAEA Office of Legal Affairs also trained scientific visitors 
and fellows from a number of member states in various aspects of nuclear law. 
Awareness missions were dispatched to member states in order to raise the 
awareness of national policymakers about the importance of adhering to relevant 
international legal instruments adopted under the Agency’s auspices, and 
preparations are under way to conduct similar missions in other interested member 
states over the coming months.  

Nuclear Law Institute 

The fourth session of the Nuclear Law Institute was organised by the IAEA Office of 
Legal Affairs in Baden, Austria, from 6 to 17 October 2014. This comprehensive two-
week course is designed to help meet the increasing demand by IAEA member states 
for legislative assistance and to enable participants to acquire a solid understanding 
of all aspects of nuclear law, as well as to draft, amend or review their national 
nuclear legislation. Sixty representatives from IAEA member states participated. 
Using modern teaching methods based on interaction and practice, all areas of 
nuclear law were comprehensively addressed. 

OECD Nuclear Energy Agency 

Steering Committee approves decommissioning exclusion 

The NEA Steering Committee for Nuclear Energy adopted the Decision and 
Recommendation Concerning the Application of the Paris Convention to Nuclear 
Installations in the Process of Being Decommissioned on 30 October 2014.30 The 
purpose of this Decision and Recommendation is to provide updated technical 
exclusion criteria, replacing the 1990 criteria that were in force. These criteria are 
relatively conservative, and some nuclear installations in the process of 
decommissioning will not, at first, be eligible for exclusion. However, at some point 
during the decommissioning process, the nuclear installation would meet the 
criteria and could be excluded from the Paris Convention nuclear liability regime, 
relieving the operator from the obligation to have and maintain the specific, 
high-level nuclear liability insurance coverage. 

European Nuclear Energy Tribunal (ENET) Judges approved 

On 17 December 2014, the OECD Council approved seven nominated judges to 
the ENET. The ENET was created by the Convention of 20 December 1957 on the 

                                                      
30. The Decision and Recommendation's Appendix and Explanatory Note are reproduced in 

this edition of the Nuclear Law Bulletin in the section “Documents and Legal Texts” and 
are also available online. 

http://www.oecd-nea.org/law/decommissioning-exclusion.html
http://www.oecd-nea.org/law/decommissioning-exclusion.html
http://www.oecd-nea.org/law/decommissioning-exclusion.html%23appendix
http://www.oecd-nea.org/law/decommissioning-exclusion.html%23note
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Establishment of a Security Control in the Field of Nuclear Energy (the “Security 
Control Convention”) and consists of “seven independent judges appointed for five 
years by decision of the Council or, in default, by lot from a list comprising one judge 
proposed by each Government Party to the present Convention”. The seven 
countries that nominated judges for the ENET’s next term of office are: Austria, 
Denmark, France, Greece, Ireland, Sweden and Switzerland. 

These seven judges were appointed pursuant to a new procedure where each 
contracting party to the Security Control Convention or to the 1960 Paris Convention 
on Third Party Liability in the Field of Nuclear Energy may nominate a judge through 
a rotation system. 

At present, the ENET has jurisdiction only over disputes between states parties to 
the Paris Convention or the 1963 Brussels Convention Supplementary to the Paris 
Convention concerning the application or interpretation of these Conventions. 
Claims by victims under one or other of those Conventions are not brought before 
the ENET.  

High-level Group on the Security of Supply of Medical Radioisotopes (HLG-MR) Joint 
Declaration 

Eleven of the seventeen participating countries of the HLG-MR31 adhered to a Joint 
Declaration on the Security of Supply of Medical Radioisotopes, which seeks to 
ensure the security of supply of the most widely used medical radioisotopes.32 The 
Joint Declaration sends a clear signal to the medical radioisotopes supply chain that 
these governments have the resolute intention to take co-ordinated action to ensure 
the long-term security of supply of these important medical radioisotopes. It also 
provides a platform for ongoing discussions among HLG-MR participating countries 
on their current or potential future involvement in the supply chain. The Joint 
Declaration remains open for adhesion by the remaining HLG-MR participating 
countries that have so far not adhered, as well as to any other country that wishes to 
do so. 

The Characteristics of an Effective Nuclear Regulator 

In July, the NEA published a first-of-a-kind report on The Characteristics of an Effective 
Nuclear Regulator. This regulatory guidance booklet describes the characteristics of an 
effective nuclear safety regulator in terms of roles and responsibilities, principles 
and attributes. Each of the characteristics discussed in this report was found to be a 
necessary feature of an effective nuclear safety regulator but none of the 
characteristics is sufficient on its own. It was further found that the combination of 
these characteristics leads to the effectiveness of a nuclear regulatory body. The 
report provides a unique resource to countries with existing, mature regulators and 
can be used for benchmarking as well as training and developing staff. It is also 
considered to be useful for new entrant countries in the process of developing and 
maintaining an effective nuclear safety regulator. The report can be accessed here: 
www.oecd-nea.org/nsd/pubs/2014/7185-regulator.pdf.

                                                      
31. Those eleven countries are: Australia, Canada, Germany, Japan, the Republic of Korea, 

the Netherlands, Poland, the Russian Federation, Spain, the United Kingdom and the 
United States. The NEA established the HLG-MR to examine the underlying reasons for 
the 2009-2010 global supply shortage in the supply chain for technetium-99m (99mTc) and 
molybdenum-99 (99Mo) and to develop a policy approach to ensure the long-term security 
of supply of these radioisotopes. 

32. The Joint Declaration can be found in this edition of the Nuclear Law Bulletin in the section 
“Documents and Legal Texts”. 


