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In 2009 the Swedish nuclear waste management company, SKB, choose Forsmark in 
the municipality of Östhammar as the best place for a repository for spent nuclear fuel. 
In 2011, as a natural follow-up, SKB presented applications to two Swedish authorities, 
the Land and Environmental Court and the Swedish Radiation Safety Authority. The 
municipality of Östhammar has together with the municipality of Oskarshamn been an 
active part in the process since 1994, with different local organisations financed by the 
Swedish nuclear fund. 

Three leading themes form the basis for our participation – voluntarism, complete 
openness of plans and results and participation with the possibility to influence. 

Site investigations for a repository started in 2002 and were finished when SKB 
selected Östhammar municipality in the middle of 2009. To follow and scrutinise both 
site investigations as well as the applications, the organisation within the municipality 
has changed over time. As the site selection process got underway, the municipality 
extended its organisation to three committees (EIA, long-term safety and consultation). 
The committees have respective objectives: reviewing the health and environmental 
impact, reviewing the long-term safety and communication about the work that is going 
on within and around the municipality. These are primarily political committees to 
which a unit of civil servants is attached. 

The main goal for the organisation is to build up knowledge skills and prepare both 
the existing as well as the future municipality council for the decision of whether or not 
the municipality of Östhammar will accept a final repository for spent nuclear fuel in our 
municipality. 

The absolutely most important issue for the municipality is long term-safety and as the 
process has progressed the municipality has made several statements to the authorities. 


