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SITEX is a 24-month FP7 project led by IRSN and bringing together 15 organisations 
representing technical safety organisations (TSO) and safety authorities, as well as civil 
society outreach specialists involved in the “regulatory” review process of geological 
disposal of radioactive waste. SITEX aims at establishing the conditions required for 
developing a sustainable network of experts from various horizons (authorities, TSO, 
academic organisations, civil society,…) capable of developing and co-ordinating the 
technical expertise that is required from the stakeholders in charge of delivering opinion, 
independently from the waste management organisations (WMO), on the safety of 
geological disposals. 

The SITEX programme of work is split into a set of six work packages that address 
technical and organisational issues allowing to propose a structure of the missions and 
operating mode of the future network. These issues relate on the one hand to the study 
of the potential for sharing and developing technical expertise practices amongst 
stakeholders, on the other hand on the ability to implement co-ordinated R&D programmes 
run by TSO in order to develop the scientific knowledge necessary to perform independent 
technical assessments. Two major perspectives are identified for the future of the SITEX 
network: its ability to foster co-operation between regulatory bodies, TSO, implementers 
and civil society with a view to enhancing common understanding of key safety issues 
and challenges and to identifying possible harmonisation of practices; the constitution of 
a scientific task force (mainly driven by TSO) for research definition and implementation 
at the European level allowing to improve the co-ordination of scientific programmes 
between TSO and developing its own skills and analytical tools, independently of the WMO. 

A comprehensive list of safety issues relevant to the development and implementation 
of a geological repository has been developed. For each of these issues, the needs of 
national safety authorities and of TSO for dialogue and/or guidance development and 
harmonisation were identified. 

A set of R&D activities was structured into main key safety issues related to the safety 
functions and components of the deep geological disposal. This will constitute the basis 
for the development and future implementation of a scientific research agenda (SRA) 
proper to expertise bodies and technical safety organisations. In parallel, an assessment 
of available technical means and scientific skills amongst SITEX partners is under 
consideration in order to identify areas for possible co-operation, exchange of staff and 
needs for improvement. This will contribute to assess how in practice this SRA could be 
implemented amongst organisation in close co-operation. Another objective of the  
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elaboration of such SRA is to engage in scientific dialogue with IGD-TP, keeping in mind 
the context of the new EC H2020 programme and the identification of possible research 
projects of common interest for IGD-TP and SITEX. 

A tentative framework for deriving a harmonised safety review method is proposed 
mainly based on development of existing material produced by the former European Pilot 
Study and the IAEA GEOSAF project. 

As an integrated part of the technical and scientific review process, SITEX engaged 
with the identification of practical ways to interact with civil society in the expertise 
function on a durable process. For this purpose, a dedicated meeting was organised with 
actors of the civil society in Senec (Slovakia) in September 2013. 

Finally, a framework document describing the characterisation of the national expertise 
function and elaborating a reflection on what could be the missions and the role of the 
future European SITEX network will be issued on the basis on the above elements with 
the objective to establish the future terms of reference of the network. 

 


